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December 17, 2025

The Honorable Sam Graves, Chair The Honorable Rick Larsen, Ranking Member
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 2165 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen,

On behalf of the U.S. Travel Association—the national nonprofit organization representing all segments of
the $1.3 trillion U.S. travel industry—I write to express our strong support for H.R. 6086, the Aviation
Funding Solvency Act, which is scheduled for committee consideration on December 18.

All government shutdowns are irresponsible. They jeopardize essential public services, undermine
confidence in government, and inflict unnecessary economic harm. For the travel industry in particular,
funding lapses that disrupt aviation operations have immediate and far-reaching consequences for
travelers, workers, and the broader economy. According to data from Tourism Economics, the recent 43-
day government shutdown cost the travel economy more than $6 billion.

H.R. 6086 is a commonsense, bipartisan solution that would ensure air traffic controllers continue to be
paid in the event of a lapse in government funding, helping to maintain aviation safety and operational
stability during periods of fiscal uncertainty. According to a U.S. Travel-Ipsos survey, 82% of Americans
across the political spectrum believe air traffic controllers should be paid during a shutdown, and three in
four say shutdowns harm the travel experience. The survey also found that Americans are more concerned
about the safety and condition of the air traffic control system (71%) than about having their homes broken
into (49%), underscoring the urgency and public resonance of this issue. Now is the time for Congress to
act.

U.S. Travel appreciates the leadership of Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen on this important
issue and urges all members of the Committee to support H.R. 6086. We look forward to continuing to
work with the Committee and the Administration to protect the aviation workforce and the traveling public.

Sincerely,
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Geoff Freeman
President and CEO
U.S. Travel Association
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