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December 17, 2025 
 
The Honorable Sam Graves 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
United States House of Representatives 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Rick Larsen 
Ranking Member, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
United States House of Representatives 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen:  
 
On behalf of United Airlines, I write to express strong support for the Aviation Funding Solvency Act 
(H.R. 6086), legislation that would pay our nation’s air traffic controllers and other critical workers at 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) during a government shutdown.  We are grateful to the 
bipartisan leadership of this Committee, including Aviation Subcommittee Chairman Troy Nehls (R-
TX) and Ranking Member Carson (D-IN), for introducing this critical legislation that ensures that the 
dedicated men and women who keep our air traffic control system operating and safe are never 
forced to work without pay again. 
 
The recent government shutdown was the longest in U.S. history. This shutdown and subsequent 
mandatory flight cancelations (which we were supportive of) were unprecedented.  The shutdown 
created immense disruptions, challenges, and uncertainty for our customers, our employees, our 
industry, and the economy.  More than 6 million airline passengers experienced flight delays or 
cancellations due to effects of the government shutdown.  The government shutdown put 
unnecessary and undeserved stress and strain on essential aviation workers who worked without 
pay to keep our skies operating and safe for the millions of Americans who fly every day.  It also hurt 
our economy; commercial aviation is the backbone of our economy and an important lifeline for 
communities nationwide.  The bottom line is this should never happen again. 
 
Our nation’s aviation workers deserve pay and our gratitude for maintaining a safe environment 
throughout the shutdown and every day.  On behalf of United Airlines, I urge Congress to pass H.R. 
6086 to shield federal aviation workers amid government shutdowns, protecting the operational 
integrity and safety of the aviation system.   
 
Sincerely,  
 


