
  
 

 
 

December 17, 2025 
 
The Honorable Sam Graves, Chairman  
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure  
2165 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable Rick Larsen, Ranking Member  
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure  
2165 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515

 
Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Larsen, 
 
I am grateful for your leadership and commitment to ensuring our national airspace remains the safest in 
the world.  
 
We strongly support H.R. 6086, the Aviation Funding Solvency Act, because government shutdowns have 
particularly negative impacts for our nation’s aviation system. The recent record-breaking government 
shutdown highlighted the aviation industry’s reliance on our nation’s air traffic control system. It also 
underscored the impact shutdowns have on the hardworking federal aviation workers, including air traffic 
controllers, who maintain the highest levels of safety in our national airspace each day.  
 
During the shutdown, reductions in staffing at air traffic control towers nationwide severely disrupted our 
operations, which adversely affected both our passengers and our team members. In total, for the period 
that the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) capacity limitations were in place, American Airlines and 
our regional partners canceled more than 3,000 flights to support the FAA’s intent and to play our part in 
responding to shutdown-inflicted ATC staffing challenges. In addition to these cancellations, more than 
7,000 of our flights were delayed due to reduced air traffic controller staffing, ultimately impacting more 
than 920,000 passengers directly, on top of countless more who chose to proactively cancel or adjust their 
travel plans due to the uncertainty created by the shutdown. The most recent shutdown was not the first 
shutdown to negatively impact air travel. And when another government shutdown occurs, the nation’s air 
traffic controllers and the traveling public deserve better than the status quo. They deserve certainty. 
 
This is why, again, American Airlines strongly supports H.R. 6086. By allowing the FAA to access the 
Aviation Insurance Revolving Fund during a government shutdown, the FAA will have the resources 
necessary to continue its important work. This includes paying the individuals who are integral to 
maintaining the resilience and safety of our airspace.  
 
We encourage Congress to enact H.R. 6086 into law before another government shutdown occurs.  
 
Best regards,  
 
 
 
Stephen Neuman 
Senior Vice President, Global Government Affairs 
American Airlines 


