PROFESSIONAL AVIATION SAFETY SPECIALISTS

1200 G Street NW, Suite 750 « Washington, DC 20005
Telephone: (202) 293-7277 « Fax: (202) 293-7727

Founded 1977

December 17, 2025

Chair Sam Graves Ranking Member Rick Larsen
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 2164 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Graves and Ranking Member Larsen:

On behalf of the Professional Aviation Safety Specialists, AFL-CIO (PASS), I strongly support
H.R. 6086, the Aviation Funding Solvency Act.

PASS represents approximately 11,000 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) employees
throughout the United States and abroad. Among these employees are airway transportation
systems specialists and aviation safety inspectors. PASS-represented employees in the FAA
install, maintain, support and certify air traffic control and national defense equipment, inspect
and oversee the commercial and general aviation industries, develop flight procedures, and
perform quality analyses of complex aviation systems used in air traffic control in the United
States and overseas. These professionals are responsible for the safety and continued operation of
the National Airspace System (NAS).

The United States maintains the safest, most complex air traffic control system in the world
because of sustained public investment and a highly skilled federal workforce. That safety record
depends on stable, predictable and adequate funding for the FAA. H.R. 6086 is a critical step
toward addressing long-term aviation funding challenges and protecting the solvency of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund so the FAA can meet both current operational demands and
future modernization needs.

Funding uncertainty has real and immediate consequences for aviation safety. When FAA
funding is unstable or subject to repeated short-term extensions, safety-critical programs are
delayed, workforce planning is disrupted, and long-term investments in infrastructure and
technology are deferred. PASS-represented employees routinely experience the impacts of these
disruptions in the form of deferred maintenance, delayed system upgrades, shortages of
replacement parts, and challenges sustaining training and certification pipelines. These issues are
compounded as the aviation system grows more complex and demand for services continues to
increase.

PASS-represented employees at the FAA play a direct role in overseeing aviation operations.
Each of their responsibilities require consistent funding for staffing, training, test equipment,



lifecycle management and modernization. A solvent and reliable aviation funding structure is
essential to ensure these safety functions are carried out without interruption. The Aviation
Funding Solvency Act reinforces the principle that aviation safety is not partisan. The safe
movement of passengers and cargo underpins the national economy, supports millions of jobs
and ensures public confidence in air travel. A strong and predictable aviation funding system
benefits not only the FAA workforce, but also airlines, manufacturers, airports and the traveling
public.

PASS urges Congress to advance H.R. 6086 and to continue bipartisan efforts to ensure the FAA
has the funding certainty necessary to fulfill its safety mission. We stand ready to work with
lawmakers to provide technical insight and the frontline workforce perspective as Congress
considers policies that strengthen aviation safety and the NAS.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to aviation safety.
Sincerely,

David J. Spero
President



