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December 17, 2025 

 

Chairman Sam Graves    Ranking Member Rick Larsen 
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee  Transportation & Infrastructure Committee 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building  2164 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen, 

For nearly a decade, the National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA) has consistently 
supported passing legislation that would ensure a stable, predictable funding stream for the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). That is why NATCA strongly supports H.R. 6086, 
the Aviation Funding Solvency Act, introduced by Committee on Transportation & 
Infrastructure (T&I) Chairman Sam Graves, along with original co-sponsors T&I Ranking 
Member Rick Larsen, T&I Aviation Subcommittee Chairman Troy Nehls, and Aviation 
Subcommittee Ranking Member André Carson.  

As we have all witnessed, government shutdowns are not sustainable and not acceptable. They 
create real problems for the flying public, the National Airspace System (NAS), and patriotic 
American workers. The Aviation Funding Solvency Act would solve many of these problems by 
allowing the FAA to temporarily fund programs and pay employees that fall under its Operations 
and Facilities & Equipment accounts in the event of a government shutdown due to a lapse in 
appropriations.  

H.R. 6086 would allow the FAA to continue to meet its mission objectives by maintaining the 
safety and efficiency of the NAS. It would also ensure that air traffic controllers and other 
aviation safety professionals that NATCA represents would be paid for continuing their critical 
aviation safety functions, despite the lapse in appropriations.  

With the recent shutdown in the past, but another funding deadline looming at the end of January 
2026, NATCA is focused on both preventing another harmful government shutdown and passing 
H.R. 6086 to ensure that the dedicated American workers who operate, maintain, and upgrade 
the NAS would never again be exposed to the distractions, stress, and financial insecurity of 
working without pay, while overseeing the safe and efficient movement of passengers and cargo 
throughout the system. 

NATCA thanks Chairman Graves, Ranking Member Larsen, Chairman Nehls, and Ranking 
Member Carson for their efforts to solve many of FAA’s biggest challenges created by a 
government shutdown in a practical and sustainable way.  
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NATCA urges all members of the T&I Committee to support the Aviation Funding 
Solvency Act and vote to favorably report it out of Committee on December 18.   

Sincerely, 

 

Nick Daniels 
President 
	


