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119tH CONGRESS
2D SESSION H. R.

To authorize funding for Federal-aid highways, bridge construction and reha-
bilitation, highway safety programs, transit programs, and rail programs,
and for other purposes.

(Original Signature of Member)

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. GrRAVES (for himself and Mr. LARSEN of Washington) introduced the fol-
lowing ~ bill;  which  was  referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To authorize funding for Federal-aid highways, bridge con-
struction and rehabilitation, highway safety programs,
transit programs, and rail programs, and for other pur-
poses.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TrrLE.—This Act may be cited as the

(O B Y N )

“Building Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Devel-
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1 opment for America’s 250th Act” or the “BUILD Amer-

1ca 250 Aet”.

The table of contents for

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.

A~ WP

this Act 1s as follows:

See. 1. Short title; table of contents.

See. 2. Definitions.

See. 3. Effective date.

Sec. 4. Automatic execution of conforming changes.

TITLE I—FEDERAL-AID HIGIITWAYS

Subtitle A—Authorizations and Programs

See. 1101. Authorization of appropriations.

See. 1102. Obligation limitation.

See. 1103. Definitions.

Sec. 1104. Apportionment.

See. 1105. Nationally significant multimodal freight and highway projects.
See. 1106. National highway performance program.

See. 1107. Federal share.

See. 1108. Bridge programs.

See. 1109. Emergency relief.

See. 1110. Toll roads, bridges, tunnels, and ferries.

See. 1111. Railway-highway grade crossings.

See. 1112, Surface transportation block grant program.

See. 1113. Transportation planning.

See. 1114. Highway use tax evasion projects.

See. 1115. National bridge and tunnel inventory and inspection standards.
See. 1116. Construction of ferry boats and ferry terminal facilities.

See. 1117. Highway safety improvement program.

See. 1118. CMAQ program.

See. 1119. Safe streets and roads for all grant program.

See. 1120. Territorial and Puerto Rico hichway program.

See. 1121. HOV facilities.

See. 1122, National highway freight and high priority corridor program.
See. 1123, Wildlife erossings pilot program.

See. 1124, Surface transportation accelerator grant program.

See. 1125. Repeal of program.

See. 1126. PROTECT program.

See. 1127. Codification and improvement of Jason’s Law.

See. 1128. Consolidated funding pilot program.

See. 1129. Registration fee on motor vehicles.

See. 1130. Transfer of real property no longer needed.

See. 1131. Federal lands and tribal transportation programs.

See. 1132, Tribal transportation program.

See. 1133. Federal lands transportation program.

See. 1134. Federal lands access program.

See. 1135. Nationally significant Federal lands and tribal projects program.
See. 1136. Tribal High Priority Projects program.

See. 1137. Consolidation of programs.

See. 1138, Update to nonmotorized trails definition.
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Subtitle B—Improved Project Delivery and Environmental Streamlining
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1201.
1202.
1203.

1308.
1309.
1310.
1311.

Project approval and oversight.

Exemption from review.

Efficient environmental reviews for project decisionmaking and One

Federal Decision.

Reporting program.

Termination of environmental review implementation funds pro-
gram.

treamlining of environmental document preparation.

tate and eligible entity assumption of responsibility for categorical
exclusions.

Surface transportation project delivery program.

Program for eliminating duplication of environmental reviews.

Training and education; best practices.

Aceelerated decisionmaking in environmental reviews.

Aligning Federal environmental reviews.

I'TA allowance of land acquisition.

Categorical exclusion for projects of limited Federal assistance.

Programmatic agreements.

Streamlining Tribal categorical exclusions.

Streamlining small safety projects.

Updates to categorical exclusions for publie transportation projects.

S
S

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous

Transportation rulemaking committees.

Vehicle weight limits.

Designation of high priority corridors on National Highway System.

Safety coordinators; determination of reasonable cost.

Updates to manual on uniform traffic control devices.

Design standards.

Modernizing roadside safety hardware devices and administration
policies.

Audit of F'IHTWA oversight of roadside safety hardware devices.

Interagency bridge strike working group.

Bridge clearance best practices.

U.S. Congressman and Prisoner of War Sam Johnson Memorial
Highway.

Technical assistance for contracting.

Preventing anticompetitive bidding practices.

Study on effectiveness of discretionary grant programs.

Study on effectiveness of formula grant programs.

National Academies review of hichway systems.

Review of State and local consultation processes.

Emergency relief working group.

Stopping threats on pedestrians.

Eliminating unnecessary reporting and requirements.

Contracting for engineering and design services.

Advancing projects in cold weather States.

Interagency working group on roadway management in inclement
weather.

Termination of neighborhood access and equity grant program.

Task force on developing a 21st ecentury surface transportation
workforce.

Study on national commuting trends.
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See. 1327. Notification on regressive safety targets.

See. 1328, Study on domestic availability of yellow paint.
See. 1329. Study on corrosion prevention for bridges.
See. 1330. Funding Federal-aid Highways guidance.

TITLE II—TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND
INNOVATION

See. 2001, Infrastructure finance.

See. 2002, Emergencey loan relief due to major disaster.

See. 2003. Personnel management authority.

See. 2004. Study on establishment of Federal Infrastructure Bank.

TITLE IHI—PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Subtitle A—Reforms

Sec. 3001. Purpose and declaration of policy.

Sec. 3002. Definitions.

See. 3003. Transportation planning.

See. 3004. Planning programs.

Sec. 3005. Urbanized area formula grants.

See. 3006. Consolidated State block grant program.

Sec. 3007. Fixed guideway capital investment grants.

See. 3008. Formula grants for enhanced mobility of seniors and individuals
with disabilities.

Sec. 3009. Formula grants for rural areas.

Sec. 3010. Technical assistance and workforce development.

Sec. 3011. Bus testing facility.

See. 3012. Crime prevention and security.

Sec. 3013. General provisions.

Sec. 3014. Public transportation emergency relief program.

Sec. 3015. Contract requirements.

Sec. 3016. Transit asset management.

See. 3017. Project management oversight.

See. 3018. Public transportation safety program.

Sec. 3019. Administrative provisions.

See. 3020. National transit database.

See. 3021. Apportionment of appropriations for urbanized area formula grants.

Sec. 3022, State of good repair grants.

See. 3023. Authorizations.

Sec. 3024. Grants for buses, bus facilities, and ferries.

Sec. 3025. Apportionments based on growing States and high density States
formula factors.

Subtitle B—Miscellaneous

Sec. 3101. Definitions.

Sec. 3102. Protecting bus operators from risk of assault.

Sec. 3103. Spare ratio modification.

Sec. 3104. Special rule for certain transportation services.

See. 3105. Innovative procurement.

See. 3106. Transit award management system improvement.

See. 3107. Public transit first aid and emergency medical kit equipment and
training.

See. 3108. Improving transparency in certain urbanized areas.
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See.

See.

. 3109.

. 3110.
. 3111,
. 3112,
. 3113,
. 3114,
. 3115,

-

J

Extension of capital and preventive maintenance grants to Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.

GAO assessment of project contingency amounts.

GAO report on universal design to improve accessibility.

GAO study and report on National Transit Database data quality.

GAO study on transit system rider safety.

GAO study on CIG data collection and reporting requirements.

GAO assessment of paratransit software and technologies.

Subtitle C—Reorganization and Consolidation of Chapter 53

. 3201,

. 3202,
. 3203,

. 3204,

. 4001.
. 4002.
. 4003.
. 4004.
. 4005.
. 4006.
. 4007.
. 4008.

. 4009.

. 4010.
. 4011.
. 4012.
. 4013.
. 4014.
. 4015.
. 4016.

5001.
5002.
5003.
5004.
5005.
5006.
5007.
5008.

5101.

5102.
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Transfer of certain sections in chapter 53 of title 49, United States
Code.

Front matter of chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code.

Amendments to chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code, as
amended by section 3202 of this Act.

Conforming amendments.

TITLE IV—HIGHWAY SAFETY

Authorization of appropriations.

Consolidation and enhancement of hichway safety programs.
IHighway safety research and development.

High-visibility enforcement program.

Protection of safety data.

Annual reporting requirements.

Coordination of Federal highway and traffic safety programs.
Highway safety program effectiveness transportation rulemaking

committee.
Establishment of roadway worker protection interagency working
group.

Motoreyele Advisory Council.

Motoreyele checkpoint funding.

Pulsating light systems.

Minimally obstructed forward-facing view in motorcoaches.
Revision of student safety euidelines.

Micromobility safety.

GAO study on hichway safety data quality.

TITLE V—MOTOR CARRIERS
Subtitle A—General Provisions

Authorization of appropriations.

Improvements to enforcement training and support grant program.
Maintenance of effort.

Amendments to commercial motor vehicle operators grant program.
Terms and conditions for exemptions.

Broker qualifications.

Motor carrier complaints.

Cabotage study.

Subtitle B—Commercial Motor Vehicle Operators
Predatory commercial motor vehicle lease-purchase agreement pro-

grams oversight.
Restroom access.
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5207.
5208.
5209.
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5211.
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Application of commercial motor vehicle safety.

Extension of apprenticeship pilot program.

Codification of exemption.

Modernization of farm-related service industries restricted commer-
cial driver’s licenses.

Implements of husbandry compilation.

Pre-trip vehicle inspection testing waiver.

Modifications to certain commercial driver’s license regulations.

Subtitle C—Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety

Motor carrier safety advisory committee.

Electronic logeing device certification.

Safety performance history sereening and DataQs improvement.

Noncompliant training entities.

Drug and alcohol clearinghouse fees.

Federal hair testing euidelines.

Drug and alcohol testing compliance.

Fatal truck crash drug and substance abuse testing accountability.

Review of New Entrant Safety Assurance Program.

New entrant registration standards transportation rulemaking com-
mittee.

Beyond compliance.

Subtitle D—Household Goods Shipping Consumer Protection Reform

5301.
5302.
5303.

5304.
5305.

Administrative assessment of civil penalties for violations of com-
mercial regulations.

3 J d ] g ; g

State use of grant funds for commercial enforcement and consumer
protection.

Al . - . o

State retention of penalties and fines.

Registration requirements.

Household goods consumer protection working group.

Subtitle E—Safe Integration of Autonomous Commercial Motor Vehicles

5401.
5402.
5403.
5404.
5405.
5406.
5407.

6001.

6002.
6003.
6004.
6005.
6006.
6007.
6008.
6009.
6010.
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Definitions.

ADS-equipped commercial motor vehicle interstate operation.
Review and preemption of State laws and regulations.
Ensuring regulatory flexibility for safety technologies.
Regulatory interpretations.

National consumer complaint database.

Commercial motor vehicle workforce development.

TITLE VI—INNOVATION

Strengthening mobility and revolutionizing transportation grant pro-
gram.

Technology deployment.

Strategic innovation for revenue collection.

National motor vehicle per-mile user fee pilot.

ITS Advisory Committee.

Encouraged use of digital platforms.

Nontraditional and Emerging Transportation Technology Council.

University transportation centers program.

Prohibition related to certain foreign-made LiDAR technology.

Data privacy.
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See. 6011, Study on adoption and deployment of new and emerging tech-
nologies.

See. 6012, Autonomous vehicle accessibility study.

See. 6013. GAO study of intelligent transportation systems physical and cyber
vulnerabilities.

See. 6014, GAO study and report on automated driving systems safety assur-
ance.

See. 6015. Technical assistance.

TITLE VII—FREIGHT AND MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—Freight Policy

See. 7001. National multimodal freight policy.

See. 7002. National freight strategic plan.

See. 7003. National multimodal freight network.

Sec. 7004. State freight advisory committees.

Sec. 7005. State freight plans.

See. 7006. Freight Logisties Optimization Works Program.

Subtitle B—Multimodal Policy and Programs

See. 7101. Streamlining positions within Office of the Secretary.

Sec. 7102, Couneil on Credit and Finance transparency.

See. 7103. Amendments to working capital fund.

Sec. 7104. Transportation assistance for international games.

Sec. 7105. National infrastructure project assistance.

See. 7106. Local and regional project assistance.

Sec. 7107. National culvert removal, replacement, and restoration grant pro-
oram.

See. 7108. Rural and Tribal infrastructure advancement pilot extension.

See. 7109. Advisory committee on cargo theft and freight fraud.

TITLE VIII—MISCELLANEOUS

Sec. 8001. Title 23 technical corrections.
Sec. 8002. Title 49 technical corrections.

TITLE IX—SPORT FISHING AND RECREATIONAL BOATING
SAFETY

See. 9001. Division of annual appropriations.
Sec. 9002, Funding for interstate fisheries commission activities.
See. 9003. Boating infrastructure priorities.

TITLE X—RAILROADS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations and Grant Reforms

See. 10101. Grants to Amtrak.

See. 10102. Federal Railroad Administration.

See. 10103. Competitive grants.

Sec. 10104, Consolidated rail infrastructure and safety improvements.

See. 10105. Railroad crossing safety improvements and elimination program.
Sec. 10106. National intercity passenger railroad partnership program.

See. 10107. Corridor identification and development program.

Sec. 10108. Emergency relief.
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Amtrak Office of Inspector General.

Subtitle B—Amtrak Reforms

. Amtrak economic performance.
2. Amtrak transparency and accountability for passengers and tax-

payers.

Implementing Amtrak Office of Inspector General recommenda-
tions to address infrastructure backlog.

Amtrak executive bonus disclosure.

and response plans.

5. Baby changing table requirements on Amtrak trains.
. Report on Amtrak long-distance equipment maintenance costs.
. Inspector general review of Amtrak accounting and reporting prac-

tices.

. Amtrak annual reporting.

. Invoices and reports.

. State-supported cost and serviee policy.

2. GAO study on Amtrak customer experience.

3. GAO study on Amtrak service to privately owned rail cars.

. The Donald M. Payne, Jr. Transit Center at Newark Penn Sta-

tion.

5. Public notice and comment on Amtrak’s corporate strueture.
5. GAO examination of international passenger rail.
. Food and beverage service.

Subtitle C—Passenger Rail Policy

Intercity passenger rail equipment pools.

California High-Speed Rail working group.

Route-specific reports.

Study on commuter rail passenger transportation and transfers.
Adjustment of liability cap.

Subtitle D—Rail Safety and Innovation

Rail bridege safety.

Public availability of federally funded data.

Safety culture grant program.

Improved supporting information transparency and using perform-
ance-based regulations during rulemaking.

Installation of image recording devices.

Membership of National Domestic Preparedness Consortium.

Preventing tampering with wayside defect detectors.

Rail technology and asset pilot program.

Vent and burn report updates.

Rail freight cargo security assessment.

50-year rule revision.

Self-contained propelled freight vehicle.

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee evaluation of National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine findings.

Blocked crossings.

Civil penalties.

Pressure relief devices.

Federal Railroad Administration safety workforce.
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FRA safety inspector and specialist review.

Federal Railroad Administration safety culture.

Confidential close call reporting.

Wayside employee protection.

Safety enforcement transparency.

Reports on highway-rail grade crossing safety and trespasser pre-
vention.

Locomotive engineer training.

Assessment of track safety.

Review of train dispatching technologies.

Incident investigation review.

Review of risk reduction program plans.

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee.

Safety reporting extension.

Subtitle E—Project Delivery

Pre-award authority.

Categorical exclusions for projects in existing operational rights-of-
way.

Additional eategorical exclusions.

State-railroad infrastructure project coordination and process
standardization working group.

Rail project advance acquisition.

Direct loans and loan guarantees.

Veteran to supply chain employee action plan.

Lead agency for environmental review purposes.

Environmental review determination.

Expedited consultation process.

Technical assistance.

Amendment to allow RRIF direct loans to be structured as inter-
est-only loan.

Use of certain grant funds to pay RRIF eredit risk premiums.

Amendment to establish alternative credit assessment pathway for
RRIFK loan applicants.

Railroad rehabilitation and improvement financing program au-
thorization of appropriations.

Subtitle F—Hazardous Materials Transportation

Authorization of appropriations.

Hazardous materials registration fees.

Hazardous materials safety training erants.

Incorporation of special permits into hazardous materials regula-
tions.

Harmonization of safety regulations.

Regulation of foreign manufacturers of cylinders used in trans-
porting hazardous materials.

Safety placards.

Study on limited commercial driver’s license hazardous materials
endorsements.

Real-time train consist information rulemaking evaluation.

Study on exception for intrastate transportation of diesel fuel in
support of logging or timber operations.

Safer tank cars.
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See. 10612. Requirements for safe transport of lithium-ion batteries.
See. 10613. Innovative thermal run-away suppression strategies.

1 SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:

(1)  COMPTROLLER  GENERAL.—The term
“Comptroller General” means the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States.

(2) DEPARTMENT.—Unless otherwise specified,
the term ‘“Department” means the Department of

Transportation.

O o0 9 N U B W

(3) SECRETARY.—Unless otherwise specified,
10 the term “Secretary’” means the Secretary of Trans-
11 portation.

12 SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

13 Except as otherwise provided, this Act, including the
14 amendments made by this Act, shall take effect on Octo-
15 ber 1, 2026.

16 SEC. 4. AUTOMATIC EXECUTION OF CONFORMING
17 CHANGES.

18 (a) COVERED HicHwAYs LaAws.—Section 101 of title

19 23, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end
20 the following:
21 “(f)  AUTOMATIC EXECUTION OF CONFORMING

22 CHANGES.—

23 “(1) IN GENERAL.—When an amendment to a
24 covered highways law adds a section or larger orga-
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 nizational unit to the covered highways law, repeals
2 or transfers a section or larger organizational unit
3 in the covered highways law, or amends the designa-
4 tion or heading of a section or larger organizational
5 unit in the covered highways law, that amendment
6 also shall have the effect of amending any analysis,
7 table of contents, or similar tabular entries in the
8 covered highways law to alter the table to conform
9 to the changes made by the amendment.

10 “(2) ExcreprTiONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not
11 apply to an amendment described in such paragraph
12 when—

13 “(A) the amendment or a clerical amend-
14 ment enacted at the same time expressly
15 amends a table of sections, table of contents, or
16 similar tabular entries in the covered highways
17 law to alter the table to conform to the changes
18 made by the amendment; or

19 “(B) the amendment otherwise expressly
20 exempts itself from the operation of this sub-
21 section.
22 “(3) COVERED HIGHWAYS LAW DEFINED.—In
23 this subsection, the term ‘covered highways law’
24 means—
25 “(A) this title;
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1 “(B) any Act that authorizes amounts to
2 be appropriated out of the IHighway Trust
3 Fund; or
4 “(C) any other law designated in the text
5 thereof as a covered highways law for purposes
6 of application of this subsection.”.
7 (b) PURPOSE AND AUTOMATIC EXECUTION OF CON-
8 FORMING CHANGES.—Section 101 of title 49, United
9 States Code, is amended—
10 (1) in the section heading by inserting ““; auto-
11 matic execution of conforming changes”
12 after “Purpose’’; and
13 (2) by adding at the end the following:
14 “(¢) AvromMAaTIC EXECUTION OF CONFORMING

15 CHANGES.—

16 “(1) IN GENERAL.—When an amendment to a
17 covered transportation law adds a section or larger
18 organizational unit to the covered transportation
19 law, repeals or transfers a section or larger organi-
20 zational unit in the covered transportation law, or
21 amends the designation or heading of a section or
22 larger organizational unit in the covered transpor-
23 tation law, that amendment also shall have the effect
24 of amending any analysis, table of contents, or simi-
25 lar tabular entries in the covered transportation law
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 to alter the table to conform to the changes made
2 by the amendment.

3 “(2) ExceprTiONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not
4 apply to an amendment described in such paragraph
5 when—

6 “(A) the amendment or a clerical amend-
7 ment enacted at the same time expressly
8 amends a table of sections, table of contents, or
9 similar tabular entries in the covered transpor-
10 tation law to alter the table to conform to the
11 changes made by the amendment; or

12 “(B) the amendment otherwise expressly
13 exempts itself from the operation of this sub-
14 section.

15 “(3) COVERED TRANSPORTATION LAW.—In this
16 subsection, the term ‘covered transportation law’
17 means—

18 “(A) this title;

19 “(B) any Act that authorizes amounts to
20 be appropriated out of the Airport and Airway
21 Trust Fund; or
22 “(C) any other law designated in the text
23 thereof as a covered transportation law for pur-
24 poses of application of this subsection.”.
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(¢) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—Section 101(f)
of title 23, United States Code, as added by subsection
(a), and section 101(¢) of title 49, United States Code,
as added by subsection (b), shall apply to the amendments
made by this section and other amendments made by this
Act.

TITLE I—FEDERAL-AID
HIGHWAYS
Subtitle A—Authorizations and
Programs
SEC. 1101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following amounts are au-

thorized to be appropriated out of the Iighway Trust

Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account):

15 (1) FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY PROGRAM.—For
16 the national highway performance program under
17 section 119 of title 23, United States Code, the sur-
18 face transportation block grant program under sec-
19 tion 133 of such title, section 134 of such title, the
20 highway safety improvement program under section
21 148 of such title, the congestion mitigation and air
22 quality improvement program under section 149 of
23 such title, and the national highway freight and
24 highway priority corridor program of section 167 of
25 such title—
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 (A) $56,934,650,000 for fiscal year 2027;
2 (B) $57,532,010,000 for fiscal year 2028;
3 (C) $58,690,676,200 for fiscal year 2029;
4 (D) $59,785,644,724 for fiscal year 2030;
5 and

6 (E) $60,943,911,618 for fiscal year 2031,
7 (2) TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE FI-
8 NANCE AND INNOVATION PROGRAM.—For credit as-
9 sistance under the transportation infrastructure fi-
10 nance and innovation program under chapter 6 of
11 title 23, United States Code, $250,000,000 for each
12 of fiscal years 2027 through 2031.

13 (3) BRIDGE PROGRAM.—To carry out the
14 orants for rebuilding America’s vital engineering
15 structures program under section 124(a) of title 23,
16 United States Code, $9,200,000,000 for each of fis-
17 cal years 2027 through 2031.

18 (4) FEDERAL LANDS AND TRIBAL TRANSPOR-
19 TATION PROGRAMS.—
20 (A)  TRIBAL  TRANSPORTATION  PRO-
21 GRAM.—For the tribal transportation program
22 under section 202 of title 23, United States
23 Code—
24 (1) $643,000,000 for fiscal year 2027,
25 (i1) $657,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

16

1 (ii1))  $671,000,000 for fiscal year

2 2029;

3 (iv)  $686,000,000 for fiscal year

4 2030; and

5 (v) $701,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.

6 (B) FEDERAL LANDS TRANSPORTATION

7 PROGRAM.—

8 (1) IN GENERAL.—For the Federal

9 lands transportation program under sec-

10 tion 203 of title 23, United States Code—

11 (I) $464,000,000 for fiscal year

12 2027,

13 (IT) $472,000,000 for fiscal year

14 2028;

15 (IIT) $480,000,000 for fiscal year

16 2029;

17 (IV) $488,000,000 for fiscal year

18 2030; and

19 (V) $496,000,000 for fiscal year

20 2031.

21 (1)  ALLOCATION.—Of the amount

22 made available for a fiscal year under

23 clause (1)—

24 (I) the amount for the National

25 Park Service is—
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1 (aa) $365,000,000 for fiscal
2 year 2027;

3 (bb) $370,500,000 for fiscal
4 yvear 2028;

5 (ce) $376,000,000 for fiscal
6 year 2029;

7 (dd) $381,500,000 for fiscal
8 yvear 2030; and

9 (ee) $387,500,000 for fiscal
10 year 2031;

11 (IT) the amount for the United
12 States Fish and Wildlife Service is
13 $42.000,000 for each of fiscal years
14 2027 through 2031; and

15 (IIT) the amount for the KForest
16 Service is—

17 (aa) $29,500,000 for fiscal
18 year 2027,

19 (bb) $31,000,000 for fiscal
20 yvear 2028;
21 (ce) $32,500,000 for fiscal
22 year 2029;
23 (dd) $34,000,000 for fiscal
24 yvear 2030; and
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1 (ee) $35,500,000 for fiscal
2 vear 2031.

3 (C) FEDERAL LANDS ACCESS PROGRAM.—
4 For the Federal lands access program under
5 section 204 of title 23, United States Code—

6 (1) $314,000,000 for fiscal year 2027;
7 (i1) $320,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;
8 (i)  $326,000,000 for fiscal year
9 2029;

10 (iv)  $332,000,000 for fiscal year
11 2030; and

12 (v) $338,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.
13 (5) TERRITORIAL AND PUERTO RICO HIGIIWAY
14 PROGRAM.—For the territorial and Puerto Rico
15 highway program under section 165 of title 23,
16 United States Code—

17 (A) $242,200,000 for fiscal year 2027;

18 (B) $247,400,000 for fiscal year 2028;

19 (C) $252,600,000 for fiscal year 2029;
20 (D) $257,800,000 for fiscal year 2030;
21 and
22 (E) $263,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.
23 (b) OTHER PROGRAMS.
24 (1) HicGnway TRUST FUND.—The following
25 amounts are authorized to be appropriated out of
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| the IHighway Trust Fund (other than the Mass
2 Transit Account):
3 (A) SAFE STREETS AND ROADS FOR ALL
4 PROGRAM.—To carry out the safe streets and
5 roads for all program under section 155 of title
6 23, United States Code—
7 (1) $500,000,000 for fiscal year 2027,
8 (i1) $625,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;
9 (111)  $750,000,000 for fiscal year
10 2029;
11 (iv)  $875,000,000 for fiscal year
12 2030; and
13 (v) $1,000,000,000 for fiscal year
14 2031.
15 (B) SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACCEL-
16 ERATOR GRANT PROGRAM.—To carry out the
17 surface transportation accelerator grant pro-
18 oram under section 173 of title 23, United
19 States Code, $2,400,000,000 for each of fiscal
20 yvears 2027 through 2031.
21 (C) PROTECT GRANTS.—To carry out
22 subsection (d) of the PROTECT program
23 under section 176 of title 23, United States
24 Code, $500,000,000 for each of fiscal years
25 2027 through 2031.
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1 (D) NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL
2 LANDS AND TRIBAL PROJECTS.

3 (i) IN GENERAL.—To carry out the
4 nationally significant Federal lands and
5 tribal projects program under section 1123
6 of the FAST Act (23 U.S.C. 201 note;
7 Public Law 114-94), $55,000,000 for each
8 of fiscal years 2027 through 2031.

9 (1)  TREATMENT.—Amounts made
10 available under clause (1) shall be available
11 for obligation in the same manner as if
12 those amounts were apportioned under
13 chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code.
14 (2) GENERAL FUND.—

15 (A) NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT
16 MULTIMODAL ~ FREIGIT  AND  HIGIIWAY
17 PROJECTS.—There is authorized to be appro-
18 priated to carry out the nationally significant
19 multimodal freight and highway projects pro-
20 oram under section 117 of title 23, United
21 States Code, $1,200,000,000 for each of fiscal
22 yvears 2027 through 2031.
23 (B) BRIDGE COMPLETION PROGRAM.—
24 There is authorized to be appropriated to carry
25 out the bridge completion program under sec-

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

21

1 tion 124(b) of title 23, United States Code,
2 $2,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
3 through 2031.

4 (¢) RESEARCH, TECHINOLOGY, AND EDUCATION AU-
5 THORIZATIONS.

6 (1) IN GENERAL.—The following amounts are
7 authorized to be appropriated out of the IHighway
8 Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account):
9 (A) HIGOWAY RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
10 MENT PROGRAM.—To carry out section 503(b)
11 of title 23, United States Code—

12 (1) $149,940,000 for fiscal year 2027,
13 (11) $152,938,800 for fiscal year 2028;
14 (ii1)) $155,997,576 for fiscal year
15 2029;

16 (iv) $159,117,528 for fiscal year
17 2030; and

18 (v) $162,299,878 for fiscal year 2031.
19 (B) TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION DE-
20 PLOYMENT.—To carry out section 503(¢) of
21 title 23, United States Code—
22 (1) $112,200,000 for fiscal year 2027,
23 (1) $114,444,000 for fiscal year 2028;
24 (i) $116,732,880 for fiscal year
25 2029;
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(iv) $119,067,538 for fiscal year
2030; and
(v) $121,448,888 for fiscal year 2031.
(C) TRAINING AND EDUCATION.—To carry
out section 504 of title 23, United States
Code—
(1) $26,520,000 for fiscal year 2027;
(1) $27,050,400 for fiscal year 2028;
(ii1) $27,591,408 for fiscal year 2029;
(iv) $28,143,236 for fiscal year 2030;
and
(v) $28,706,101 for fiscal year 2031.
(D) INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYS-
TEMS PROGRAM.—To carry out sections 512
through 518 of title 23, United States Code—
(1) $112,200,000 for fiscal year 2027,
(i1) $114,444,000 for fiscal year 2028;
(i) $116,732,880 for fiscal year
2029;
(iv) $119,067,538 for fiscal year
2030; and
(v) $121,448,888 for fiscal year 2031.
(E) UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION CEN-
TERS PROGRAM.—To carry out section 5505 of

title 49, United States Code—
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1 (1) $83,640,000 for fiscal year 2027;
2 (1) $85,312,800 for fiscal year 2028;
3 (ii1) $87,019,056 for fiscal year 2029;
4 (iv) $88,759,437 for fiscal year 2030;
5 and
6 (v) $90,534,626 for fiscal year 2031.
7 (F) BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION STATIS-
8 TICS.—To carry out chapter 63 of title 49,
9 United States Code—
10 (1) $27,250,000 for fiscal year 2027;
11 (1) $27,500,000 for fiscal year 2028;
12 (111) $27,750,000 for fiscal year 2029;
13 (iv) $28,000,000 for fiscal year 2030;
14 and
15 (v) $28,250,000 for fiscal year 2031.
16 (2) ADMINISTRATION.—The Administrator of
17 the Federal Highway Administration shall—
18 (A) administer the programs described in
19 subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) under para-
20 oraph (1); and
21 (B) in consultation with relevant modal ad-
22 ministrations, administer the programs de-
23 seribed in paragraph (1)(D).
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| (3) APPLICABILITY OF TITLE 23, UNITED
2 STATES CODE.—Amounts authorized to be appro-
3 priated by paragraph (1) shall—
4 (A) be available for obligation in the same
5 manner as 1if those funds were apportioned
6 under chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code,
7 except that the Federal share of the project or
8 activity carried out using those funds shall be
9 80 percent, unless otherwise expressly provided
10 by this Act (including the amendments made by
11 this Act) or otherwise determined by the Sec-
12 retary; and
13 (B) remain available until expended and
14 are not transferable, except as otherwise pro-
15 vided by this Act.
16 (d) PrLoT PROGRAMS.—The following amounts are

17 authorized to be appropriated out of the Highway Trust

18 Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account):

19 (1) WILDLIFE CROSSINGS.—For the wildlife

20 crossings pilot program under section 171 of title

21 23, United States Code, $80,000,000 for each of fis-

22 cal years 2027 through 2031.

23 (2) TRUCK PARKING.—For the truck parking

24 pilot program under section 180 of title 23, United
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1 States Code, $150,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2 2027 through 2031.

3 (e) DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES.—

4 (1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

5 (A) while significant progress has occurred
6 due to the establishment of the disadvantaged
7 business enterprise program, social and eco-
8 nomic disadvantage and related barriers con-
9 tinue to pose significant obstacles for businesses
10 owned by socially and economically disadvan-
11 taged individuals seeking to do business in fed-
12 erally assisted surface transportation markets
13 across the United States;

14 (B) the continuing barriers described in
15 subparagraph (A) merit the continuation of the
16 disadvantaged business enterprise program;

17 (C) Congress has received and reviewed
18 documentation of the effects of social and eco-
19 nomic disadvantage on individuals seeking to do
20 business in federally assisted surface transpor-
21 tation markets from numerous sources, includ-
22 ing congressional hearings and roundtables, sci-
23 entific and other reports, news stories, written
24 statements of barriers to participation by dis-
25 advantaged business owners, and related law-
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suits, which show that efforts that fail to spe-
cifically consider socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals are insufficient to ad-
dress the problem;

(D) the documentation desceribed in sub-
paragraph (C) demonstrates that barriers re-
main for the full and fair participation in sur-
face transportation-related businesses of socially
and economically disadvantaged business own-
ers and has impacted firm development and
many aspects of surface transportation-related
business in the public and private markets; and

(E) the documentation described in sub-
paragraph (C) provides a strong basis that
there is a compelling need for the continuation
of the disadvantaged business enterprise pro-
oram.

(2) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN DEFINED.—In

this subsection:

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘“‘small busi-
ness concern’”’ means a small business concern
(as the term is used 1n section 3 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)).

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘small busi-

ness concern’”’ does not include any concern or

(1062876110)
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| oroup of concerns controlled by the same so-
2 cially and economically disadvantaged individual
3 or individuals that have average annual gross
4 receipts during the preceding 3 fiscal years in
5 excess of $31,840,000, as adjusted annually by
6 the Secretary for inflation.

7 (3) AMOUNTS FOR SMALL BUSINESS CON-
8 CERNS.—A national, aspirational goal of not less
9 than 10 percent of the amounts made available for
10 any program under titles I, II, III, and VI of this
11 Act and section 403 of title 23, United States Code,
12 shall be set for expenditure through good faith ef-
13 forts by recipients of Federal financial assistance
14 through small business concerns owned and con-
15 trolled by socially and economically disadvantaged
16 individuals.

17 (4) DEVELOPMENT OF OBJECTIVE CRITERIA.—
18 (A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180
19 days after the date of enactment of this Act,
20 the Secretary shall develop and publish objec-
21 tive criteria to establish how State governments
22 and unified certification programs will evaluate
23 whether an individual qualifies as socially and
24 economically disadvantaged under the program.
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1 (B) CONSIDERATIONS.—The criteria devel-
2 oped under subparagraph (A)—

3 (1) shall include the ability for an indi-
4 vidual to demonstrate social and economic
5 disadvantage by submitting evidence that
6 would support a finding of the types of dis-
7 crimination prohibited under Kederal law;

8 and

9 (ii) shall include the ability for an in-
10 dividual to submit evidence of specific in-
11 stances of economic hardship, systemic
12 barriers, and denied opportunities that im-
13 peded the individual from achieving edu-
14 cational progress or success, employment
15 opportunities, or business opportunities
16 (including access to capital).

17 (C) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Secretary
18 may periodically revise the objective criteria de-
19 veloped under subparagraph (A).
20 (5) ANNUAL LISTING OF DISADVANTAGED BUSI-
21 NESS ENTERPRISES.—Each State shall annually—
22 (A) survey and compile a list of the small
23 business concerns referred to in paragraph (3)
24 in the State, including the location of the small
25 business concerns in the State;
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(B) notify the Secretary, in writing, of the
number of new small business concerns that
have been certified in the State in the previous
year; and

(C) provide the Secretary with such other
information as the Secretary may require re-
carding the administration of the disadvantaged
business enterprise program.

(6) UNIFORM CERTIFICATION.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish minimum uniform ecriteria for use by
State governments in certifying whether a con-
cern qualifies as a small business concern for
the purpose of this subsection.
(B) INCLUSIONS.—The minimum uniform
criteria  established under subparagraph (A)
shall include, with respect to a potential small
business concern—
(1) on-site visits;
(i1) personal interviews with personnel;
(ii1) issuance or inspection of licenses;
(iv) analyses of stock ownership;

(v) listings of equipment;

(vi) analyses of bonding capacity;

(vi1) listings of work completed;
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G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

S O 0 N N B W

|\ N N© TR NG T NS R NS R N e e T e T e e e T
AW N = O 0O o0 NN OO BB WY

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

ments in reporting to the Secretary:

30
(vii1) examination of the resumes of
principal owners;
(ix) analyses of financial capacity; and
(x) analyses of the type of work pre-
ferred.

(7) REPORTING.—The Secretary shall establish

minimum requirements for use by State govern-

(A) information concerning disadvantaged
business enterprise awards, commitments, and
achievements;

(B) the process utilized and progress made
by each unified certification program in the
State to evaluate and recertify or decertify a
small business concern under the criteria set by
the Secretary, including periodic revision of the
criteria for certification;

(C) the number of existing small business
concerns recertified or decertified in fiscal years
2026 through 2031; and

(D) such other information as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate for the
proper monitoring of the disadvantaged busi-

ness enterprise program.
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1 (8) COMPLIANCE WITH COURT ORDERS.—Noth-
2 ing in this subsection limits the eligibility of an indi-
3 vidual or entity to receive funds made available
4 under titles I, II, III, and VI of this Act and section
5 403 of title 23, United States Code, if the entity or
6 person 18 prevented, in whole or in part, from com-
7 plying with paragraph (3) because a Federal court
8 issues a final order in which the court finds that a
9 requirement or the implementation of paragraph (3)
10 18 unconstitutional.
11 (9) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PROMPT PAYMENT
12 OF DBE SUBCONTRACTORS.—It is the sense of Con-
13 oress that—
14 (A) the Secretary should take additional
15 steps to ensure that recipients comply with see-
16 tion 26.29 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
17 tions (the disadvantaged business enterprises
18 prompt payment rule), or any corresponding
19 regulation, in awarding federally funded trans-
20 portation contracts under laws and regulations
21 administered by the Secretary; and
22 (B) such additional steps should include
23 increasing the Department’s ability to track
24 and keep records of complaints and to make
25 that information publicly available.
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1 (f) GRANT CONDITIONS.—The Secretary may not ter-
minate, withhold, or delay the execution of a grant agree-
ment for a grant or award (in part or in whole) made
using funds made available under this Act (or an amend-

ment made by this Act) on the basis that the grant or

2
3
4
5
6 award no longer effectuates non-statutory program goals
7 or agency priorities, including pursuant to section
8 200.340(a)(4) of title 2, Code of Federal Regulations.

9 SEC. 1102. OBLIGATION LIMITATION.

10 (a) GENERAL LIMITATION.—Subject to subsection
I1 (e) and notwithstanding any other provision of law, the

12 obligations for the Federal-aid highway and highway safe-

13ty construction programs shall not exceed—

14 (1) $72,270,000,000 for fiscal year 2027;
15 (2) $73,045,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;
16 (3) $74,382,000,000 for fiscal year 2029;
17 (4) $75,657,000,000 for fiscal year 2030; and
18 (5) $76,996,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.
19 (b) EXCEPTIONS.—The limitations under subsection

20 (a) shall not apply to obligations under or for—

21 (1) section 125 of title 23, United States Code;
22 (2) section 147 of the Surface Transportation
23 Assistance Act of 1978 (23 U.S.C. 144 note; 92
24 Stat. 2714);
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1 (3) section 9 of the Federal-Aid IHighway Act

2 of 1981 (95 Stat. 1701);

3 (4) subsections (b) and (j) of section 131 of the

4 Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 (96

5 Stat. 2119);

6 (5) subsections (b) and (¢) of section 149 of the

7 Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation As-

8 sistance Act of 1987 (101 Stat. 198);

9 (6) sections 1103 through 1108 of the Inter-
10 modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
11 1991 (105 Stat. 2027);

12 (7) section 157 of title 23, United States Code
13 (as in effect on June 8, 1998);
14 (8) section 105 of title 23, United States Code
15 (as in effect for fiscal years 1998 through 2004, but
16 only in an amount equal to $639,000,000);
17 (9) Federal-aid highway programs for which ob-
18 ligation authority was made available under the
19 Transportation Hquity Act for the 21st Century
20 (112 Stat. 107) or subsequent Acts for multiple
21 years or to remain available until expended, but only
22 to the extent that the obligation authority has not
23 lapsed or been used;
24 (10) section 105 of title 23, United States Code
25 (as in effect for fiscal years 2005 through 2012, but
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| only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for each
2 of those fiscal years);
3 (11) section 1603 of the SAFETEA-LU (23
4 U.S.C. 118 note), to the extent that funds obligated
5 in accordance with such section were not subject to
6 a limitation on obligations at the time at which the
7 funds were initially made available for obligation;
8 (12) section 119 of title 23, United States Code
9 (as in effect for fiscal years 2013 through 2015, but
10 only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for each
11 of those fiscal years);
12 (13) section 119 of title 23, United States Code
13 (as in effect for fiscal years 2016 through 2021, but
14 only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for each
15 of those fiscal years);
16 (14) section 119 of title 23, United States Code
17 (as in effect for fiscal years 2022 through 2026, but
18 only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for each
19 of those fiscal years); and
20 (15) section 119 of title 23, United States Code
21 (as in effect for fiscal years 2027 through 2031, but
22 only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for each
23 of those fiscal years).
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1 (¢) DISTRIBUTION OF OBLIGATION AUTHORITY.—
2 For each of fiscal years 2027 through 2031, the Sec-
3 retary
4 (1) shall not distribute obligation authority pro-
5 vided by subsection (a) for the fiscal year for—
6 (A) amounts authorized for administrative
7 expenses and programs by section 104(a) of
8 title 23, United States Code; and
9 (B) amounts authorized for the Bureau of
10 Transportation Statistics;
11 (2) shall not distribute an amount of obligation
12 authority provided by subsection (a) that is equal to
13 the unobligated balance of amounts—
14 (A) made available from the Highway
15 Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Ac-
16 count) for the Federal-aid highway and highway
17 safety construction programs for previous fiscal
18 vears the funds for which are allocated by the
19 Secretary (or apportioned by the Secretary
20 under section 202 or 204 of title 23, United
21 States Code); and
22 (B) for which obligation authority was pro-
23 vided in a previous fiscal year;
24 (3) shall determine the proportion that—
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(A) the obligation authority provided by
subsection (a) for the fiscal year, less the agere-
cate of the amount not distributed under para-
oraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection; bears to

(B) the total of sums authorized to be ap-
propriated for the Federal-aid highway and
highway safety construction programs (other
than sums authorized to be appropriated for
provisions of law described in paragraphs (1)
through (14) of subsection (b) and sums au-
thorized to be appropriated for section 119 of
title 23, United States Code, equal to the
amount referred to in subsection (b)(15) for the
fiscal year), less the ageregate of the amounts
not distributed under paragraphs (1) and (2) of
this subsection;

(4) shall distribute the obligation authority pro-

vided by subsection (a), less the ageregate amounts
not distributed under paragraphs (1) and (2), for
each of the programs (other than programs to which
paragraph (1) applies) that are allocated by the Sec-
retary under this Act and title 23, United States
Code, or apportioned by the Secretary under section

202 or 204 of such title, by multiplying—

(1062876110)
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| (A) the proportion determined under para-
2 oraph (3); by

3 (B) the amounts authorized to be appro-
4 priated for each such program for the fiscal
5 year;

6 (5) subject to paragraph (6), shall distribute
7 the obligation authority provided by subsection (a),
8 less the aggregate amount not distributed under
9 paragraphs (1) and (2) and the amounts distributed
10 under paragraph (4), for the Federal-aid highway
11 and highway safety construction programs that are
12 apportioned by the Secretary under title 23, United
13 States Code (other than the amounts apportioned
14 for the national highway performance program in
15 section 119 of title 23, United States Code, that are
16 exempt from limitation under subsection (b)(15) and
17 the amounts apportioned under sections 202 and
18 204 of such title) in the proportion that—

19 (A) amounts authorized to be appropriated
20 for the programs that are apportioned under
21 title 23, United State Code, to each State for
22 the fiscal year; bears to
23 (B) the total of the amounts authorized to
24 be appropriated for the programs that are ap-
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1 portioned under title 23, United States Code, to
2 all States for the fiscal year; and

3 (6) of the amounts calculated for a State under
4 paragraph (5), distribute to any direct recipient des-
5 ignated under section 1113(d) located in such State,
6 or proportionally located in such State—

7 (A) for a direct recipient located in 1
8 State, an amount of obligcation authority de-
9 scribed in section 1113(d)(4)(B); or
10 (B) for a direct recipient located in more
11 than 1 State, a proportional amount of obliga-
12 tion authority described n section
13 1113(d)(4)(B).
14 (d) REDISTRIBUTION OF UNUSED OBLIGATION AU-
15 TtHoRITY.—Notwithstanding subsection (¢), the Secretary

16 shall, after August 1 of each of fiscal years 2027 through

17 2031—

18 (1) revise a distribution of the obligation au-
19 thority made available under subsection (¢) if an
20 amount distributed cannot be obligated during the
21 fiscal year; and

22 (2) redistribute sufficient amounts to those
23 States able to obligate amounts in addition to those
24 previously distributed during the fiscal year, giving
25 priority to those States having large unoblicated bal-
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| ances of funds apportioned under section 104 of title

2 23, United States Code, and paragraph (1) under

3 the heading “IHighway Infrastructure Program’ in

4 title VIII of division J of the Infrastructure Invest-

5 ment and Jobs Act (135 Stat. 1420), commonly re-

6 ferred to as the “Bridge Formula Program”.

7 () APPLICABILITY OF OBLIGATION LIMITATIONS TO

8 CERTAIN PROGRAMS.

9 (1) TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH PROGRAMS.
10 (A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
11 subparagraph (B), obligation limitations im-
12 posed by subsection (a) shall apply to contract
13 authority for transportation research programs
14 carried out under chapter 5 of title 23, United
15 States Code.

16 (B) ExXCEPTION.—Obligation authority

17 made available under subparagraph (A) shall—
18 (1) remain available for a period of 4
19 fiscal years; and
20 (1) be in addition to the amount of
21 any limitation on obligations for the Fed-
22 eral-aid highway and highway safety con-
23 struction programs for future fiscal years.
24 (2) DIRECT RECIPIENT METROPOLITAN PLAN-
25 NING ORGANIZATIONS,
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40
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), obligation limitations im-
posed by subsection (a) shall apply to contract
authority apportioned under section 104(b)(6)
of title 23, United States Code, that is directly
allocated under section 1113(d)(4)(B) of this
Act to a direct recipient designated under such
section.
(B) EXCEPTION.—Obligation  authority
made available under subparagraph (A) shall—
(1) remain available for a period of 2
fiscal years; and
(11) be in addition to the amount of
any limitation imposed on obligations for
Federal-aid highway and highway safety
construction programs for future fiscal
years.

REDISTRIBUTION OF CERTAIN AUTHORIZED

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after

the date of distribution of obligation authority under
subsection (¢) for each of fiscal years 2027 through
2031, the Secretary shall distribute to the States

any funds (excluding funds authorized for the pro-

(1062876110)
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| eram under section 202 of title 23, United States
2 Code) that—
3 (A) are authorized to be appropriated for
4 the fiscal year for the Federal-aid highway pro-
5 orams; and
6 (B) the Secretary determines will not be
7 allocated to the States (or will not be appor-
8 tioned to the States under section 204 of title
9 23, United States Code), and will not be avail-
10 able for obligation, for the fiscal year because
11 of the imposition of any obligation limitation for
12 the fiscal year.
13 (2) RAT10.—Funds shall be distributed under
14 paragraph (1) in the same proportion as the dis-
15 tribution of obligation authority under subsection

16 (e)(5).

17 (3) AVAILABILITY.—Funds distributed to each
18 State under paragraph (1) shall be available for any
19 purpose described in section 133(b) of title 23,
20 United States Code.

21 SEC. 1103. DEFINITIONS.
22 Section 101(a) of title 23, United States Code, is

23 amended—

24 (1) in paragraph (18) by striking “and traffic
25 control centers” and inserting “, traffic control cen-
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| ters, and backup power systems for traffic control

2 devices and systems’’;

3 (2) by redesignating paragraphs (6) through

4 (36) as paragraphs (7) through (37), respectively;

5 and

6 (3) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-

7 lowing:

8 “(6) DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term

9 ‘digital infrastructure’ means public and private

10 technology assets, including advanced digital con-

11 struction management systems and related tech-

12 nology, that create, exchange, secure, or use data,

13 including communications systems, servers, routers,

14 hardware, sensors, and software applications.”.

15 SEC. 1104. APPORTIONMENT.

16 Section 104 of title 23, United States Code, is

17 amended—

18 (1) in subsection (a)(1) by striking subpara-

19 oraphs (A) through (E) and inserting the following:

20 “(A) $478,000,000 for fiscal year 2027;

21 “(B) $487,500,000 for fiscal year 2028;

22 “(C) $497,500,000 for fiscal year 2029;

23 “(D) $508,000,000 for fiscal year 2030;

24 and

25 “(E) $519,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.”;
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(2) 1 subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph
(1)—

(i) by inserting “and high priority cor-
ridor” after ‘“national highway freight”;
and

(i1) by striking “the carbon reduction
program under section 175, to carry out
subsection (¢) of the PROTECT program
under section 176,”;

(B) in paragraph (1) by striking
“59.0771195921461 percent” and inserting
“62 percent’’;

(C) in paragraph (2) by striking
“28.7402203421251 percent” and inserting
“31 percent’’;

(D) in  paragraph (3) by striking
“6.70605141316253 percent” and inserting ‘7
percent’’;

(E) in paragraph (4)—

(i) in subparagraph (B) by striking
“shall be” and all that follows through
“for fiscal year 2026.” and inserting ‘“‘shall

be—
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“(1) $2,890,000,000 for fiscal year
2027;

“(i1) $2,920,000,000 for fiscal year
2028;

“(iil) $3,010,000,000 for fiscal year
2029;

“Giv) $3,070,000,000 for fiscal year
2030; and

“(v) $3,130,000,000 for fiscal year
2031.”; and

(i) in subparagraph (C) by striking
“fiscal year 2020”7 and inserting ‘“‘fiscal
year 2026”7 each place it appears;

(F') in paragraph (5)—

(i) in the paragraph heading by in-
serting “AND HIGIT PRIORITY CORRIDOR”
after “NATIONAL HIGITWAY FREIGIT;

(i) by inserting ‘“‘and high priority
corridor” after ‘“‘national highway freight”
each place 1t appears; and

(iii) in subparagraph (B) by striking
clauses (1) through (v) and inserting the
following:

“(1) $1,550,000,000 for fiscal year
2027;
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1 “(i1) $1,600,000,000 for fiscal year

2 2028;

3 “(ii1) $1,650,000,000 for fiscal year

4 2029;

5 “(iv) $1,700,000,000 for fiscal year

6 2030; and

7 “(v) $1,750,000,000 for fiscal year

8 2031.7;

9 (G) in paragraph (6)—

10 (1) In subparagraph (B) by striking

11 clauses (i) through (v) and inserting the

12 following:

13 “(1) $520,000,000 for fiscal year

14 2027;

15 “(1) $540,000,000 for fiscal year

16 2028;

17 “(iil)  $560,000,000 for fiscal year

18 2029;

19 “(iv) $580,000,000 for fiscal year

20 2030; and

21 “(v) $600,000,000 for fiscal year

22 2031.”; and

23 (i) in subparagraph (C) by striking

24 “fiscal year 2020”7 and inserting ‘“‘fiscal

25 year 2026”7 each place it appears; and
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(3) in subsection (¢)

46
() by striking paragraphs (7) and (8);

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(1) in the matter preceding subpara-
eraph (A) by striking “fiscal year 20227
and inserting “fiscal year 20277,

(1) in subparagraph (A)@Gi)(I) by
striking “fiscal year 20217 and inserting
“fiscal year 2026”’; and

(111) in subparagraph (B) by striking
“that is”” and all that follows through “the
previous fiscal year.” and inserting “‘that
18 equal to at least 95 percent of the esti-
mated tax payments attributable to high-
way users in the State paid into the High-
way Trust Fund (other than the Mass
Transit Account) in the most recent fiscal
year for which data is available.”; and
(B) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by striking “fiscal year 2022 and
inserting “fiscal year 20277

(i) by inserting ‘“and high priority
corridor”” after “‘national highway freight’’;

and

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W Bk W =

—
o = O

SEC.

—_—
B~ W

47
(iii) by striking “the carbon reduction

program under section 175, to carry out

subsection (¢) of the PROTECT program

under section 176,”; and
(4) in subsection (h)—

(A) by inserting “and high priority cor-
ridor”” after “‘national hichway freight”’; and

(B) by striking “the carbon reduction pro-
oram under section 175, to carry out subsection
(¢) of the PROTECT program under section
176,”.

1105. NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT MULTIMODAL

FREIGHT AND HIGHWAY PROJECTS.

Section 117 of title 23, United States Code, is

15 amended—

16 (1) in subsection (¢)(1)(B) by striking
17 “200,000” and inserting “50,000";

18 (2) 1 subsection (d)(1)(A)—

19 (A) in clause (i1) by striking “including”
20 and all that follows through ‘national scenic
21 area;”’ and inserting “‘including a project to add
22 capacity to the Interstate System to improve
23 mobility;”’;

24 (B) by striking clause (v); and
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(C) by redesignating clauses (vi) through
(viil) as clauses (v) through (vii), respectively;
(3) 1 subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by striking “15 per-
cent” and inserting “10 percent”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2) by striking
“$5,000,000” and inserting “$10,000,0007’;

(4) in subsection (f)(2) by striking “for the pur-

pose of improving habitat for aquatic species” and
inserting ‘“‘that is eligible under section 176(d) of

title 237,

(5) in subsection (n)—

(A) by striking “NOTIFICATION.— (1) IN
GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days” and insert-
ing “NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 3 days”’;

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and

(C) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
and (B) as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively;
(6) in subsection (p) by striking paragraph (3);
(7) in subsection (q)—

(A) in paragraph (3)(A) by inserting ‘“‘and
except as provided in paragraph (7)” after

“other provision of law’’;
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1 (B) in paragraph (4)(A) by striking
2 “$150,000,000” and inserting “10 percent of
3 such amounts’; and

4 (C) by adding at the end the following:

5 “(7)  LIMITED WAIVER AUTHORITY FOR
6 PREAPPROVAL RISK.—

7 “(A) AuTHORITY.—The Secretary may in-
8 crease the Federal share for a project receiving
9 a grant under this subsection to not more than
10 100 percent, solely with respect to eligible costs
11 desceribed in  subparagraph (C), if the Sec-
12 retary—

13 “(i) finds that the project that in-
14 cludes construction activities has not re-
15 ceived—

16 “(I) a fimal Federal environ-
17 mental decision under the National
18 Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
19 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); or
20 “(IT) a Federal, State, or local
21 permit necessary to commence con-
22 struction; and
23 “(1) determines that requiring the
24 non-Federal share prior to such decision or
25 permit would materially increase the risk
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of unreasonable project delay or project

nondelivery.

“(B) LiMITATIONS.—The Secretary may
exercise the authority under subparagraph
(A)—

“(1) for not more than 5 projects in a
fiscal year; and

“(i1) only to the extent that the aggre-
cate amount of Federal participation ap-
plied pursuant to subparagraph (A) for the
eligible costs described in subparagraph

(C) does mnot exceed $30,000,000 for a

project.

“(C) ELIGIBLE COSTS.

The authority
under this paragraph may be applied only to
nonconstruction costs the Secretary determines
are reasonably necessary to advance the project
to receipt of the approvals deseribed in subpara-
oraph (A)(i), including planning, preliminary
engineering, environmental review, and permit-
ting activities.

“(D) ToraL AWARD.—Nothing in this
paragraph shall be construed to authorize the
Secretary to increase the total amount of a

orant awarded under this subsection.

(1062876110)
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“(E) NOTICE AND REPORT.—Not later
than 15 days prior to exercising authority
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Environment and Public¢
Works of the Senate a notification that includes
the basis for the determination under subpara-
oraph (A).

“(F) OVERSIGHT AND RECOVERY.—

“(1) LiMrTATION.—The Secretary may
exercise the authority under this para-
eraph only if the Secretary determines that
the recipient has established appropriate
accounting, internal control, and record-
keeping procedures to ensure that amounts
made available under this paragraph are
used only for the eligible costs described in
subparagraph (C).

“(11) REPAYMENT REQUIRED.—If the
Secretary determines that amounts made
available under this paragraph were ex-
pended for costs that are not eligible under
this paragraph, the Secretary shall require

repayment of such amounts and may take

(1062876110)
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such other action as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate under the grant agree-
ment.

“(G) SUNSET.—This paragraph shall cease

to be effective on October 1, 2031.”; and
(8) by striking subsection (s).
SEC. 1106. NATIONAL HIGHWAY PERFORMANCE PROGRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 119(e) of title 23, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting the

“(5) REQUIREMENT FOR PLAN.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—

“(1)  DETERMINATION OF COMPLI-
ANCE.—Once every 2 years, the Secretary
shall make a determination as to whether
each State has developed and implemented
a State asset management plan consistent
with this section.

“(1) FEDERAL SHARE FOR NON-
COMPLIANT STATE.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 120, for any State the Secretary has
determined has not developed and imple-
mented such a plan, the Federal share

payable on account of any project or activ-

(1062876110)
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ity for which funds are obligated by the
State under this section shall be 65 per-
cent.
“(B) APPLICATION.—

A deter-

“(1) COMPLIANT STATES.
mination of compliance under subpara-
eraph (A) shall apply until the next recer-
tification date under such subparagraph

and paragraph (6)(B).

“(11) NONCOMPLIANT STATES.—A de-
termination of noncompliance under sub-
paragraph (A) shall apply during the pe-
riod beginning on the date of the deter-
mination and ending on the date on which
the Secretary determines that the State is
in compliance pursuant to subparagraph
(E)1).

“(C) SUBMISSION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A State shall sub-
mit to the Secretary information to sup-
port a determination under subparagraph
(A) In conjunction with a submission with
respect to recertification under paragraph

(6)(B).

(1062876110)
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“(11) REQUIREMENTS.—For purposes
of subparagraph (A) and paragraph
(6)(B), a submission of a State shall—

“(I) be considered sufficient with
respect to the time period if the sub-
mission 18 for the most recent year;
and

“(IT) for applicable years other
than the most recent year, include a
certification by the State that the
asset management undertaken in such
applicable years by the State meets
the requirements of this subsection.

“(D) OPPORTUNITY TO CURE.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary
determines that a State is not in compli-
ance under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall provide to the State—

“(I) a written statement of the
specific actions the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary for the State to
come into compliance with this sec-
tion; and

“(II) a period of not less than 90

days to cure the deficiencies, during
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| which all penalties and other legal im-
2 pacts of a determination of non-
3 compliance shall be stayed.

4 “(i1)  EXTENSION.—The Secretary,
5 upon request of a State, may extend the
6 time period described in clause (1)(II), in-
7 cluding the stay of all penalties and other
8 legal impacts of a determination of non-
9 compliance.”’; and

10 (2) in paragraph (6) by striking subparagraph
11 (C) and inserting the following:

12 “(C) OPPORTUNITY TO CURE.—

13 “(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary
14 denies certification under subparagraph
15 (A), the Secretary shall provide the State
16 with—

17 “(I) not less than 90 days to
18 cure the deficiencies of the plan, dur-
19 ing which time period all penalties
20 and other legal impacts of a denial of
21 certification shall be stayed; and
22 “(II) a written statement of the
23 specific actions the Secretary deter-
24 mines to be necessary for the State to
25 cure the plan.
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1 “(i1)  EXTENSION.—The Secretary,

2 upon request of a State, may extend the

3 time period described in clause (1)(I), in-

4 cluding the stay of all penalties and other

5 legal impacts of a denial of certification.”.

6 (b) REGIONAL ADVANCE MITIGATION.—Section

7 119(g2) of title 23, United States Code, is amended—

8 (1) in paragraph (1)—

9 (A) in subparagraph (A)(ii) by inserting
10 “and regional advance mitigation programs’”
11 after “banks’’;

12 (B) in subparagraph (B)—

13 (i) by inserting “and the establish-
14 ment of”” after “‘contributions to”’; and

15 (i) by inserting °“, plans, and pro-
16 erams’ after “‘efforts”; and

17 (C) in subparagraph (C)—

18 (i) by inserting “and programs’ after
19 “protection plans’; and

20 (i1) by inserting “and advance mitiga-
21 tion programs’ after “‘restoration plans’;
22 (2) in paragraph (2) by striking “and plans”
23 and inserting “plans, and programs’” each place it
24 appears; and

25 (3) in paragraph (3)(B)—
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1 (A) by inserting ‘“‘or State- or regionally-

2 sponsored advance mitigation program’ after

3 “agency-sponsored mitigation bank’’;

4 (B) by striking “funded” and inserting “‘el-

5 igible” each place it appears; and

6 (C) by inserting “or advance mitigation

7 program credits” after “credits” each place it

8 appears.

9 (¢) REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year
10 after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
I1 revise any regulations necessary to carry out the amend-
12 ments made by subsection (a).

13 SEC. 1107. FEDERAL SHARE.

14 Section 120(¢) of title 23, United States Code, is

15 amended—

16 (1) in paragraph (1) by striking “closure” and

17 inserting “closure or improvements’; and

18 (2) by adding at the end the following:

19 “(5) METROPOLITAN PLANNING.—Except as

20 otherwise provided under this title, the Federal

21 share payable for an activity carried out under sec-

22 tion 134 shall be 90 percent.”.

23 SEC. 1108. BRIDGE PROGRAMS.

24 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 124 of title 23, United

25 States Code, is amended to read as follows:
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1 “§124. Grants for rebuilding America’s vital engi-

2 neering structures program
3 “(a) STATE APPORTIONMENT MECHANISM.—
4 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
5 lish a program to provide grants to each State in ac-
6 cordance with the apportionment formula desecribed
7 in paragraph (3) for the construction of new bridges
8 and to improve the safety, efficiency, reliability, ca-
9 pacity, and utility of bridges and other structures in
10 the United States.
11 “(2) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—
12 “(A) IN GENERAL.—Funds apportioned to
13 a State under this subsection may only be obli-
14 cated for projects to construct, replace, rehabili-
15 tate, preserve, protect, expand, or improve—
16 “(1) a bridge on a public road; or
17 “(11) a culvert.
18 “(B) CosTs.—A grant provided for an eli-
19 oible project described in subparagraph (A)
20 may be used for—
21 “(1) development phase activities, in-
22 cluding planning, feasibility analysis, rev-
23 enue forecasting, environmental review,
24 preliminary engineering and design work,
25 and other preconstruction activities;
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“(11) construction, reconstruction, re-
habilitation, acquisition of real property

(including land related to the project and

improvements to the land), environmental

mitigation, construction contingencies, ac-
quisition of equipment, and operational 1m-
provements directly related to improving
system performance; and

“(i11) expenses relating to the protec-
tion of a bridge (including as described in

section 133(b)(10)).

“(C) BUNDLING OF BRIDGE PROJECTS.—
Projects bundled pursuant to section 144())
shall be considered eligible under subparagraph
(A).

“(3) APPORTIONMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts made avail-
able to carry out this subsection for a fiscal
yvear shall be apportioned among each State as
follows:

“(1) $75,000,000 shall be apportioned
to each State.
“(11) The remainder of amounts not

otherwise distributed under clause (1) shall

(1062876110)
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| be apportioned among each State as fol-
2 lows:
3 “(I) 25 percent by the proportion
4 of the total bridge deck area in such
5 State that bears to the sum of total
6 bridge deck area in all States.
7 “(IT) 25 percent by the propor-
8 tion of the total bridge deck area clas-
9 sified as in poor condition in such
10 State that bears to the sum of the
11 total bridge deck area classified n
12 poor condition in all States.
13 “(III) 25 percent by the propor-
14 tion of the total bridge deck area of
15 bridges on the National Highway Sys-
16 tem in such State that bears to the
17 sum of the total National Highway
18 System bridge deck area in all States.
19 “(IV) 25 percent by the propor-
20 tion of the total bridge deck area of
21 bridges on the National Highway Sys-
22 tem that is classified as in poor condi-
23 tion in such State that bears to the
24 sum of the total bridge deck area of
25 bridges on the National Highway Sys-
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tem that is classified as in poor condi-
tion in all States.

“(B) MINIMUM APPORTIONMENT.—Not-
withstanding subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall adjust the amounts apportioned to each
State to ensure that each State receives an
amount equal to at least the amount such State
received in fiscal year 2026 under paragraph
(1) under the heading ‘Highway Infrastructure
Programs’ in title VIII of division J of the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act (135
Stat. 1420), commonly referred to as the
‘Bridge Formula Program’.

“(C) SET ASIDE FOR OFF-SYSTEM

BRIDGES.

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-
vided under clause (ii), of the amounts ap-
portioned to a State under this paragraph
for each fiscal year, the State shall ensure
that not less than 20 percent of such
amounts are used for purposes relating to
off-system bridges (as defined in section
133(f)(1)).

“(i1) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary, in

consultation with relevant State and local

(1062876110)
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officials, may reduce the set aside require-
ment for a State under clause (1) if the
Secretary determines that the State has an
insufficient number of projects relating to
off-system bridges.

“(i1) LOCAL CONSULTATION.—In de-
termining the off-system bridges for which
amounts shall be set aside under this sub-
paragraph shall be used, each State shall
consult with, as applicable, relevant metro-
politan planning organizations, regional
transportation planning organizations, and
other mnon-State owners of off-system
bridges.

“(iv) INCLUSION OF LOCALLY-OWNED
BRIDGES.—Amounts set aside under sub-
paragraph (D) that are used for purposes
relating to locally-owned bridges that are
off-system bridges shall count towards the
amount required to be used for off-system
bridges by a State under clause (i).

“(D) SET ASIDE FOR LOCALLY-OWNED

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-

vided under clause (i1), of the amounts ap-

(1062876110)
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portioned to a State under this paragraph
for each fiscal year, the State shall set
aside not less than 25 percent to fund a
competitive  process for locally-owned
bridges as described in clause (iv) of this
subparagraph.

“(i1) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary, in
consultation with relevant State and local
officials, may reduce the set aside require-
ment for a State under clause (i) only if
the Secretary determines that the State
has an insufficient number of projects re-
lating to locally-owned bridges.

“(m) COMPETITIVE  PROCESS.—A

State required to oblicate funds in accord-
ance with this subparagraph shall conduct
a competitive process to select projects for
funding.

“(1v) LOCALLY-OWNED BRIDGE DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘lo-
cally-owned bridge’ means a bridge owned
by a county, town, township, city, munici-
pality, or other local entity.

“(E) LIMITATION.—

(1062876110)
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1 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-
2 vided in clause (ii), of the amounts appor-
3 tioned to a State under this paragraph for
4 each fiscal year, the State may use not
5 more than 5 percent of such amounts for
6 projects that consist solely of culvert re-
7 placement or rehabilitation.

8 “(11)  EXCEPTION.—The limitation
9 under clause (i) shall not apply if a State
10 18 required by an injunction issued by a
11 Federal court to modify or replace culverts.
12 “(F) NATIONAL BRIDGE INVENTORY.—For
13 purposes of determining the amount appor-
14 tioned to each State pursuant to subparagraph
15 (A), the Secretary shall calculate such formula
16 using the most recently available data from the
17 national bridge inventory established under see-
18 tion 144(b).

19 “(G) NON-APPLICABILITY.—Section
20 165(b)(3) shall not apply to amounts appor-
21 tioned under this subsection.
22 “(4) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
23 cost of a project carried out under this subsection
24 shall be determined in accordance with section 120,
25 except that, in the case of such a project for an off-
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1 system bridge that is a locally-owned bridge or is
2 owned by a federally-recognized Tribe, the Federal
3 share shall be 95 percent.

4 “(5) TRANSFERS.—A State may only transfer
5 amounts apportioned under this subsection if the
6 Secretary determines that the State has an insuffi-
7 cient number of eligible projects for which such
8 amounts may be used.

9 “(6) TREATMENT OF PROJECTS.—Notwith-
10 standing any other provision of law, a project car-
11 ried out with amounts apportioned under this sub-
12 section shall be treated as a project on a Federal-
13 aid highway under this chapter.

14 “(7) SET ASIDE FOR TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION
15 FACILITY BRIDGES.—Of the amounts made available
16 to carry out this subsection, the Secretary shall set
17 aside 3 percent to carry out section 202(d).

18 “(8) SET-ASIDE FOR CULVERTS.—Of amounts
19 made available to carry out this subsection,
20 $200,000,000 for each fiscal year through fiscal year
21 2031 shall be available to the Secretary, through the
22 Administrator of the Federal Highway Administra-
23 tion, to make competitive grants under section 6703
24 of title 49.
25 “(9) REPORTS.
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“(A) REPORTS TO SECRETARY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State that
receives a grant under this section shall
submit to the Secretary, on an annual
basis, a report describing—

“(I) progress made in completing
projects with funds apportioned under
this subsection; and

“(II) the effectiveness of such
projects in reducing the number of
bridges in poor condition and that re-
quire posted weight restrictions.

“(i1) PuBLICATION.—The Secretary
shall publish each report submitted under
clause (1) on a publicly available website of
the Secretary.

The Sec-

“(B) REPORT TO CONGRESS.
retary shall submit to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate, and
make publicly available, an annual report de-
seribing—

“(1) projects carried out under this

subsection;

(1062876110)
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| “(i1) national trends regarding the
2 condition of bridges, including the effec-
3 tiveness of such projects in reducing the
4 number of bridges in poor condition and
5 that require posted weight restrictions; and
6 “(i11) policy recommendations to im-
7 prove the effectiveness of the State appor-
8 tionment mechanism established under this
9 subsection.

10 “(b) BRIDGE COMPLETION PROGRAM.—

11 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
12 lish a program for the purpose of awarding grants,
13 on a competitive basis, to eligible entities to improve
14 the safety, efficiency, reliability, capacity, and utility
15 of bridges in the United States.

16 “(2) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—

17 “(A) IN GENERAL.—A grant provided
18 under this subsection may only be used for
19 projects to construct, replace, rehabilitate, pre-
20 serve, protect, expand, or improve a bridge on
21 the National Highway System.
22 “(B) INCLUSION.—In this subsection, the
23 term ‘eligible project’ includes—
24 “(1) a bundle of projects described in
25 subparagraph (A), regardless of whether
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the bundle of projects meets the require-
ments of section 144(j)(5); and

“(i1) a project to replace or rehabili-
tate culverts that is eligible under section
176(d).

“(C) Costs.—A grant provided for a

project described in subparagraph (A) may be

used for—

“(1) development phase activities, in-
cluding planning, feasibility analysis, rev-
enue forecasting, environmental review,
preliminary engineering and design work,
and other preconstruction activities;

“(i1) construction, reconstruction, re-
habilitation, acquisition of real property
(including land related to the project and
improvements to the land), environmental
mitigation, construction contingencies, ac-
quisition of equipment, and operational im-
provements directly related to improving
system performance; and

“(i11) expenses related to the protec-
tion of a bridge as described in section

133(b)(10).

(1062876110)
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“(3) GRANT AMOUNTS.—A grant provided

under this subsection shall be—

“(A) in an amount that is sufficient (in
combination with other financial resources iden-
tified in the application for such grant) to fully
fund the project for which the grant is awarded;
and

“(B) not less than $50,000,000.

“(4) COST SIHARE.—

“(A) FEDERAL SHARE.—The amount of
assistance provided by the Secretary under this
subsection for a project shall not exceed 50 per-
cent of the total cost of the project.

“(B) OTHER FUNDS.—Federal assistance

other than a grant provided under this sub-
section may be used to satisfy the non-Federal
share of the cost of a project for which a grant
18 provided under this subsection, except that
the total Federal assistance provided for such a
project may not exceed the applicable Federal
share for the project under section 120.

“(C) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGEN-

CIES AND TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, Federal as-

sistance other than a grant provided under this

(1062876110)
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subsection may be used to pay the remaining
share of the cost of a project carried out with
a grant provided under this subsection by a
Federal land management agency or a 'Tribal
government or consortium of Tribal govern-
ments.

“(5) COMPETITIVE PROCESS AND EVALUA-

TION.—

“(A) ArPLICATIONS.—To be eligible for a
orant under this subsection, an eligible entity
shall submit to the Secretary an application at
such time, in such manner, and containing such
information as the Secretary may require, in-
cluding all necessary information required for
the Secretary to—

“(i) determine that the project meets
and will continue to meet the applicable re-
quirements under this subsection; and

“(i1) otherwise evaluate the project,
including using the criteria deseribed in

subparagraph (B).

“(B)  CONSIDERATIONS.—In  selecting
projects for which to provide a grant under this
subsection, the Secretary shall consider the fol-

lowing:

(1062876110)
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“(i) The average daily person and
freight throughput expected to be sup-
ported by the project.

“(i1) The expected safety benefits of
the project.

“(i11) The expected national or re-
olonal economic benefits of the project.

“(iv) In the case of a project that is
bundled with related projects, the extent to
which the project will demonstrate cost
savings.

“(v) In the case of a project proposed
to be carried out by a Federal land man-
agement agency, the extent to which the
erant would reduce a Federal lLability or
Federal infrastructure maintenance back-
log.

“(vi) Geographic diversity among
erant recipients, including the need to bal-
ance between the needs of rural and urban
communities.

“(vii) The extent to which the project
is for a bridge in poor condition or at risk

of falling into poor condition.

(1062876110)
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1 “(vii1) The extent to which the project
2 is for a bridge that does not meet the most
3 up-to-date geometric design standards
4 based on the type and use of the bridge.

5 “(ix) The extent to which the project
6 1s for a bridge that does not meet the most
7 up-to-date seismic design standards or in-
8 corporate adequate impact protection
9 measures.

10 “(6) TIFIA PROGRAM.—On the request of an
11 eligible entity carrying out a project with a grant
12 provided under this subsection, the Secretary may
13 use amounts awarded to the entity to pay subsidy
14 and administrative costs necessary to provide to the
15 entity Federal credit assistance under chapter 6 with
16 respect to the project for which the grant was
17 awarded.

18 “(7) MULTIYEAR AGREEMENTS.—

19 “(A) IN GENERAL.—A project carried out
20 with a grant provided under this subsection
21 may be carried out through a multiyear grant
22 agreement in accordance with this paragraph.
23 “(B) REQUIREMENTS.—A multiyear grant
24 agreement for a project deseribed in subpara-
25 oraph (A) shall—
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“(1) establish the terms of participa-
tion by the Federal Government in the
project;

“(11) establish the maximum amount
of Federal financial assistance for the
project in accordance with paragraph (4);

“(i11) establish a payout schedule for
the project that provides for disbursement
of the full grant amount by not later than
4 fiscal years after the fiscal year in which
the initial amount is provided;

“(iv) determine the period of time for
completing the project, even if the period
extends beyond the period of an authoriza-
tion; and

“(v) attempt to improve timely and ef-
ficient management of the project, con-
sistent with all applicable Federal laws (in-

cluding regulations).

“(C)) SPECIAL FINANCIAL RULES.
“(1) IN GENERAL.—A multiyear grant
agreement under this paragraph—
“(I) shall obligate an amount of
available budget authority specified in

law; and

(1062876110)
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“(IT) may include a commitment,
contingent on an amount to be speci-
fied in law 1n advance for commit-
ments under this paragraph, to obli-
cate an additional amount from fu-
ture available budget authority speci-
fied in law.

“(i1) STATEMENT OF CONTINGENT

COMMITMENT.—The agreement shall state

that the contingent commitment is not an

obligation of the Federal Government.

“(i11) INTERESTS AND OTHER FINANC-

ING COSTS.—

(1062876110)

“(I) IN GENERAL.—Interest and
other financing costs of carrying out a
part of the project within a reasonable
time shall be considered a cost of car-
rying out the project under a
multiyear grant agreement, except
that the eligible costs may mnot be
more than the cost of the most favor-
able financing terms reasonably avail-
able for the project at the time of bor-

rowing.
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“(IT) CERTIFICATION.—The ap-
plicant shall certify to the Secretary
that the applicant has shown reason-
able diligence in seeking the most fa-
vorable financing terms.

“(iv) ADVANCE PAYMENT.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, an eli-

eible entity carrying out a project under a

multiyear grant agreement—

“(I) may use funds made avail-
able to the entity under this title for
eligible project costs of the project
until the amount specified in the
multiyear grant agreement for the
project for that fiscal year becomes
available for obligation; and

“(IT) if the eligible entity uses
funds described in subclause (I), the
funds used shall be reimbursed from
the amount made available under the
multiyear gerant agreement for the

project.

“(8) UNDERTAKING PARTS OF PROJECTS IN

(1062876110)
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may

pay to an eligible entity all eligible project costs
desceribed in paragraph (2)(B), including costs
for an activity for a project incurred prior to
the date on which the project receives funding

under this subsection 1f—

“(1) before the eligible entity carries
out the activity, the Secretary approves
through a letter to the applicant the activ-
ity in the same manner as the Secretary
approves other activities as eligible under
this subsection;

“(i1) a record of decision, a finding of
no significant impact, or a categorical ex-
clusion under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.) has been issued for the project; and

“(ii1) the activity is initially carried
out without Federal assistance and in ac-
cordance with all applicable procedures and
requirements.

“(B) INTERESTS AND OTHER FINANCING

COSTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes

of subparagraph (A), the cost of carrying

(1062876110)
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section, the agency:

7

out an activity for a project under this
subsection includes the amount of interest
and other financing costs, including any in-
terest earned and payable on bonds, to the
extent the interest and other financing
costs are expended in carrying out the ac-
tivity for the project, except that interest
and other financing costs may not be more
than the cost of the most favorable financ-
ing terms reasonably available for the
project at the time of borrowing.

“(11) CERTIFICATION.—The applicant
shall certify to the Secretary that the ap-
plicant has shown reasonable diligence in
seeking the most favorable financing terms
under clause (1).

“(C) NO OBLIGATION.—An approval by

the Secretary under subparagraph (A)(i) shall

not constitute an oblication of the Federal Gov-

ernment.

“(9) DIVESTITURE CONSIDERATION FOR FED-
ERALLY-OWNED BRIDGES.—In the case of a bridge
owned by a Federal land management agency for

which the agency applies for a grant under this sub-

(1062876110)
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1 “(A) shall consider options to divest the
2 bridge to a State or local entity after comple-
3 tion of the project; and
4 “(B) may apply jointly with the State or
5 local entity to which the bridge may be divested.
6 “(10) TREATMENT OF PROJECTS.—Notwith-
7 standing any other provision of law, a project as-
8 sisted under this subsection shall be treated as a
9 project on a Federal-aid highway under this chapter.
10 “(11)  CONGRESSIONAL  NOTIFICATION.—Not
11 later than 3 days before providing a grant for a
12 project under this subsection, the Secretary shall
13 submit to the Committee on Transportation and In-
14 frastructure of the House of Representatives and the
15 Committee on Environment and Public Works of the
16 Senate a written notification of such grant.
17 “(12) ELIGIBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—In this
18 subsection, the term ‘eligible entity’ means any of
19 the following:
20 “(A) A State or a group of States.
21 “(B) A metropolitan planning organization
22 that serves an urbanized area (as designated by
23 the Bureau of Census) with a population over
24 200,000.
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“(C) A unit of local government or group
of local governments.

“(D) A political subdivision of a State or
local government.

“(E) A special purpose district or public
authority with a transportation function.

“(F) A Federal land management agency.

“(G) A Tribal government or a consortium
of Tribal governments.

“(H) A multistate or multijurisdictional

oroup of entities described in subparagraphs

(A) through (G).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-
ter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by strik-

ing the item relating to section 124 and inserting the fol-

“124. Grants for rebuilding America’s vital engineering structures program.”.

17 SEC. 1109. EMERGENCY RELIEF.

18 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 125 of title 23, United

19 States Code, is amended—

20
21
22
23
24
25
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(1) i subsection (d)—
(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)(ii) by insert-
ing “or is a protective feature described in
paragraph (3)(B)” after “natural disas-
ters”; and
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(1) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(C) IMPROVEMENT.—An improvement
that is part of a project under this section shall
be considered economically justifiable by the
Secretary if a State transportation department
includes, with an application submitted under
this section, a supporting narrative explanation
demonstrating that the anticipated benefits of
the improvement will exceed the costs.”;

(B) in paragraph (3)(A) by striking “that
will mitigate the risk of recurring damage or
the cost of future repair from extreme weather,
flooding, and other natural disasters’” and in-
serting “‘described in subparagraph (B)”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(6) EXCEPTION TO APPLICATION DEADLINE.—

Notwithstanding paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary
may accept an application from a State transpor-
tation department after the 2-year deadline de-
seribed in such paragraph if the Secretary finds that
such application was delayed due to the lack of nec-
essary permits or approvals relating to the repair or
reconstruction of highways on Federal-aid high-

ways.”’; and

(1062876110)
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1 (2) by adding at the end the following:

2 “(h) DEADLINE FOR CONSTRUCTION OBLIGATION.—

3 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other

4 provision of law, the Secretary may not require any

5 project funded under this section to advance to the

6 construction obligation stage before the date that is

7 the last day of the fourth fiscal year after the later

8 of—

9 “(A) the date on which the Governor of the
10 State declared the emergency, as described in
11 subsection (d)(1)(A); or
12 “(B) the date on which the President de-
13 clared a major disaster, as described in sub-
14 section (d)(1)(A).

15 “(2) EXTENSION OF DEADLINE.—The Sec-
16 retary may extend the deadline under paragraph (1)
17 for not more than 1 year, and may issue additional
18 extensions for a period of not more than 1 year after
19 the expiration of any extension, if the Secretary de-
20 termines the Governor of the State has provided
21 suitable justification to warrant such an extension.

22 “(3) REQUIREMENT.—Notwithstanding para-
23 oraph (2), the Secretary shall extend the deadline
24 under paragraph (1) for not more than 1 year, and
25 shall issue additional extensions for a period of not
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| more than 1 year after the expiration of any exten-
2 sion, if the Secretary finds that a project under this
3 section has been delayed due to the lack of necessary
4 permits or approvals relating to the repair or recon-
5 structing of highways on Federal-aid highways.”.
6 (b) UPDATES TO EMERGENCY RELIEF MANUAL.—
7 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
8 the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
9 shall revise the emergency relief manual of the Fed-
10 eral Highway Administration to—
11 (A) reflect amendments made by sub-
12 section (a); and
13 (B) to include objective reimbursement
14 thresholds and measurement procedures for de-
15 bris removal and signal repairs.
16 (2) TRAINING FOR STATES.—The Secretary,
17 acting through the Administrator of the Federal
18 Highway Administration, shall provide to State de-
19 partments of transportation training relating to revi-
20 sions made to the emergency relief manual pursuant
21 to paragraph (1).
22 (3) FUTURE UPDATES TO EMERGENCY RELIEF
23 MANUAL.—After completing the revisions required
24 under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall update the
25 emergency relief manual of the Federal IHighway
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1 Administration not less frequently than once every 3
2 years.

3 SEC. 1110. TOLL ROADS, BRIDGES, TUNNELS, AND FERRIES.
4 Section 129 of title 23, United States Code, is
5 amended—

6 (1) 1 subsection (a)—

7 (A) in paragraph (9)(A) by striking “that
8 serves the public” and inserting “in scheduled
9 or charter service”; and

10 (B) in paragraph (11) by adding at the
11 end the following:

12 “(F) CHARTER SERVICE.—The term ‘char-
13 ter service’ has the meaning given the term in
14 section 604.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regu-
15 lations.”; and

16 (2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting the
17 following:

18 “(d) EXCEPTION.—

19 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
20 provision of this title, or any regulation thereunder,
21 Presidio County, Texas, may impose and collect tolls
22 on the Presidio-Ojinaga International Bridge or for
23 the use thereof, provided that Presidio County ob-
24 tains the ownership interest of the State of Texas
25 before imposing and collecting such tolls.
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“(2) USE OF REVENUES.—Presidio County,
Texas, shall use any revenues received under the au-
thority of this subsection for preventative and rou-

tine maintenance of roadways located in such Coun-

ty and related costs.”.

SEC. 1111. RAILWAY-HIGHWAY GRADE CROSSINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 130 of title 23, United

States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘““elimination of
hazards of railway-highway crossings” and inserting
“reduction or elimination of hazards of railway-high-
way crossings, including installing protective devices
such as quad gates,”’;

(2) in subsection (e)(1)(A) by striking “2022
through 2026”7 and inserting “2027 through 20317,

(3) in subsection (1)(3)(B) by inserting ‘“‘(as ad-
justed annually by the Secretary beginning in fiscal
yvear 2027 to reflect any increases in the Consumer
Price Index prepared by the Department of Labor)”
after “$100,000”; and

(4) in subsection (k) by striking “8” and insert-
ing “4”.

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after the date

24 of enactment of this Act, the Secretary, acting through

25 the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration,
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shall issue guidance describing the types of projects under
section 130(e)(1)(B) of title 23, United States Code, for
which a State may use funds set aside under section
130(e)(1)(A) of such title.

SEC. 1112. SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT PRO-

GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 133 of title 23, United

States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking “low water crossing”” and insert-

ing “‘low-water crossing’’ each place it appears;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(1) In subparagraph (K) by striking
“section 1401 of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 137
note)” and inserting “section 1807,

(11) in subparagraph (F') by striking
“and” at the end;

(iii) in subparagraph (G) by striking

“;and”; and

the period and inserting
(iv) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
“(H) infrastructure to improve the ability
of an existing surface transportation asset to—

“(1) withstand 1 or more elements of

a weather event or natural disaster; or

(1062876110)
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“(11) increase the resilience of surface

transportation infrastructure from the im-

pacts of natural disasters.”;

(B) in paragraph (7) by striking “,,” and
inserting a comma;

(C) in paragraph (11) by inserting ‘“‘and
rail”’ before “‘planning”’;

(D) in paragraph (16) by inserting *, and
digital infrastructure” before the period at the
end;

(E) by redesignating paragraphs (5)
through (24) as paragraphs (4) through (23),
respectively; and

(F) by adding at the end the following:

“(24) Projects described in subsections (a), (d),

and (e) of section 176.

“(25) Planning, design, construction, and im-

provements associated with a passenger rail station
or equipment that serves a State-supported route (as

such term is defined in section 24102 of title 49).”;

(3) in subsection (¢)

(A) in paragraph (1) by striking “a new
bridge or”’;

(B) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘“para-

oraphs (5) through (15) and paragraph (23) of

(1062876110)
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1 subsection (b)” and inserting ‘“‘paragraphs (4)
2 through (14) and paragraph (22) of subsection
3 (b)”; and
4 (C) in paragraph (5) by striking “by the
5 Secretary” and inserting “in subsection (f)(1)”;
6 (4) 1 subsection (d)—
7 (A) in paragraph (1)(A) by striking 2022
8 through 2026”7 and inserting “2027 through
9 20317; and
10 (B) in paragraph (3)(A)(i1) by striking
11 “2022 through 2026” and inserting 2027
12 through 20317,
13 (5) in subsection (e)(1) by striking “2022
14 through 2026”7 and inserting 2027 through 20317;
15 (6) 1 subsection (f)—
16 (A) by striking paragraph (1) and insert-
17 ing the following:
18 “(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
19 “(A) LOW-WATER CROSSING.—The term
20 ‘low-water crossing’ means a waterway crossing
21 for a public road (other than a bridge) that has
22 been improved to be—
23 “(1) passable by vehicles during peri-
24 ods of ordinary stream flow; and
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“(i1) impassable by vehicles during pe-
riods of high stream flow.

“(B) OFF-SYSTEM BRIDGE.—The term
‘off-system bridge’ means a bridge or low water
crossing that—

“(1) 1s located on a public road that is
not a Federal-aid highway; and

“(11) 1s greater than 6 feet in length.”;
(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking “and (10) of subsection
(b)” and inserting “and (9) of subsection
(b)™;

(i) by striking “low water crossings
with” and inserting ‘‘low-water crossings
with”’; and

(iii) by striking ‘“‘subsection (b)(10)
for low water crossings (as defined by the
Secretary)” and inserting  ‘“‘subsection
(b)(9) for low-water crossings’; and
(C) in paragraph (3) by striking “(as de-

fined by the Secretary)”’;
(7) m subsection (h)(7)—
(A) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as

subparagraph (E); and

(1062876110)
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(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-

serting the following:

“(B) FLEXIBLE FINANCING.—Notwith-

standing section 120—

“(1) the mnon-Federal share for a
project under this subsection may be cal-
culated on a project, multiple-project, or
program basis; and

“(i1) the Federal share of the cost of
an individual project under this subsection
may be up to 100 percent.

“(C)  TREATMENT AS  NON-FEDERAL

SHARE.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, funds made available to carry out sec-
tion 148 may be credited toward the non-Ked-
eral share of the costs of a project under this

subsection 1f—

“(1) a project that is otherwise eligible
under this subsection includes a Proven
Safety Countermeasure for bicyelists or pe-
destrians, as determined by the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion on the day before the date of enact-
ment of the BUILD America 250 Act; and

“(i1) the proposed project—

(1062876110)
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1 “(I) supports State highway safe-
2 ty objectives as determined by—

3 “(aa) the inclusion of an
4 emphasis area related to vulner-
5 able road users within a relevant
6 State strategic highway safety
7 plan; or

8 “(bb) a description of the
9 proposed project in a program of
10 projects or strategies developed
11 pursuant to section 148(1); or

12 “(II) 1s included in a data-driven
13 local roadway safety plan, including—
14 “(aa) a complete streets
15 prioritization plan deseribed 1n
16 section 11206 of the Surface
17 Transportation Reauthorization
18 Act of 2021 (23 US.C. 134
19 note);
20 “(bb) a transition plan de-
21 scribed n section 35.150(d) of
22 title 28, Code of Federal Regula-
23 tions (or successor regulations)
24 (commonly known as an ‘ADA
25 Transition Plan’);
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“(ce) a Tribal transportation
safety plan; or

“(dd) a comprehensive safe-
ty action plan (as defined n sec-
tion 155).”;

(8) in subsection (j)(2) by inserting “, a com-
munity in an urban area with a population of less
than 10,000,” after “rural community’’;

(9) in subsection (k)(1)(B)(i) by striking
“14501” and inserting “section 14501”"; and

(10) by adding at the end the following:

“(1) LIMITATION ON PLANNING REQUIREMENTS.
Nothing in this section requires a metropolitan planning
organization or a State to develop a resilience improve-
ment plan or to include a resilience improvement plan in
a metropolitan transportation plan under section 134 or
a long-range statewide transportation plan under section
135, as applicable.

“(m) RAIL LiMITATION.—Not more than 5 percent
of the funds apportioned to a State under section
104(b)(2) may be used for a project described in sub-
section (b)(25) that was not eligible under this section on
the date prior to the date of enactment of the BUILD
America 250 Act.”.
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(b) TRANSFERABILITY.—Section 126(b)(2)(B) of

2 title 23, United States Code, is amended—

O© o0 9 N W Bk~ W

(1) in clause (i) by striking the semicolon at the
end and inserting a period,;

(2) by striking “Secretary’” and all that follows
through “held” and inserting “State certifies to the
Secretary that the State held”’; and

(3) by striking clauses (i) and (iii).

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 165(¢)(7)

10 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by striking

11T “section 133(b)(13)” and inserting “‘section 133(b)(12)".

12 SEC. 1113. TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.

13

(a) METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.—

14 Section 134 of title 23, United States Code, is amended—

15 (1) in subsection (b)—
16 (A) by redesignating paragraphs (5)
17 through (7) as paragraphs (6) through (8), re-
18 spectively; and
19 (B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the
20 following:
21 “(5) PRIMARY URBANIZED AREA.—The term
22 ‘primary urbanized area’ means an urbanized area
23 that—
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“(A) has a population of at least
3,500,000 individuals, as determined by the
Bureau of Census; or
“(B) extends into more than 1 State and
has a population of at least 200,000, as deter-
mined by the Bureau of Census.”;

(2) in subsection (f)(1) by striking “metropoli-

tan area and” and inserting ‘“‘metropolitan area, in-
cluding primary urbanized areas that extend into
more than 1 State in accordance with section 5308

of title 49, and”’;

(3) in subsection (j)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by adding at the end
the following:

“(E) ExcerTION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the amendment of an ap-
proved TIP to add a project or an identified
phase of a project shall not require public re-
view and comment if the added project or the
identified phase—

“(1) was in the approved TIP that im-
mediately preceded the current TIP; and

“(i1) is unchanged from the project or
the identified phase 1n the preceding

TIP.”; and

(1062876110)
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1 (B) in paragraph (5)(A) by striking ‘“‘sub-
2 section  (k)(4)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
3 (k)(5)";
4 (4) 1 subsection (k)(4)—
5 (A) in subparagraph (A) by striking “IN
6 GENERAL.” and inserting “HOUSING COORDINA-
7 TION PROCESS.”;
8 (B) by striking subparagraph (B);
9 (C) in subparagraph (C)—
10 (i) by striking “PrAN” and all that
11 follows through “A metropolitan planning
12 organization” and inserting “PLAN.—A
13 metropolitan planning organization’; and
14 (i1) by striking clause (ii); and
15 (D) by redesignating subparagraph (C), as
16 amended, as subparagraph (B); and
17 (5) by adding at the end the following:
18 “(s) ADDITIONAL USES OF METROPOLITAN PLAN-
19 NING FUNDING.—In addition to carrying out the purposes
20 of this section, funds apportioned under section 104(b)(6)
21 of this title and section 5313(f) of title 49 to States and
22 metropolitan planning organizations may be used for—
23 “(1) fiscal administration of local projects;
24 “(2) preliminary design;
25 “(3) local technical assistance;
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1 “(4) studies directly linked to transportation;
2 and

3 “(5) eritical data procurement.”.

4 (b) STATEWIDE AND NONMETROPOLITAN TRANSPOR-
5 TATION PLANNING.—Section 135 of title 23, United
6 States Code, is amended—

7 (1) in subsection (e)(3) by striking the period
8 at the end and inserting “, including primary urban-
9 ized areas that extend to more than 1 State in ac-
10 cordance with section 5308 of title 49.”; and

11 (2) in subsection (2)—

12 (A) by redesignating paragraph (9) as
13 paragraph (10); and

14 (B) by inserting after paragraph (8) the
15 following:

16 “(9) ExceprrioN.—Notwithstanding any other
17 provision of law, the amendment of an approved
18 transportation 1mprovement program to add a
19 project or an identified phase of a project shall not
20 require public review and comment if the added
21 project or the identified phase—
22 “(A) was in the approved transportation
23 improvement program that immediately pre-
24 ceded the current transportation improvement
25 program; and
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“(B) is unchanged from the project or the
identified phase in the preceding transportation
improvement program.”.

(¢) TRAVEL DEMAND DATA MODELING.—Section

5 11205(b) of the Surface Transportation Reauthorization

6 Act of 2021 (23 U.S.C. 134 note) is amended—

7 (1) i paragraph (1), in the matter preceding
8 subparagraph (A), by striking “Not later than 2
9 yvears after the date of enactment of this Act,” and
10 inserting “Not later than 1 year after the date of
11 enactment of BUILD America 250 Act,”;
12 (2) in paragraph (3) by striking “The Sec-
13 retary’” and inserting ‘“Not later than 1 year after
14 the date of enactment of BUILD America 250 Act,
15 the Secretary’”’; and
16 (3) by adding at the end the following:
17 “(4) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
18 retary shall notify the Committee on Transportation
19 and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
20 and the Committee on Environment and Public
21 Works of the Senate when the requirements of this
22 subsection have been met.
23 “(5) REPORT ON DELAY.—If the Secretary will
24 not meet the deadline under paragraph (1) or para-
25 oraph (3), before the date on which such deadline
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| has not been met, the Secretary shall submit to the

2 Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of

3 the House of Representatives and the Committee on

4 Environment and Public Works of the Senate a re-

5 port stating the reason for the delay and actions

6 taken to meet the requirements of this subsection.”.

7 (d) DIRECT RECIPIENT STATUS OF METROPOLITAN

8 PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS.

9 (1) DIRECT RECIPIENT STATUS.—Not later
10 than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
11 Act, the Secretary shall establish a process by which
12 a metropolitan planning organization may qualify as
13 a direct recipient of funds apportioned or made
14 available under section 104(b)(6) of title 23, United
15 States Code.

16 (2) ProcESs.—The process under paragraph
17 (1)—

18 (A) shall ensure metropolitan planning or-
19 canizations may apply on a rolling basis to be-
20 come direct recipients under this subsection;

21 (B) shall evaluate whether a metropolitan
22 planning organization qualifies as a direct re-
23 cipient based on the legal, technical, and finan-
24 cial capacity of such organization to receive and
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appropriately manage Federal funding and
funding requirements;

(C) may occur concurrently with the recer-
tification process under section 134(k)(6) of
title 23, United States Code; and

(D) shall, not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of the BUILD America 250
Act, establish a process to enable a direct re-
cipient designated under this subsection to use
a Federal-aid financial management system,
subject to paragraph (4), in a manner similar
to a State.

(3) DIRECT ALLOCATION OF FEDERAL PLAN-

When the Secretary annually appor-

tions or makes available funds described i para-
oeraph (1), the Secretary shall directly allocate to any

direct recipient designated under this subsection—

(A) contract authority apportioned under
section 104(b)(6) of title 23, United States
Code, in an amount consistent with the alloca-
tion process under section 104(d)(2) of such
title for such direct recipient; and

(B) an amount of oblication authority dis-
tributed to the State for Federal-aid highways

and highway safety construction programs that

(1062876110)
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1 1s equal to the amounts specified in subpara-
2 oraph (A).

3 (4) RESPONSIBILITIES.—As determined to be
4 appropriate by the Secretary, a direct recipient of
5 funds under this subsection shall be responsible for
6 compliance with all legal requirements associated
7 with such funding, including any requirements appli-
8 cable to a State under section 106 of title 23,
9 United States Code.

10 SEC. 1114. HIGHWAY USE TAX EVASION PROJECTS.

11 Section 143(b)(2)(A) of title 23, United States Code,
12 is amended by striking “fiscal years 2022 through 2026”
13 and inserting “fiscal years 2027 through 2031”.

14 SEC. 1115. NATIONAL BRIDGE AND TUNNEL INVENTORY
15 AND INSPECTION STANDARDS.

16 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 144 of title 23, United
17 States Code, is amended—

18 (1) in subsection (a)(1)(A) by striking “‘the con-
19 dition of the bridges” and all that follows through
20 “bridge conditions” and inserting ‘‘the continuous
21 improvement of bridge conditions in the United
22 States”;
23 (2) in subsection (b)—
24 (A) in paragraph (3) by adding “and” at
25 the end;
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| (B) in paragraph (4) by striking the semi-
2 colon at the end and inserting a period; and

3 (C) by striking paragraphs (5) and (6);

4 (3) 1 subsection (h)(4)—

5 (A) in subparagraph (A) by striking ‘“‘an-

6 nually” and inserting ‘‘biennially”’; and

7 (B) in subparagraph (B) by striking “‘an

8 annual”” and inserting ‘“‘a biennial”’; and

9 (4) in subsection (j)—

10 (A) in paragraph (2) by striking “or 133.”
11 and inserting “, 124, or 133.”;

12 (B) in paragraph (3)(A) by striking “or
13 133;” and inserting ““, 124, or 133;” and

14 (C) by striking paragraph (5).

15 (b) CONFORMING REGULATIONS.—The Secretary
16 shall revise subparts C and E of part 650 of subchapter
17 G of chapter 1 of title 23, Code of Federal Regulations,
18 as necessary to conform to the amendments made by sub-
19 section (a)(3).
20 SEC. 1116. CONSTRUCTION OF FERRY BOATS AND FERRY
21 TERMINAL FACILITIES.
22 Section 147 of title 23, United States Code, is
23 amended by striking subsection (h) and inserting the fol-
24 lowing:
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There

1 “(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
is authorized to be appropriated out of the Highway Trust
Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account) to carry out
this section—
“(1) $182,000,000 for fiscal year 2027,
“(2) $184,000,000 for fiscal year 2028;
“(3) $186,000,000 for fiscal year 2029;
“(4) $189,000,000 for fiscal year 2030; and
“(5) $191,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.".
10 SEC. 1117. HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.
11 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 148 of title 23, United

12 States Code, is amended—

13 (1) 1 subsection (a)—
14 (A) in paragraph (4)(B)—
15 (1) by amending clause (xvi) to read
16 as follows:
17 “(xvi) Installation of guardrails, bar-
18 riers (including suicide barriers and bar-
19 riers between construction work zones and
20 traffic lanes for the safety of road users
21 and roadway workers), and crash attenu-
22 ators.”;
23 (i1) in clause (xxiil) by striking “‘sec-
24 tion 1401 of the MAP-21" and inserting
25 “section 1807;
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(111) 1 clause (xxvil)—

(I) by inserting “bollards,” after

“medians,”’;

(IT) by striking “and protected”
and inserting “protected”’; and

(II) by striking “features.” and
inserting ‘‘features, or infrastructure
that connects 2 or more existing seg-
ments of such roadway improve-
ments.”’;

(iv) by redesignating clause (xxix) as
clause (xxxii); and

(v) by inserting after clause (xxviil)
the following:

“(xxix) The acquisition, development,
or deployment of safety data and systems,
including predictive analytics, telematics,
and additional validated methodology tools.

“(xxx) The purchase, installation, and
performance improvements of digital infra-
structure technologies, including digital
alerting systems and electronic ticketing

(or e-ticketing) technology.
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1 “(xxxi) A project or strategy described
2 in a program developed pursuant to sub-
3 section (1)(2)(B).”;

4 (B) in paragraph (8) by inserting ‘“‘road-
5 way worker or”” after *‘, including a’’; and

6 (C) in paragraph (10) by striking “‘traffic
7 data” and inserting “other traffic data (includ-
8 ing predictive analytics, telematics, and addi-
9 tional validated methodology tools used for risk
10 modeling and planning)”’;

11 (2) in subsection (¢)(2)—

12 (A) in subparagraph (A)—

13 (i) in clause (v) by striking *; and”
14 and inserting a semicolon;

15 (i1) in clause (vi) by inserting “and”
16 after the semicolon; and

17 (i) by adding at the end the fol-
18 lowing:

19 “(vil) to evaluate project effectiveness
20 using both post-crash data and predictive
21 analytics, telematics, or additional vali-
22 dated methodology tools;”;
23 (B) in subparagraph (B)(1)—
24 (i) by inserting ‘‘construction work
25 zones,”” after “roadside obstacles,”; and
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“, and roadway work-

(i1) by inserting
ers’” after “pedestrians’; and
(C) in subparagraph (D)—

(1) in clause (111)—

(I) by striking ““(including motor-
cyclists)” and inserting ““, motorcy-
clists”’; and

(IT) by inserting “‘roadway work-
ers,” after “pedestrians,”’; and
(i1) in clause (vi) by striking “and pe-

)

destrians,” and inserting ‘“‘pedestrians, and
roadway workers,”’;

(3) in subsection (d)(2)(A)(i) by inserting

“every 3 years” after “‘of the State”;

(4) in subsection (2)(1)—

(A) by striking “next fiscal year” and in-
serting “next 3 fiscal years”’;

(B) by inserting “annual’” before “amount
equal to”’; and

(C) by striking “200” and inserting
“3007;
(5) in subsection (h)(1)(C)—

(A) in clause (ii) by striking *; and” and

serting a semicolon;
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1 (B) in clause (ii1) by striking the period at

2 the end and inserting ““; and”’; and

3 (C) by adding at the end the following:

4 “(1v) the occurrences of fatalities and

5 serious injuries at construction work

6 zones.”’;

7 (6) 1 subsection (1)(2)(A)—

8 (A) 1n clause (i1)—

9 (i) by striking “‘of the locations’; and
10 (i1) by striking ““; and” and inserting
11 a semicolon;

12 (B) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause
13 (iv); and

14 (C) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
15 lowing:

16 “(m1) considers the location of fatali-
17 ties and serious injuries, including roadside
18 obstacles, construction work zones, rail-
19 way-highway crossing needs, the presence
20 of or absence of dedicated infrastructure
21 for vulnerable road users, and unmarked
22 or poorly marked roads; and”’; and

23 (7) in subsection (1)(2)(B) by striking ‘‘sub-
24 paragraph (A)(ii1)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
25 (A)(v)".
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[E—

(b) REPORT.—In implementing the amendment to
section 148(d)(2) of title 23, United States Code, the Sec-
retary may permit a State to take such actions as are nec-
essary to align the submission of the strategic highway
safety plan with the submission of the triennial highway
safety plan, pursuant to section 402(k) of title 23, United
States Code.

SEC. 1118. CMAQ PROGRAM.

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 149 of title 23, United

10 States Code, is amended—
11 (1) in subsection (b)—
12 (A) in paragraph (10)(B) by striking “or”
13 at the end;
14 (B) in paragraph (11)(B) by striking the
15 period at the end and inserting a semicolon;
16 and
17 (C) by adding at the end the following:
18 “(12) if the project deploys advanced transpor-
19 tation and congestion management technologies that
20 reduce traffic congestion or improve air quality; or
21 “(13) if the project supports digital infrastrue-
22 ture and reduces traffic congestion or improves traf-
23 fic flow.”;
24 (2) in subsection (¢) by adding at the end the
25 following:
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“(5) REDUCTION IN MINIMUM SPENDING.—

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,

a State—

“(A) may obligate funds apportioned under
section 104(b)(4) at any location in the State
for projects described in section 151(f)(6) or
section 151(f)(8)(D) at any location in the
State;

“(B) shall consider for such projects the
considerations described n section
151(f)(4)(A)(ii1); and

“(C) shall oblicate not less than the fol-
lowing amounts of such funds for such projects:

“(1) 10 percent of funds in fiscal year

2027.

“(1) 9 percent of funds in fiscal year

2028.

“(i11) 8 percent of funds in fiscal year

2029.

“(iv) 7 percent of funds in fiscal year

2030.7;

(3) 1 subsection (1)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (C) by inserting “, in-

cluding by considering the cost-effectiveness of

a project as it relates to improving air quality

(1062876110)
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and incorporating any recommendations made
by the Secretary’ after “subsection (1)”’; and
(B) by adding at the end the following:
“(D) UpDATES.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator, shall update
the table described in subparagraph (A) not less

frequently than once every 2 years.”; and

(4) in subsection (k)(1) by amending subpara-

oraph (B) to read as follows:

“(B) to the extent practicable, prioritize
benefits to populations living in, or immediately

adjacent to, such area.”.

(b) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Secretary shall provide written notification to State
transportation departments and relevant metropolitan

planning organizations regarding—

(1) information about the cost-effectiveness of

projects obtained through the evaluation conducted
pursuant to section 149(1)(2) of title 23, United

States Code; and

(2) the requirement under subparagraph (C) of

such section that States and metropolitan planning
organizations shall consider such information when

selecting projects.
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(¢) REPEALS.

amended—

109
Sections 11402 and 11406 of the In-

frastructure Investment and Jobs Act (23 U.S.C. 149

note), and the items relating to such section in the table

of contents under section 1(b) of such Act, are repealed.

SEC. 1119. SAFE STREETS AND ROADS FOR ALL GRANT
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24112 of the Infrastruc-

ture Investment and Jobs Act (23 U.S.C. 402 note) is

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subpara-
eraph (A) by striking ““, commonly referred
to as a ‘Vision Zero’ or ‘Toward Zero
Deaths’ plan,”; and

(ii) in subparagraph (E) by striking *,
including the means by which that effee-
tiveness will be reported to residents in a
locality”’; and
(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (B) by inserting
“or territory’ after ‘‘State’’;

(i1) by redesignating subparagraph

(D) as subparagraph (E);

(1062876110)
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(111) by inserting after subparagraph
(C) the following:
“(D) the District of Columbia;”’; and
(iv) in subparagraph (E), as so redes-

ignated, by striking ‘“‘subparagraphs (A)

through (C)” and inserting ‘‘subpara-

eraphs (A) through (D)”;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting “, acting through the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration,” after “‘Secretary’’; and

(B) by striking “, commonly referred to as
“Vision Zero’ or ‘Toward Zero Deaths’ initia-
tives’’;

(3) 1 subsection (¢)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking “‘less
than 40 percent” and inserting “more than 5
percent”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) RURAL SET-ASIDE.—Of the total
amount made available to carry out the pro-
oram for each fiscal year, not less than 30 per-
cent shall be awarded for grants for eligible
projects located in areas with a population of

50,000 or fewer.
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1 “(D)  PRIORITIZATION.—The  Secretary
2 shall prioritize applicants that have developed a
3 comprehensive safety action plan when selecting
4 projects under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of
5 subsection (a)(3).”;
6 (4) 1 subsection (d)(3)—
7 (A) in subparagraph (A) by inserting
8 “roadway workers,” after ‘“pedestrians,”; and
9 (B) in subparagraph (E)—
10 (i) by striking *, or will ensure, equi-
11 table”; and
12 (il) by inserting ‘“‘rural or” after
13 “safety needs of”’;
14 (5) in subsection (e) by striking “80” and in-
15 serting “90”’;
16 (6) in subsection (f)(1) by striking “fiscal years
17 2022 through 2026”7 and inserting ‘“fiscal years
18 2027 through 2031”; and
19 (7) in subsection (h) by striking “120 days”
20 and inserting ‘1 year”.
21 (b) TRANSFER.—
22 (1) IN GENERAL.—Section 24112 of the Infra-
23 structure Investment and Jobs Act (23 U.S.C. 402
24 note), as amended by subsection (a), is transferred
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| to appear after section 154 of title 23, United States
2 Code, and redesignated as section 155.

3 (2) CLERICAL. AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
4 chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amend-
5 ed by striking the item relating to section 155 and
6 mserting the following:

“155. Safe streets and roads for all grant program.”.

7 (3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
8 contents for the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
9 Act (Public Law 117-58) in section 1(b) of such Act
10 1s amended by striking the item relating to section
11 24112.

12 SEC. 1120. TERRITORIAL AND PUERTO RICO HIGHWAY PRO-
13 GRAM.

14 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 165(a) of title 23, United
15 States Code, is amended by striking paragraphs (1) and

16 (2) and inserting the following:

17 “(1) for the Puerto Rico highway program
18 under subsection (b)—

19 “(A) $191,000,000 shall be for fiscal year
20 2027;

21 “(B) $195,000,000 shall be for fiscal year
22 2028;

23 “(C) $199,000,000 shall be for fiscal year
24 2029;
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1 “(D) $203,000,000 shall be for fiscal year
2 2030; and

3 “(E) $207,000,000 shall be for fiscal year
4 2031; and

5 “(2) for the territorial highway program under
6 subsection (¢)—

7 “(A) $51,200,000 shall be for fiscal year
8 2027;

9 “(B) $52,400,000 shall be for fiscal year
10 2028;

11 “(C) $53,600,000 shall be for fiscal year
12 2029;

13 “(D) $54,800,000 shall be for fiscal year
14 2030; and

15 “(E) $56,000,000 shall be for fiscal year
16 2031.7.

17 (b) LOCATION OF PROJECTS.—Section 165(¢)(7) of
18 title 23, United States Code, is further amended by strik-
19 ing “paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (5) of”.
20 SEC. 1121. HOV FACILITIES.
21 Section 166 of title 23, United States Code, is
22 amended
23 (1) in subsection (b)—
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1 (A) in paragraph (3)(C) by striking “serv-
2 ing the public” and inserting “in scheduled or
3 charter service”; and

4 (B) in paragraph (5)(A) by striking
5 “2025" and inserting “2031”; and

6 (2) in subsection (f) by adding at the end the
7 following:

8 “(7) CHARTER SERVICE.—The term ‘charter
9 service’ has the meaning given the term in section
10 604.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations.”.

11 SEC. 1122. NATIONAL HIGHWAY FREIGHT AND HIGH PRI-
12 ORITY CORRIDOR PROGRAM.

13 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 167 of title 23, United
14 States Code, is amended—

15 (1) in the section heading by inserting “and
16 high priority corridor” after “freight’’;

17 (2) in subsection (a)—

18 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘“‘under
19 this section to ensure that the Network pro-
20 vides” and inserting ‘“under this section and
21 high priority corridors identified under section
22 1105 of the Intermodal Surface Transportation
23 Efficiency Act of 1991 (105 Stat. 2031) to en-
24 sure that the Network and high priority cor-
25 ridors provide’; and
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“with this

(B) in paragraph (2) by striking
section to improve the efficient movement of
freight on the National Highway Freight Net-
work.” and inserting “with this section to—

“(A) improve the efficient movement of
freight on the National Highway Freight Net-
work; and

“(B) improve high priority corridors to
meet the design standards and specifications of
the Interstate System and connect to the exist-
ing Interstate System.”;

(3) 1 subsection (b)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2)
through (7) as paragraphs (3) through (8), re-
spectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the
following:

“(2) to increase the capacity of the National

Highway Freight Network to improve freight trans-
portation, including through improving and increas-
ing the capacity of the Interstate System and the

improvement of high priority corridors;”;

(4) in subsection (¢)(2)—
(A) in subparagraph (C) by striking “and”

at the end;

(1062876110)
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(B) in subparagraph (D) by striking the
period and inserting ““; and”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(E) high priority corridors identified
under section 1105 of the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (105
Stat. 2031).7;
(5) 1n subsection (d)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (B) by striking 3
percent” and inserting ‘5 percent’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (E)—
(i) by redesignating clauses (vi)
through (xi) as clauses (vii) through (xii),
respectively; and
(i) by inserting after clause (v) the
following:
“(vi) the movement of agricultural
products and access to agriculture facili-
ties;”’;
(6) 1n subsection (e)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and
(3) as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(B) in paragraph (1) by striking “A State”

and all that follows through “and—" and in-

(1062876110)
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| serting “A State shall designate ecritical rural
2 freight corridors within the border of the State.
3 “(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGNATION.—A
4 State may designate a public road as a ecritical
5 freight corridor, pursuant to paragraph (1), if such
6 road is not in an urbanized area and—""; and

7 (C) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated,
8 by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)” and inserting
9 “paragraph (3)";

10 (7) 1 subsection (h)—

11 (A) in paragraph (3)—

12 (1) in subparagraph (A) by striking *2
13 percent” and inserting 2.5 percent”’; and
14 (i) in subparagraph (B) by striking
15 “2 percent” and inserting 2.5 percent’’;
16 and

17 (B) in paragraph (5)—

18 (1) in subparagraph (B)—

19 (I) by striking clause (ii1) and in-
20 serting the following:
21 “(m1) for the modernization or reha-
22 bilitation of a lock and dam, if the Sec-
23 retary determines that the project is fune-
24 tionally connected to the National Highway
25 Freight Network; and”; and
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(IT) in clause (iv) by striking
“project—"  and all that follows
through the period at the end and in-
serting “‘project is functionally con-
nected to the National Highway
Freight Network.”; and
(i1) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) in clause (iii) by striking “In-
telligent transportation systems’” and
inserting “‘Digital infrastructure, in-
tellicent transportation systems,”’;

(IT) in clause (xi) by striking
“section 1401 of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C.
137 mnote)” and inserting ‘‘section
1807,

(IIT) by redesignating clauses
(xxi1) and (xxii1) as clauses (xxiv) and
(xxv), respectively;

(IV) by inserting after clause
(xx1) the following:

“(xxii) A highway or bridge project to

Improve or increase the capacity of the Na-

tional ITighway Freight Network, including

by increasing the capacity of the Interstate

System.

(1062876110)
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“(xxiii) A highway or bridge project to

improve a high priority corridor, including

a project to improve facilities to meet de-

sign standards and specifications for the

Interstate System.”’; and

(8) 1n

(V) in clause (xxiv), as so redes-
ignated, by striking “clauses (i)

Y

through (xxi)” and inserting “‘clauses
) ST
(1) through (xxiii)”’; and

subsection  (J)(1)(A)(i1) by striking

“ports-of entry”” and inserting “ports of entry”.
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-
ter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by strik-

ing the item relating to section 167 and inserting the fol-

“167. National hichway freight and high priority corridor program.”.

16 SEC. 1123. WILDLIFE CROSSINGS PILOT PROGRAM.

17 Section 171 of title 23, United States Code, is

18 amended—

19 (1) in subsection (a) by striking ““public interest
20 because” and all that follows through the period at
21 the end and inserting “public interest.”;
22 (2) in subsection (b)(1) by striking “collisions;
23 and” and inserting “collisions, including through—
24 “(A) construction projects; and
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1 “(B) non-construction projects (including
2 planning and research); and’’;
3 (3) in subsection (e)—
4 (A) by striking subparagraph (D); and
5 (B) by redesignating subparagraphs (E)
6 and (F) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
7 tively;
8 (4) in subsection (g) by striking “60 percent”
9 and inserting “75 percent’’;
10 (5) by redesignating subsection (1) as subsection
11 (j); and
12 (6) by striking subsection (h) and inserting the
13 following:
14 “(h) LiMITATION.—Of the amounts made available to
15 ecarry out the pilot program each fiscal year, not more than
16 5 percent may be used for non-construction activities de-
17 seribed in subsection (b)(1)(B).
18 “(1) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall submit to Con-
19 gress an annual report through fiscal year 2031 that in-
20 cludes—
21 “(1) a detailed description of activities carried
22 out under the pilot program;
23 “(2) an evaluation of the effectiveness of the
24 pilot program in meeting the purposes described in
25 subsection (b); and
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| “(3) policy recommendations to improve the ef-

2 fectiveness of the pilot program.”.

3 SEC. 1124. SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACCELERATOR

4 GRANT PROGRAM.

5 Section 173 of title 23, United States Code, is

6 amended to read as follows:

7 “SEC. 173 SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACCELERATOR

8 GRANT PROGRAM.

9 “(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established a rural,
10 urban, local, and regional surface transportation grant
I1 program, which shall consist of the programs established
12 under subsections (¢), (d), and (e) to provide financial as-
13 sistance for projects eligible under such subsections.

14 “(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

15 “(1) GRANT ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary

16 may-

17 “(A) retain not more than a total of 2 per-

18 cent of the funds made available to carry out

19 this section and to review applications for

20 orants under this section; and

21 “(B) transfer portions of the funds re-

22 tained under subparagraph (A) to the relevant

23 Administrators to fund the award and oversight

24 of grants provided under this section.
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“(2) ApPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a

orant under this section, an eligible entity under
subsections (¢), (d), or (e) shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application in such form, at such time,
and containing such information as the Secretary

may require.

“(3) ELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS.—An eligible

entity may use funds from a grant under this sec-

“(A) development phase activities, includ-
ing planning, feasibility analysis, revenue fore-
casting, environmental review, preliminary engi-
neering and  desigen work, and other
preconstruction activities; and

“(B) construction, reconstruction, rehabili-
tation, acquisition of real property (including
land related to the project and improvements to
the land), environmental mitigation, construc-
tion contingencies, acquisition of equipment,
and operational improvements.

“(4) GRANTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary may make grants to eligi-
ble entities, on a competitive basis, in accord-

ance with this section.

(1062876110)
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“(B) SET-ASIDES.—Of amounts made
available to carry out this section for each fiscal
year—
“(1) 25 percent shall be for grants
under the rural surface transportation
erant program under subsection (¢);
“(11) 25 percent shall be for grants
under the urban surface transportation
orant program under subsection (d); and
“(1) 50 percent shall be for grants
under the local and regional surface trans-
portation grant program under subsection
(e).
“(5) FEDERAL SHARE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Federal share of the cost
of a project carried out with a grant adminis-

tered under this section may not exceed 80 per-

cent.

“(B) EXCEPTIONS.

“(1) The Federal share of the cost of
an eligible project that furthers the com-
pletion of a designated segment of the Ap-
palachian Development IHighway System

under section 14501 of title 40, or ad-

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W Bk W

[\© TN NG I N T NG N NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG U N N = = N R - BN B e ) W ) LR ~S O I NO I e

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

124

dresses a surface transportation infrastruc-
ture need identified for the Denali access
system program under section 309 of the
Denali  Commission Act of 1998 (42
U.S.C. 3121 note; Public Law 105-277)
shall be up to 100 percent, as determined
by the State.

“(11) The Federal share of the cost of
an eligible project for a grant carried out
in an area of persistent poverty (as defined
in section 6702(a) of title 49) may exceed
80 percent, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary.

“(C) USE OF OTHER FEDERAL ASSIST-

ANCE.—Federal assistance other than a grant
under the program may be used to satisfy the
non-Federal share of the cost of a project car-

ried out with a grant under the program.

“(D) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.

“(1) MODAL REQUIREMENTS.

“(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as
otherwise provided in subclause (II),
projects funded under this section
shall be treated as projects on a Fed-

eral-aid highway under this chapter.

(1062876110)
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“(II)  EXCEPTIONS.—The  Sec-

retary shall—

“(aa) for a transit project,
apply the requirements of chap-
ter 53 of title 49;

“(bb) for a rail project,
apply the requirements of section
22905 of title 49.

“(i1) MULTIMODAL PROJECTS.—

“(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as
otherwise provided in this clause, if an
eligible  project 1s a multimodal
project, the Secretary shall—

“(aa) determine the pre-
dominant modal component of
the project; and

“(bb) apply the applicable
requirements desceribed in  item
(aa) of the predominant modal
component to the project.

“(I1) EXCEPTIONS.

“(aa) PASSENGER OR
FREIGHT RAIL COMPONENT.—
The requirements of section

22905 of title 49 shall apply to

(1062876110)
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| any passenger or freight rail

2 component of a project.

3 “(bb) PUBLIC TRANSPOR-

4 TATION COMPONENT.—The re-

5 quirements of section 5333 of

6 title 49 shall apply to any public

7 transportation component of a

8 project.

9 “(6) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW.—Not later than
10 3 days before providing a grant under this section,
11 the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
12 Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
13 Representatives and Committee on Environment and
14 Public Works of the Senate—

15 “(A) a list of all applications determined to

16 be eligible for a grant by the Secretary;

17 “(B) each application proposed to be se-

18 lected for a grant, including a justification for

19 the selection; and

20 “(C) proposed grant amounts.

21 “(7) TRANSPARENCY.—

22 “(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30

23 days after providing a grant for a project under

24 this section, the Secretary shall provide to all

25 applicants, and publish on the website of the
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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| Department of Transportation, the information
2 described in paragraph (6).
3 “(B) BRIEFING.—The Secretary shall pro-
4 vide, on the request of an eligible entity, the op-
5 portunity to receive a briefing to explain any
6 reasons the eligible entity was not selected to
7 receive a grant under this section.
8 “(C) TREATMENT.—Assistance provided
9 under subparagraph (B) shall not be considered
10 a guarantee of future selection of an applicable
11 project under the program.
12 “(8) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall
13 make available on the website of the Department of
14 Transportation at the end of each fiscal year an an-
15 nual report that lists each project for which a grant
16 has been provided under this section during that fis-
17 cal year.
18 “(9) TREATMENT OF PROJECTS.—Notwith-
19 standing any other provision of law, a project as-
20 sisted under this section shall be treated as a project
21 on a Federal-aid highway under this chapter.
22 “(10) PRE-AWARD AUTHORITY.—
23 “(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
24 provide pre-award authority for eligible pre-
25 award activities to permit expenses to be in-
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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curred by a recipient during the period begin-
ning on the date on which the recipient is se-
lected and ending on the date on which the

orant agreement is signed.

“(B) ELIGIBLE PRE-AWARD ACTIVITIES.
The Secretary shall make publicly available in
the notice of funding opportunity the eligible
pre-award activities for an award under this
section which shall be similar in nature to eligi-
ble pre-award activities granted to applicants
under section 5309 of title 49.

RURAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION GRANTS.—
“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A)  PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’
means the program established under para-
oraph (2)(A).

“(B) COVERED RURAL AREA.—The term
‘covered rural area’ means an area that is out-
side an urban area with a population of over
50,000.

“(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
establish a rural surface transportation grant
program to provide grants, on a competitive

basis, to eligible entities to improve and expand

(1062876110)
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the surface transportation infrastructure in cov-

ered rural areas.

“(B) GoALs.—The goals of the program
shall be—

“(1) to increase connectivity;

“(i1) to improve the safety and reli-
ability of the movement of people and
freight; and

“(ii1) to generate regional economic
erowth and improve quality of life in cov-

ered rural areas.

“(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary may

ake a grant under the program to—

“(A) a State;

“(B) a regional transportation planning or-
eanization;

“(C) a unit of local government;

“(D) a Tribal government or a consortium
of Tribal governments; and

“(E) a multijurisdictional group of entities
described in subparagraphs (A) through (D).
“(4) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may make a

(1062876110)
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| orant under the program only for a project that
2 1s—
3 “(i) a highway, bridge, or tunnel
4 project eligible under section 119(d);
5 “(1) a highway, bridge, or tunnel
6 project eligible under section 133(b);
7 “(ii1) a project eligible under section
8 202(a);
9 “(iv) a highway freight project eligible
10 under section 167(h)(5);
11 “(v) a highway safety improvement
12 project, including a project to improve a
13 high risk rural road (as those terms are
14 defined in section 148(a));
15 “(vi) a project on a publicly-owned
16 highway, road, or bridge that provides or
17 increases access to an agricultural, com-
18 mercial, energy, water storage or inter-
19 modal facility that supports the economy
20 of a covered rural area; or
21 “(vil) a project to develop, establish,
22 or maintain an integrated mobility man-
23 agement system, a transportation demand
24 management system, or on-demand mobil-
25 ity services.

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 “(B) BUNDLING OF ELIGIBLE
2 PROJECTS.

3 “(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity
4 may bundle 2 or more similar eligible
5 projects under the program that are—

6 “(I) 1included as a bundled
7 project in a statewide transportation
8 improvement program under section
9 135; and

10 “(IT) awarded to a single con-
11 tractor or consultant pursuant to a
12 contract for engineering and design or
13 construction between the contractor
14 and the eligible entity.

15 “(1) ITEMIZATION.—Notwithstanding
16 any other provision of law (including regu-
17 lations), a bundling of eligible projects
18 under this paragraph may be considered to
19 be a single project, including for purposes
20 of section 135.
21 “(5) PROJECT REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary
22 may provide a grant under the program to an eligi-
23 ble project only if the Secretary determines that the
24 project
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May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W Bk W

[\ TN NG I N T NG N NG R NS B S e e T e e T e T e e T
[ B N O N N e = NN - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O B NO I e

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

132

“(A) will generate regional economic, mo-
bility, or safety benefits;

“(B) will be cost effective;

“(C) will contribute to the accomplishment
of 1 or more of the national goals under section
150;

“(D) 1s based on the results of preliminary
engineering; and

“(E) is reasonably expected to begin con-
struction not later than 18 months after the

date of obligation of funds for the project.

“(6) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In pro-

viding grants under the program, the Secretary shall
consider the extent to which an eligible project

will—

“(A) improve the state of good repair of
existing transportation facilities;

“(B) increase the capacity or connectivity
of the surface transportation system and im-
prove mobility for residents of covered rural
areas;

“(C) address economic development and
job creation challenges;

“(D) enhance recreational and tourism op-

portunities by providing access to Federal land,

(1062876110)
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national parks, national forests, national recre-
ation areas, national wildlife refuges, wilderness
areas, or State parks;

“(E) contribute to geographic diversity
among grant recipients;

“(F) utilize innovative project delivery ap-
proaches or incorporate transportation tech-
nologies;

“(G) coordinate with projects to address
broadband infrastructure needs; or

“(H) improve access to emergency care, es-
sential services, healthcare providers, or drug
and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation re-
sources.

“(I) address disaster preparedness, resil-
lence, or support an evacuation route (as such
term is defined in section 176(a));

“(J) support the movement of agricultural
products through and from covered rural areas,
including by improving or rebuilding bridges
(including improvements that allow for the re-
moval or increase of a posted weight restric-
tion);

“(K) support access to Federal or Tribal

lands;

(1062876110)
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“(Li) support access to utility infrastruc-
ture, including energy infrastructure or water
storage facilities; and

“(M) improve the seismic safety or struc-
tural resilience of transportation infrastructure
located in areas of high seismie risk.

“(7) GRANT AMOUNT.—Except as provided in

paragraph (8)(A), a grant under the program shall

be in an amount that is not less than $5,000,000.

“(8) SET ASIDES.—

“(A) SMALL PROJECTS.

The Secretary
shall use not more than 10 percent of the
amounts made available for the program for
each fisecal year to provide grants for eligible
projects in  an amount that 1s less than
$5,000,000.

“(B) APPALACHIAN DEVELOPMENT HIGI-
WAY SYSTEM.—The Secretary shall reserve no
more than 15 percent of the amounts made
available for the program for each fiscal year
for eligible projects that further the completion
of designated routes of the Appalachian Devel-
opment Highway System under section 14501

of title 40.

(1062876110)
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“(C) RURAL ROADWAY LANE DEPAR-

TURES.

The Secretary shall reserve 15 percent
of the amounts made available for the program
for each fiscal year to provide grants for eligible
projects located in States that have rural road-
way fatalities as a result of lane departures that
are greater than the average of rural roadway
fatalities as a result of lane departures in the
United States, based on the latest available
data from the Secretary.

“(D)  MOVEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS FROM RURAL AREAS.—The Sec-
retary shall reserve 10 percent of the amounts
made available for the program for each fiscal
year to provide grants for eligible projects that
support the movement of agricultural products
from covered rural areas.

“(E) PROJECTS IN SMALL COMMU-
NITIES.—The Secretary shall reserve 5 percent
of the amounts made available for the program
for each fiscal year to provide grants for eligible
projects in areas with a population of not more
than 5,000.

“(F) EXCESS FUNDING.—In any fiscal

yvear in which qualified applications for grants

(1062876110)
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under this subsection do not allow for the
amounts reserved under subparagraphs (A)
through (E) to be fully utilized, the Secretary
shall use the unutilized amounts to make other

orants under the program.

“(d) URBAN SURFACE TRANSPORTATION GRANTS.—

“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’
means the program established under para-
oraph (2)(A).

“(B) COVERED URBAN AREA.—The term
‘covered urban area’ means an area with a pop-
ulation of not less than 50,000.

“(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
establish an urban surface transportation grant
program to provide grants, on a competitive
basis, to eligible entities to improve and expand
the surface transportation infrastructure in

urban areas.

“(B) GOALS.

The goals of the program
shall be—

“(1) to increase connectivity;

(1062876110)
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“(11) to improve the safety and reli-
ability of the movement of people and
freight; and
“(i1) to generate regional economic
oerowth and improve quality of life in urban
areas.

“(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary may

make a grant under the program to—

“(A) a State;

“(B) the District of Columbia;

“(C) any territory or possession of the
United States;

“(D) a unit of local government;

“(E) a public agency or publicly chartered
authority established by 1 or more States;

“(F) a special purpose district or public
authority with a transportation function or a
lessee of a Kederal surface transportation hub,
including a port authority;

“(G) a transit agency;

“(H) a Tribal government or a consortium
of Tribal governments; and

“(I) a multi-State or multijurisdictional
oroup of entities described in any of subpara-

oraphs (A) through (H).

(1062876110)
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“(4) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may make a

orant under the program only for a project that

“(1) a surface transportation project
eligible under this title;

“(i1) a public transportation project
eligible for assistance under chapter 53 of
title 49;

“(i11) a passenger rail or freight rail
transportation project eligible for assist-
ance under title 49;

“(iv) a project eligible under section
6702 and 6703 of title 49;

“(v) a project eligible for a grant pro-
oram established under subtitle E of title
I of the Surface Transportation Reauthor-
1zation Act of 2021 (135 Stat. 78 et.
seq.); or

“(vi) a project to develop, establish, or
maintain an integrated mobility manage-
ment system, a transportation demand
management system, or on-demand mobil-

ity services.

(1062876110)
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1 “(B) BUNDLING OF ELIGIBLE
2 PROJECTS.

3 “(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity
4 may bundle 2 or more similar eligible
5 projects under the program that are—

6 “(I) 1included as a bundled
7 project in a statewide transportation
8 improvement program under section
9 135; and

10 “(IT) awarded to a single con-
11 tractor or consultant pursuant to a
12 contract for engineering and design or
13 construction between the contractor
14 and the eligible entity.

15 “(1) ITEMIZATION.—Notwithstanding
16 any other provision of law (including regu-
17 lations), a bundling of eligible projects
18 under this paragraph may be considered to
19 be a single project, including for purposes
20 of section 135.
21 “(5) PROJECT REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary
22 may provide a grant under the program to an eligi-
23 ble project only if the Secretary determines that the
24 project
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“(A) will generate regional economic, mo-
bility, or safety benefits;

“(B) will be cost effective;

“(C) will contribute to the accomplishment
of 1 or more of the national goals under section
150;

“(D) 1s based on the results of preliminary
engineering; and

“(E) is reasonably expected to begin con-
struction not later than 18 months after the

date of obligation of funds for the project.

“(6) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In pro-

viding grants under the program, the Secretary shall
consider the extent to which an eligible project

will—

“(A) improve the state of good repair of
existing transportation facilities;

“(B) increase surface transportation sys-
tem or local connectivity and improve mobility
for residents of urban areas;

“(C) address economic development and
job creation challenges;

“(D) contribute to geographic diversity

among grant recipients;

(1062876110)
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“(E) improve safety, including the antici-
pated reduction of accidents and related costs;

“(F) include resilience benefits against
natural disasters, including the ability to with-
stand disruptions from a seismic event;

“(&) incorporate environmental benefits;

“(H) provide safety and mobility benefits
to multiple users of the project;

“(I) utilize innovative project delivery ap-
proaches or incorporate transportation tech-
nologies; or

“(J) improve access to emergency care, es-
sential services, healthcare providers, or drug
and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation re-
sources, or a facility or organization that pro-
vides community support services.

“(7) GRANT AMOUNT.—Except as provided in

paragraph (8)(A), a grant under the program shall

be in an amount that is not less than $5,000,000.

“(8) SET ASIDES.

“(A) SMALL PROJECTS.—The Secretary

shall use not more than 10 percent of the
amounts made available for the program for

each fiscal year to provide grants for eligible

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W B W =

O TN NG T N T NG I NG I NS B N e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG O N N = = N e R - BN B e ) W ) LR ~S O I NO I e

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

142

projects n an amount that is less than
$5,000,000.

“(B) AREAS OF PERSISTENT POVERTY.—
Of the total amount made available to carry out
the program for each fiscal year, not less than
1 percent shall be awarded for projects in areas
of persistent poverty (as defined in section

6702(a) of title 49).

“(e) LOCAL AND REGIONAL SURFACE TRANSPOR-

TATION GRANTS.—

“(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
“(A) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligi-
ble entity’ means—

“(1) a State;

“(i1) the District of Columbia;

“(ii1) any territory or possession of
the United States;

“(iv) a unit of local government;

“(v) a public agency or publicly char-
tered authority established by 1 or more
States;

“(v1) a special purpose district or pub-
lic authority with a transportation function

or a lessee of a Federal surface transpor-

tation hub, including a port authority;

(1062876110)
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“(vil) a federally recognized Indian
Tribe or a consortium of such Indian
Tribes;

“(viil) a transit agency; and

“(ix) a multi-State or multijuris-
dictional group of entities described in any
of clauses (1) through (viii).

“(B) ELIGIBLE PROJECT.—The term ‘eli-
gible project’ means—

“(1) a highway or bridge project eligi-
ble for assistance under this title, includ-
ng—

“(I) improvement of a high pri-
ority corridor to meet the design
standards and specifications of the
Interstate System and connect to the
existing Interstate System; and

“(II)  infrastructure  improve-
ments to address freight bottlenecks;
“(i1) a public transportation project

eligible for assistance under chapter 53 of
title 49;

“(i1) a passenger rail or freight rail

transportation project eligible for assist-

ance under title 49;

(1062876110)
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“(iv) a port infrastructure investment,
including—

“(I) inland port infrastructure;
and
“(IT) a land port-of-entry;

“(v) the surface transportation com-
ponents of an airport project eligible for
assistance under part B of subtitle VII of
title 49;

“(vi) a project for investment in a
surface transportation facility located on
Tribal land, the title or maintenance re-
sponsibility of which 1s vested in the Fed-
eral Government;

“(vil) a project to replace or rehabili-
tate a culvert or prevent stormwater runoff
that is eligible under section 176(d) and
will advance the goal of the program estab-
lished under this subsection; and

“(viii) any other surface transpor-
tation infrastructure project that the Sec-
retary considers to be necessary to advance

the goal of the program.

(1062876110)
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“(C) PRrROGRAM.—The term ‘program’
means the program established under para-
oraph (2)(A).

“(D) SPECIFIED RURAL AREA.—The term
‘specified rural area’ means an area that is lo-
cated outside of a specified urban area.

“(E) SPECIFIED URBAN AREA.—The term
‘specified urban area’ means an area with a
population of more than 200,000 residents,
based on the most recent decennial census.

“(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
establish and carry out a local and regional sur-
face transportation grant program to provide
for capital nvestments in surface transpor-
tation infrastructure on a competitive basis.

“(B) GOAL.—The goal of the program
shall be to fund eligible projects that will have
a significant local or regional impact and im-
prove surface transportation infrastructure.

“(3) GRANTS.—

“(A) AMOUNT.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection, each grant made under
this subsection shall be in an amount equal

to—

(1062876110)
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“(1) not less than $5,000,000 for a
specified urban area;
“(i1) not less than $1,000,000 for a
specified rural area; and
“(ii1) not more than $25,000,000.
“(B) LaMITATION.—Not more than 15 per-
cent of the funds made available to carry out
this subsection for a fiscal year may be awarded
to eligible projects in a single State during such

fiscal year.

“(4) SELECTION OF ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.
“(A)  NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPOR-
TUNITY.—Not later than 60 days after the date
on which funds are made available to carry out
this subsection, the Secretary shall publish a
notice of funding opportunity for the funds.
“(B) PRIMARY SELECTION CRITERIA.—In
awarding grants under this subsection, the Sec-

retary shall evaluate the extent to which a

project—
“(1) improves safety;
“(11) improves environmental sustain-
ability;

“(i11) improves quality of life;

(1062876110)
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“(iv) 1nereases economic competitive-
ness and opportunity, including tourism
opportunities;

“(v) eontributes to a state of good re-
pair; and

“(vi) improves mobility and commu-
nity connectivity.
“(C) ADDITIONAL SELECTION CONSIDER-

ATIONS.

In selecting projects to receive grants
under the program, the Secretary shall take
into consideration the extent to which—
“(1) the eligible entity collaborated
with other public and private entities;
“(i1) the project adopts innovative
technologies or techniques, including—
“(I) innovative technology;
“(IT) mmovative project delivery
techniques; and
“(ITI) innovative project financ-
ng;
“(i11) construction of the project is
reasonably expected to begin not later than
18 months after the date on which the

project is selected;

(1062876110)
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“(iv) the eligible entity includes docu-
mentation certifying such entity has noti-
fied a State transportation department if
the project is located on a State-owned or
State-managed facility; and
“(v) the project is cost effective.

“(D) LiMITATION.—In awarding grants

under the program, the Secretary shall select
orant recipients based only on the selection cri-

teria described in subparagraphs (C) and (D).

“(K) TRANSPARENCY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary,
shall evaluate, through a methodology that
is discernible and transparent to the pub-
lic, the means by which each application
submitted under paragraph (4) addresses
the criteria under subparagraphs (C) or
(D) of such paragraph or otherwise estab-
lished by the Secretary.

“(m) PuBLICATION.—The  method-
ology under clause (i) shall be published by
the Secretary as part of the notice of fund-
ing opportunity under the program.

“(F) AWARDS.

Not later than 270 days

after the date on which amounts are made

(1062876110)
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| available to provide grants under the program
2 for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall announce
3 the selection by the Secretary of eligible
4 projects to receive the grants in accordance
5 with this section.

6 “(5)  TREATMENT OF OTHER FEDERAL
7 FUNDS.—Amounts provided under any of the fol-
8 lowing programs shall be considered to be a part of
9 the non-Federal share for a project under this sub-
10 section:

11 “(A) The tribal transportation program
12 under section 202.

13 “(B) The Federal lands transportation
14 program under section 203.

15 “(C) The TIFIA program (as defined in
16 section 601(a)).

17 “(D) The Railroad Rehabilitation and Im-
18 provement Kinancing Program under chapter
19 224 of title 49.
20 “(6) OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.
21 “(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the total amount
22 made available to carry out the program under
23 this subsection for each fiscal year—
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“(1) not more than 50 percent shall be
allocated for eligible projects located in
specified rural areas; and
“(i1) not more than 50 percent shall
be allocated for eligible projects located in
specified urban areas.

“(B) PROJECTS FOR REGIONAL HUBS.—Of

the total amount made available for eligible
projects under subparagraph (A)(i) for each fis-
cal year, the Secretary shall reserve 10 percent
for eligible projects located in communities with
a population between 50,000 and 100,000.

“(C) AREAS OF PERSISTENT POVERTY.—
Of the total amount made available to carry out
the program for each fiscal year, not less than
1 percent shall be awarded for projects in areas
of persistent poverty (as defined in section
6702(a) of title 49).

“(D) MULTIMODAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL

CONSIDERATIONS.

In selecting projects to re-
ceive grants under the program, the Secretary
shall take into consideration geographical and
modal diversity.

“(7) PROJECT PLANNING.—

(1062876110)
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts made
available to carry out the program for ecach fis-
cal year, not less than 5 percent shall be made
available for the planning, preparation, or de-
sign of eligible projects.
“(B) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN LIM-

ITATIONS.—Clauses (i) and (i1) of paragraph

(3)(A) shall not apply with respect to amounts
made available for planning, preparation, or de-
sign under subparagraph (A).

“(8) TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY.—Of the

amounts made available to carry out the program
for each fiscal year, the Administrator may transfer
not more than 2 percent for a fiscal year to the Ad-
ministrator of any of the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration, the Federal Railroad Administration, or the
Maritime Administration to award and oversee
orants and credit assistance in accordance with this

subsection.

“(9) CREDIT PROGRAM COSTS.

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
oraph (B), at the request of an eligible entity,
the Secretary may use a grant provided to the
eligible entity under the program to pay the

subsidy or credit risk premium, and the admin-

(1062876110)
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1 istrative costs, of an eligible project that is eli-

2 eible for Federal credit assistance under—

3 “(1) chapter 6; or

4 “(11) chapter 224 of title 49.

5 “(B) LIMITATION.—Not more than 20 per-

6 cent of the funds made available to carry out

7 the program for a fiscal year may be used to

8 carry out subparagraph (A).

9 “(10) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after
10 the date on which the initial grants are awarded for
11 eligible projects under the program, the Comptroller
12 General of the United States shall—

13 “(A) review the administration of the pro-
14 oram, including—
15 (1) the solicitation process; and
16 “(i1) the selection process, including—
17 “(I) the adequacy and fairness of
18 the process; and
19 “(IT) the selection eriteria; and
20 “(B) submit to the Committee on Trans-
21 portation and Infrastructure of the House of
22 Representatives and Committee on Knviron-
23 ment and Public Works of the Senate a report
24 describing the findings of the review under sub-
25 paragraph (A), imcluding recommendations for
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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| improving the administration of the program, if
2 any.”.
3 SEC. 1125. REPEAL OF PROGRAM.
4 (a) REPEAL.—Section 175 of title 23, United States
5 Code, is repealed.
6 (b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—
7 The analysis for chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code,
8 1is amended by striking the item relating to section 175.
9 SEC. 1126. PROTECT PROGRAM.
10 Section 176 of title 23, United States Code, is
11 amended—
12 (1) 1 subsection (b)(2)—
13 (A) by striking subparagraph (A); and
14 (B) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
15 and (C) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respec-
16 tively;
17 (2) by striking subsection (c);
18 (3) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
19 section (¢);
20 (4) in subsection (d) by striking “In addition to
21 funds apportioned to States under section 104(b)(8)
22 to carry out activities under subsection (¢), the” and
23 inserting “The”’;
24 (5) in subsection (e)—
25 (A) in paragraph (1)—
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xm| (1062876110)
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(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking “A State that re-
ceives funds apportioned to the State
under section 104(b)(8) or an” and
inserting “An’’; and

(IT) by striking “if the State or
eligible entity” and inserting “if the
eligible entity”’; and
(i1) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (1) by striking
“funds apportioned to a State under
section 104(b)(8) or’’;

(IT) in clause (1) by striking
“carried out with funds under sub-
section (¢) or a grant” and inserting
“carried out with a grant”; and

(IIT) in clause (111)—

(aa) in subclause (I) by
striking “‘carried out with funds
under subsection (¢) or a grant”
and inserting “carried out with a
orant”’; and

(bb) in subclause (II) by
striking “funds under subsection

(e) or’”’; and
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1 (B) in paragraph (2)(D)(@v)(II) by striking
2 “apportioned to the State wunder section

3 104(b)(8) or”’; and
4 (6) in subsection (f)(1) by striking “Not later

5 than 18 months after the date of enactment of this

6 section, the” and inserting “The”.

7 SEC. 1127. CODIFICATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF JASON’S

8 LAW.

9 (a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1s the sense of Con-
10 gress that it is a national priority to address projects
I1 wunder this section for the shortage of parking for commer-
12 cial motor vehicles on the National Highway System to
13 improve the safety of motorized and nonmotorized users
14 and for commercial motor vehicle operators.

15 (b) PARKING FOR COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES.
16 Chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by
17 adding at the end the following:

18 “§180. Parking for commercial motor vehicles
19 “(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

20 “(1) COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term
21 ‘commercial motor vehicle’ has the meaning given
22 such term in section 31132 of title 49.
23 “(2) SAFETY REST AREA.—The term ‘safety
24 rest area’ has the meaning given such term in sec-
25 tion 120(c)(1).
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1 “(b) GRANT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall make
2 gorants, on a competitive basis, to eligible entities for
3 projects to provide public parking for commercial motor
4 vehicles and 1mprove the safety of commercial motor vehi-
5 cle drivers.
6 “(¢) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—
7 “(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity eligible to receive
8 a grant under this section is any of the following:
9 “(A) A State.
10 “(B) A metropolitan planning organiza-
11 tion.
12 “(C) A unit of local government.
13 “(D) A political subdivision of a State or
14 local government carrying out responsibilities
15 relating to commercial motor vehicle parking.
16 “(E) A Tribal government or a consortium
17 of Tribal governments.
18 “(F) A multistate or multijurisdictional
19 oroup of entities described in subparagraphs
20 (A) through (E).
21 “(2) PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION.—AnN eli-
22 eible entity that receives a grant under this section
23 may partner with a private entity to carry out a
24 project under this section.
25 “(d) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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| “(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity may use
2 a grant provided under this section for a project de-
3 seribed in paragraph (2) that is on—

4 “(A) a Federal-aid highway; or

5 “(B) a facility with reasonable access (as
6 described in section 658.19 of title 23, Code of
7 Federal Regulations (or a successor regulation))
8 to—

9 “(i) a Federal-aid highway; or

10 “(i1) a freight facility.

11 “(2) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project re-
12 ferred to in paragraph (1) is a project

13 “(A) to construct a safety rest area that
14 includes parking for commercial motor vehicles;
15 “(B) to construct additional commercial
16 motor vehicle parking capacity-

17 “(1) adjacent to a private commercial
18 truck stop or travel plaza;

19 “(11) within the boundaries of, or adja-
20 cent to, a publicly owned freight facility,
21 including a port terminal operated by a
22 public authority;
23 “(iil) at an existing facility, including
24 an inspection or weigh station and a park-
25 and-ride location; or
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“(iv) at another suitable facility, as
determined by the eligible entity, in con-
currence with the Secretary;

“(C) to reopen an existing weigh station,
safety rest area, park-and-ride facility, or other
eovernment-owned facility, that is not in use,
for commercial motor vehicle parking;

“(D) to construct or make capital improve-
ments to an existing public commercial motor
vehicle parking facility to expand parking use
and availability, including at a seasonal facility;

“(E) to identify, promote, and manage the
availability of publicly and privately provided
commercial motor vehicle parking, such as
through the use of intelligent transportation
systems;

“(F) to improve the personal safety of
commercial motor vehicle drivers at a parking
facility as part of a project described in sub-
paragraphs (A) through (D);

“(G) to improve a parking facility, includ-
ing through truck stop electrification systems,
as part of a project described in subparagraphs

(A) through (D);

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

159

1 “(H) to construct turnouts for commercial
2 motor vehicles; or

3 “(I) to improve the geometric designs of
4 interchanges to improve access to safety rest
5 areas and commercial motor vehicle parking fa-
6 cilities.

7 “(e) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a grant
8 wunder this section, an eligible entity shall submit to the
9 RSecretary an application at such time, in such manner,
10 and containing such information as the Secretary may re-
I1 quire, including—

12 “(1) a deseription of the proposed project; and
13 “(2) any other information that the Secretary
14 determines to be necessary.

15 “(f) SELECTION CRITERIA.—The Secretary may se-
16 lect a project to receive a grant under this section only
17 if the Secretary determines that—

18 “(1) there is a shortage of commercial motor
19 vehicle parking capacity in the corridor in which the
20 project is located;
21 “(2) the eligible entity has consulted with motor
22 carriers, commercial motor vehicle drivers, public
23 safety officials, and private providers of commercial
24 motor vehicle parking regarding the project;
25 “(3) the project will likely:
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“(A) increase the availability or utilization
of commercial motor vehicle parking;
“(B) facilitate the efficient movement of
freight; or
“(C) improve highway safety, traffic con-
gestion, and air quality; and
“(4) the eligible entity demonstrates the ability
to provide for the maintenance and operation of the
facility.

“(2) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION.—To the max-

I1 imum extent practicable, the Secretary shall select

12 projects to receive grants under the program in a manner

13 that—
14 “(1) prioritizes projects based on the severity of
15 the commercial motor vehicle parking capacity short-
16 age in the area and the degree to which such
17 projects would alleviate such shortage; and
18 “(2) maximizes the geographic distribution
19 among erant recipients, including a balance between
20 the need of new commercial motor vehicle parking
21 capacity across rural and urban communities.
22 “(h) USE oF FUNDS.—
23 “(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the lim-
24 itations in paragraph (2), an eligible entity may use
25 a grant under this section for—

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N B W =

|\ I N© TR NG T NS R NS R L e T e T e D e e T T
A W N = O VWV 00 N O W BN~ WD = ©

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

161

“(A) development phase activities, includ-
ing planning, feasibility analysis, benefit-cost
analysis, environmental review, preliminary en-
oineering and desigen work, and other
preconstruction activities necessary to advance
a project under this section; and

“(B) construction and operational improve-
ments.
“(2) LIMITATIONS.—

“(A)  PLANNING AND  PRELIMINARY
WORK.—An eligible entity may use not more
than 20 percent of the amount of a grant under

this section for activities described in paragraph

“(B) PARKING AVAILABILITY MANAGE-

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-
vided in clause (i1), not more than 10 per-
cent of the amounts made available for
each fiscal year for grants under this sec-
tion may be used for projects described n
subsection (d)(2)(E) that solely identify,
promote, and manage the availability of ex-

isting commercial motor vehicle parking.

(1062876110)
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162
“(11) ExcErTION.—Clause (i) shall
not apply to a project described in sub-
section (d)(2)(E) that is part of a larger
project to expand commercial motor vehicle
parking capacity.
“(3) PROHIBITION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—No amounts made

available to an eligible entity pursuant to this
section may be used for construction or develop-
ment phase activities that would enable the con-
struction of charging or fueling infrastructure
for the propulsion of a vehicle, including a com-
mercial motor vehicle.

“(B) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in
this paragraph limits the use of funds other
than funds made available to carry out this sec-

tion.

“(1) PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE PARKING.—Com-

mercial motor vehicle parking constructed, opened,
or improved with funds from a grant under this sec-
tion shall be open and accessible to all commercial

motor vehicle drivers.

“(2) PROHIBITION ON CHARGING FEES.—No

fee may be charged by an eligible entity to a com-

(1062876110)
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1 mercial motor vehicle driver to gain access to park-

2 ing constructed, opened, maintained, or improved

3 with a grant under this section.

4 “(J) TREATMENT OF PRrROJECTS.—Notwithstanding

5 any other provision of law, a project carried out under this

6 section shall be treated as a project on a Federal-aid high-

7 way under this chapter.

8 “(k) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.

9 Amounts made available for a project under this section
10 shall remain available for a period of 3 years after the
11 last day of the fiscal year in which the amounts are made
12 available.

13 “(1) SURVEY AND COMPARATIVE ASSESSMENT.—

14 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 4 years
15 after the date of enactment of this section, and every
16 2 years thereafter, the Secretary, in consultation

17 with appropriate State motor carrier safety per-
18 sonnel, motor carriers, State departments of trans-
19 portation, and private providers of commercial motor
20 vehicle parking, shall submit to the Committee on
21 Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
22 Representatives and the Committee on Environment
23 and Public Works of the Senate a report that—

24 “(A) evaluates the availability of adequate
25 parking and rest facilities, taking into account
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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| both private and public facilities, for commer-
2 cial motor vehicles engaged in interstate trans-
3 portation;

4 “(B) evaluates the effectiveness of the
5 projects funded under this section in improving
6 access to commercial motor vehicle parking;

7 “(C) evaluates the ability of recipients of a
8 orant under this section to sustain the oper-
9 ation of parking facilities constructed with
10 funds provided under this section; and

11 “(D) reports on the status of ongoing
12 projects to provide adequate commercial motor
13 vehicle parking facilities.

14 “(2) REsunLTs.—The Secretary shall make each
15 report under paragraph (1) available to the public
16 on the website of the Department of Transportation.
17 “(3) ALIGNMENT OF REPORTS.—In carrying
18 out this subsection, the Secretary shall—

19 “(A) consider the results of the commercial
20 motor vehicle parking facilities assessments of
21 States under subsection (f) of section 70202 of
22 title 49; and
23 “(B) seek to align the contents of each re-
24 port under paragraph (1) and the submission
25 and publication of such reports with the State
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freight plans developed and updated under such

section.”.

(¢) CLERICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.
(1) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for
chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amend-

ed by adding at the end the following:

“180. Parking for commercial motor vehicles.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1401
of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 137 note), and the item re-
lating to such provision in the table of contents
under section 1(¢) of such Act, are repealed.

SEC. 1128. CONSOLIDATED FUNDING PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 23, United
States Code, is further amended by adding at the end the
following:

“§181. Consolidated funding pilot program

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in fiscal year 2028,
the Secretary shall establish and carry out a pilot program
to allow not more than 10 States to receive the base ap-
portionment for the State in a lump sum, to be oblicated
and expended in accordance with this section.

“(b) CrRITERIA.—The Secretary shall develop criteria
for the selection of a State to receive a block grant under

this Act, including requiring that each recipient State—
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1 “(1) meets minimum levels for the condition of
2 pavement established by the Secretary under section
3 150(¢)(3);
4 “(2) meets minimum levels for the condition for
5 bridges on the National Highway System as de-
6 seribed 1n section 119(f)(2);
7 “(3) uses a performance-based approach to
8 transportation planning and programming for state-
9 wide and metropolitan planning areas to meet the
10 requirements of sections 134, 135, and 150; and
11 “(4) meets recertification requirements for
12 State asset management plans for the National
13 Highway System as deseribed in section 119(e).
14 “(¢) APPLICATIONS.
15 “(1) REQUEST.—The Secretary shall request
16 applications for participation under this section in
17 accordance with paragraph (2).
18 “(2) CONTENTS.—An application submitted to
19 the Secretary under this paragraph shall include a
20 plan on how the State and each affected metropoli-
21 tan planning organization will continue to meet, or
22 make significant progress toward meeting, perform-
23 ance measures and standards under section 150(c).
24 “(d) USE OF BLOCK GRANT FUNDS.
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“(1) EniciBiaTy.—Funds made available to a

State under this program shall be eligible for use for

any project eligible—

“(A) under the national highway perform-
ance program under section 119;

“(B) under the surface transportation
block grant program under section 133;

“(C) under the highway safety improve-
ment program under section 148;

“(D) under the congestion mitigation and
air quality improvement program under section
149;
“(E) for metropolitan planning under sec-
tion 134; and

“(F) under the national highway freight
and high priority corridor program under sec-
tion 167.

“(2) ALLOCATIONS OF APPORTIONED FUNDS TO

AREAS BASED ON POPULATION.—

“(A) ALLOCATION.—Of the total amount
of funds provided under this section in a fiscal
yvear for projects described under paragraph
(1)—

“(1) 25 percent shall be obligated

under this section, in proportion to their

(1062876110)
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relative shares of the population of the
State—
“(I) in urbanized areas of the
State with an urbanized area popu-
lation of over 200,000;
“(II) in urbanized areas of the
State with an urbanized area popu-
lation of not less than 50,000 and not
more than 200,000;
“(IIT) in urban areas of the State
with a population not less than 5,000
and not more than 49,999; and
“(IV) 1n other areas of the State
with a population less than 5,000; and
“(i1) the remainder may be obligated
in any area of the State.

“(B) METROPOLITAN AREAS.—Funds at-

tributed to an urbanized area under subpara-
oraph (A)(1)(I) may be oblicated in the metro-
politan area established under section 134 that
encompasses the urbanized area.
“(C) LOCAL CONSULTATION.—
“(1) CONSULTATION WITH METRO-

POLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS.—For
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1 purposes of subclause (II) of subparagraph
2 (A)(1), a State shall—
3 “(I) establish a new process or
4 utilize the process established under
5 clause (1) of section 133(d)(3)(A) to
6 consult with all metropolitan planning
7 organizations in the State that rep-
8 resent an urbanized area described in
9 such clause; and
10 “(II) deseribe how funds allo-
11 cated for areas described in such
12 clause will be allocated equitably
13 among the applicable urbanized areas.
14 “(11) CONSULTATION WITII REGIONAL
15 TRANSPORTATION  PLANNING  ORGANIZA-
16 TIONS.—For purposes of subclauses (III)
17 and (IV) of subparagraph (A)(i), before
18 obligating funding attributed to an area
19 with a population less than 50,000, a State
20 shall consult with the regional transpor-
21 tation planning organizations that rep-
22 resent the area, if any.
23 “(D) DISTRIBUTION AMONG URBANIZED
24 AREAS OF OVER 200,000 POPULATION.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-
vided in clause (ii), the amount of funds
that a State is required to obligate under
subparagraph (A)(1)(I) shall be obligated
in urbanized areas described in subpara-
oraph (A)(1)(I) based on the relative popu-
lation of the areas.

“(11) OTHER FACTORS.—The State

may obligate the funds described in clause
(1) based on other factors if the State and
the relevant metropolitan planning organi-
zations jointly apply to the Secretary for
the permission to base the obligation on
other factors and the Secretary grants the
request.

“(E) APPLICABILITY FOR PLANNING RE-

QUIREMENTS.—Programming and expenditure
of funds for projects under this section shall be
consistent with sections 134 and 135.

“(3) OBLIGATION AUTHORITY.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—A State that 1s re-
quired to obligate in an urbanized area with an
urbanized area population of over 200,000 indi-
viduals funds referred to under paragraph

(2)(A)(1)(I) shall make available an amount of

(1062876110)
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obligation authority distributed to the State for
Federal-aid highways and highway safety con-
struction programs for use in the area that is
equal to the amount obtained by multiplying—
“(1) the aggregate amount of funds
that the State is required to obligate in the
area under paragraph (2) during the pe-
riod; and
“(11) the ratio that—
“(I) the ageregate amount of ob-
ligation authority distributed to the
State for Federal-aid highways and
highway safety construction programs
during the period; bears to
“(II) the total of the sums appor-
tioned to the State for Federal-aid
highways and highway safety con-
struction programs (excluding sums
not subject to an obligation limitation)
during the period.
“(B) JOINT RESPONSIBILITY.—Kach
State, each affected metropolitan planning or-
ganization, and the Secretary shall jointly en-

sure compliance with subparagraph (A).

“(e) BLOCK GRANT SELECTION.—

(1062876110)
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1 “(1) ISSUANCE.—The Secretary shall provide
2 orants under this section beginning with fiscal year
3 2028.
4 “(2) OBLIGATION AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this
5 section shall be construed to increase an obligation
6 limitation applied to funds made available under this
7 section.
8 “(3) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—Subject to
9 subsection (2)(2), the Secretary shall continue to ap-
10 portion block grants to the awarded States.
11 “(4) SUNSET.—The authority to provide grants
12 under this section shall terminate on October 1,
13 2031.
14 “(f) PROGRESS REPORT.—
15 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
16 after the first fiscal year in which funds are provided
17 under this section, a State receiving funds shall sub-
18 mit to the Secretary a progress report on meeting,
19 or making significant progress toward meeting, per-
20 formance measures and standards under section
21 150(¢).
22 “(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after
23 the initial funds are provided under this section, the
24 Secretary shall promulgate guidance to lump sum
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recipients on requirements for submitting a progress
report under paragraph (1).

“(3) REVIEW.—If the Secretary finds that a
State that received funds under this section did not
meet, or achieve significant progress (as defined by
the Secretary) toward target achievement of, all per-
formance targets set in the report required under
paragraph (1), the Secretary may not provide funds
to such State under the program in the following fis-
cal year or 6 months after determination that the
State failed to meet, or make significant progress to-
ward target achievement, whichever is later.

M . D) CC > SS. 0) ater
“(4) TRANSMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not lat

than 30 days after the date on which the Secretary
receives a report from a State under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall transmit the progress report to
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Environment and Public Works of the Senate.

“(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to exempt a State
from completing any other transportation plans re-
quired under this title.

“(¢) TREATMENT OF LAW.—Notwithstanding any

25 other provision of law, projects funded under this section
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shall be treated as projects on a Federal-aid highway
under this chapter.

“(h) DEFINITION OF BASE APPORTIONMENT.—In
this section, the term ‘base apportionment’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 104(h).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-
ter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is further amended

by adding at the end the following:

“181. Consolidated funding pilot program.”.
SEC. 1129. REGISTRATION FEE ON MOTOR VEHICLES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 23, United
States Code, is further amended by adding at the end the
following:

“§ 182. Registration fee on motor vehicles

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the Fed-
eral Highway Administration shall impose for each year
the following registration fee amounts on the owner of a
vehicle registered for operation by a State motor vehicle
department:

“(1) $130 for a covered electric vehicle.
“(2) $35 for a covered plug-in hybrid vehicle.

“(b) WITHHOLDING OF KFUNDS FOR NONCOMPLI-
ANCE.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—If a State fails to comply
with the requirements under subsection (c¢), the Ad-

ministrator shall withhold, from amounts required to
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| be apportioned to any State under section 104(b),
2 an amount equal to 125 percent to the amount re-
3 quired to be remitted under subsection (¢)(2).
4 “(2) TmmING.—The Administrator shall with-
5 hold the amount on the first day of each fiscal year
6 beginning after September 30, 2027, in which the
7 State does not meet the requirements of subsection
8 (¢) until the date that is 30 days after the date on
9 which the State meets such requirements.
10 “(¢) COLLECTION AND REMITTANCE OF FEE.—
11 “(1) COLLECTION OF FEE.—A State motor ve-
12 hicle department, or an equivalent to such depart-
13 ment, shall—
14 “(A) incorporate the collection of the fees
15 established under subsection (a) into the vehicle
16 registration and renewal processes administered
17 by such department, so long as such fees are
18 imposed for each year in which the fees are re-
19 quired; or
20 “(B) obtain approval from the Adminis-
21 trator to establish an alternate means of com-
22 pliance for the collection of such fees that is ac-
23 ceptable to the Administrator.
24 “(2) REMITTANCE OF FEE.—Not later than 30
25 days after the last day of each month, a State motor
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| vehicle department shall remit to the Administrator
2 the balance of the total fee amounts collected under
3 this section in the preceding month less the portion
4 reserved for administrative expenses under sub-
5 section (e).

6 “(d) FEE ADJUSTMENT.—

7 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the limitations
8 in paragraph (2), beginning in 2029, the Adminis-
9 trator shall biennially increase the amounts specified
10 in subsection (a) by $5.
11 “(2) LiMITATIONS.—The amount specified in—
12 “(A) subsection (a)(1) shall not be in-
13 creased to an amount that exceeds $150; and
14 “(B) subsection (a)(2) shall not be in-
15 creased to an amount that exceeds $50.
16 “(e) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—In any fiscal
17 year in which a State is in compliance with this section,

[S—
o0

such State may retain an amount not to exceed 1 percent

[a—
O

of the total fees collected under this section for adminis-

[\
)

trative expenses.

(\9)
p—

“(f) AprPLICABILITY OF FEES.—The fees imposed

I\
\®}

under paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a) shall ter-

[\®]
W

minate on October 1, 2036.

&)
=~

“(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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1 “(1) COVERED ELECTRIC VEHICLE.—The term
2 ‘covered electric vehicle’ means a covered motor vehi-
3 cle that meets the definition of ‘electric vehicle’
4 under section 86.1803-01 of title 40, Code of Fed-
5 eral Regulations (as in effect on the date of enact-
6 ment of the BUILD America 250 Act).

7 “(2) COVERED MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term
8 ‘covered motor vehicle’ has the meaning given the
9 term ‘motor vehicle’ under section 154(a) but ex-
10 cludes a motor vehicle that is a covered farm vehicle
11 or commercial motor vehicle (as such terms are de-
12 fined in section 390.5 of title 49, Code of Federal
13 Regulations).

14 “(3) COVERED PLUG-IN HYBRID VEHICLE.—
15 The term ‘covered hybrid vehicle’ means a covered
16 motor vehicle that meets the definition of ‘plug-in
17 hybrid electriec vehicle’ under section 86.1803—-01 of
18 title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on
19 the date of enactment of the BUILD America 250
20 Act).”.
21 (b) IMPLEMENTATION OF CERTAIN PROCESSES.
22 (1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Administrator of
23 the Federal Highway Administration may provide
24 orants to State motor vehicle departments, or equiv-
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alent departments, to implement a process to carry
out section 182 of title 23, United States Code.

(2) FunDING.—There is authorized to be ap-
propriated $104,000,000 to carry out this sub-
section, to remain available until September 30,
2030.

(3) ELIGIBLE AMOUNTS.—Each State motor ve-
hicle department may receive not more than

$2,000,000 under this subsection.

(¢) REGULATIONS.—The Administrator shall issue

such regulations and guidance as are necessary to—

(1) carry out section 182 of title 23, United
States Code (as added by this section); and

(2) establish a process for the timely and accu-
rate remittance of fees collected under such section
through an electronic method.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date

of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit
to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives and the Committee on
Environment and Public Works of the Senate a report on
the status of the implementation of section 182 of title

23, United States Code (as added by this section).

(¢) SENSE OF THE COMMITTEE.—It 1s the sense of

25 the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
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the House of Representatives that registration fees col-
lected under section 182 of title 23, United States Code
(as added by this Act), should be deposited into the High-
way Trust Fund and divided between accounts of such
Trust Fund in the same manner as excise taxes enacted
after 1982 are deposited into such Trust Fund.

(f) CLERICAL, AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-
ter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by add-

ing at the end the following:

182. Registration fee on motor vehicles.
SEC. 1130. TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY NO LONGER
NEEDED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 23, United
States Code, is further amended by adding at the end the
following:

“§ 183. Transfer of real property no longer needed

“(a) IN GENERAL.—If a recipient of assistance under
this chapter determines real property acquired at least in
part with such assistance is no longer necessary for the
purpose for which such real property was acquired, the
Secretary may authorize the recipient to transfer such real
property, with no further obligation to the Government.

“(b) CONDITIONS.—The Secretary may only author-
ize the transfer described under subsection (a) if the Sec-

retary determines—
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“(1) there is no longer a purpose for the real
property eligible for assistance under this chapter
for which such property should be used;

“(2) the overall benefit of allowing the transfer
is greater than the interest of the Government in lig-
uidation and return of the financial interest of the
sovernment in the real property, after considering
fair market value and other factors; and

“(3) through an appropriate screening or sur-
vey process, that there is no interest in acquiring the
real property for Government use.

“(¢) RECIPIENTS.—The Secretary may only author-

13 1ze a transfer deseribed under subsection (a) to—

14 “(1) a local governmental authority if such real
15 property will remain a public asset for at least 10
16 yvears after the date on which the real property is
17 transferred;
18 “(2) a local governmental authority or nonprofit
19 organization for the development of the real prop-
20 erty; or
21 “(3) a third-party entity for the development of
22 the real property, if the Secretary determines that—
23 “(A) a local governmental authority or
24 nonprofit organization is unable to receive the
25 real property;
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“(B) the overall benefit of allowing the
transfer of the real property is greater than the
interest of the Government in selling the prop-
erty, after considering fair market value and

other factors; and
“(C) the third-party entity has dem-
onstrated a satisfactory history of construction
or operating an affordable housing develop-

ment.””.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-
ter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is further amended

by adding at the end the following:

“183. Transfer of real property no longer needed.”.

13 SEC. 1131. FEDERAL LANDS AND TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION

14

PROGRAMS.

15 Section 201(b)(7) of title 23, United States Code, is

16 amended—

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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serting “‘program, or any project carried out
using funds awarded to an Indian Tribe under
a competitive grant program under this title or

chapter 67 of title 49 shall”’; and
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1 (2) in subparagraph (B) by striking “be be”
2 and inserting “be”.
3 SEC. 1132. TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.
4 Section 202 of title 23, United States Code, is

5 amended—

6 (1) in subsection (a)(8)(A) by inserting “grad-
7 ing and” after “‘excluding road”;
8 (2) in subsection (e)(1) by striking ‘“‘section
9 148(a)(4).” and inserting ‘“‘paragraphs (4) and (11)
10 of section 148(a).”; and
11 (3) by adding at the end the following:
12 “(2) CONSOLIDATED DELIVERY.—
13 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
14 provision of law and subject to paragraph (2), erant
15 funds awarded to an Indian Tribe from a competi-
16 tive grant program administered by the Federal
17 Highway Administration and made available to an
18 Indian Tribe under a competitive program adminis-
19 tered by the Federal Highway Administration or the
20 Secretary may, at the request of such Indian Tribe,
21 be administered as if allocated under this section.
22 “(2) SET-ASIDES NOT APPLICABLE.—The fol-
23 lowing set-asides shall not apply to funds described
24 in paragraph (1):
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“(A) The set-aside described in subpara-
oraph (C) of subsection (b)(3).

“(B) The set-asides desceribed in  sub-

)
sections (a)(6), (¢), and (e).
“(C) The set-aside described in section

1123(h)(1) of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 202 note).”.

SEC. 1133. FEDERAL LANDS TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.
Section 203 of title 23, United States Code, is

amended—

(1) 1 subsection (a)(1)—
(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) by redesignating clauses (iv), (v),
(vi), and (vii) as clauses (v), (vi), (vii1),
and (ix), respectively;

(ii) by inserting after clause (iii) the
following:

“(iv) provisions for individuals with
disabilities;”; and

(111) by inserting after clause (vi) (as
so redesignated) the following:

“(vil) projects to improve the resil-
ience of Federal lands transportation facili-
ties; and”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (D)—

(1062876110)
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1 (i) by inserting ‘“‘than” after ‘not
2 more’’; and
3 (i) by striking “(A)(v)(I)” and in-
4 serting “(A)(v)(I)”; and
5 (2) n subsection (b)(1)—
6 (A) by striking “October 1, 2011, and on’’;
7 and
8 (B) by striking ‘“‘thereafter’.
O SEC. 1134. FEDERAL LANDS ACCESS PROGRAM.
10 Section 204(a) of title 23, United States Code, is

11 amended—

12 (1) in paragraph (1)—

13 (A) in subparagraph (A)—

14 (1) by redesignating clauses (iv)

15 through (ix) as clauses (v) through (x), re-

16 spectively; and

17 (i) by inserting after clause (iii) the

18 following:

19 “(iv) provisions for individuals with

20 disabilities;”’; and

21 (B) in subparagraph (C) by inserting *, in-

22 cluding a project to improve the resilience of

23 such a transportation facility” after “Federal

24 land”; and

25 (2) by striking paragraph (6).
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SEC. 1135. NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL LANDS AND

TRIBAL PROJECTS PROGRAM.

Section 1123(¢)(3) of the FAST Act (23 U.S.C. 201
note) is amended by striking “$12,500,000” and inserting
“$5,000,000”.

SEC. 1136. TRIBAL HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS PROGRAM.

Section 1123(h) of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 202 note)
18 amended—

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘“fiscal years

2022 through 2026”7 and inserting ‘“fiscal years

2027 through 2031”"; and

(2) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘“‘fiscal years

2022 through 2026”7 and inserting ‘“fiscal years

2027 through 2031”.

SEC. 1137. CONSOLIDATION OF PROGRAMS.

Section 1519(a) of MAP-21 (Public Law 112-141;
126 Stat. 574) is amended, in the matter preceding para-
eraph (1), by striking “fiscal years 2022 through 2026”
and inserting “‘fiscal years 2027 through 2031,

SEC. 1138. UPDATE TO NONMOTORIZED TRAILS DEFINI-
TION.

Section 206 of title 23, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1) by striking “except for

a motorized wheelchair.” and inserting “except for

“(A) a motorized wheelchair; and
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1 “(B) an electric bicycle (as such term is

2 defined in section 217(j)).”; and

3 (2) by adding at the end the following:

4 “() Avrnoriry To LimiT UseE.—Notwithstanding

5 subsection (a)(1)(B), a State or local government may re-

6 strict or prohibit the operation of an electric bicycle, in-

7 cluding a specific class of electric bicycle, on a mnon-

8 motorized recreational trail.”.

9 Subtitle B—Improved Project De-
10 livery and Environmental
11 Streamlining
12 SEC. 1201. PROJECT APPROVAL AND OVERSIGHT.

13 Section 106 of title 23, United States Code, is
14 amended—
15 (1) 1n subsection (e)(2)—
16 (A) in subparagraph (A)—
17 (1) by striking “$50,000,000” and in-
18 serting “$100,000,000”"; and
19 (i1) by adding “and” at the end;
20 (B) by striking subparagraph (B); and
21 (C) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
22 subparagraph (B); and
23 (2) in subsection (h)—
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(A) in paragraph (1) by striking
“$500,000,000” and inserting
“$1,000,000,000’; and
(B) by adding at the end the following:
“(4) ToraL cosT.—The estimated total cost
for a major project described in paragraph (1) shall
be adjusted annually to reflect increases in the rate
of inflation as measured by Consumer Price Index
for All Urban Consumers published by the Depart-

ment of Liabor.”.

11 SEC. 1202. EXEMPTION FROM REVIEW.

12

(a) TITLE 23.—Section 138 of title 23, United States

13 Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:

14 “(2) CERTAIN UNDERTAKINGS.

15 “(1) IN GENERAL.—An undertaking described
16 in appendix A or that has received the appropriate
17 determination described in appendix B of the notice
18 of approval issued by the Advisory Council on His-
19 toric Preservation titled ‘Program Comment on Cer-
20 tain Housing, Building, and Transportation Under-
21 takings’, published on April 2, 2025 (90 Fed. Reg.
22 14526) that is part of a transportation program or
23 project shall not be considered use under subsection
24 (a).
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1 “(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The exemption
2 under paragraph (1) shall not be construed to apply
3 to any other aspect of a transportation program or
4 project that is not an undertaking described in such
5 paragraph.
6 “(3) APPLICABILITY ON TRIBAL LAND.—The
7 exemption under this subsection shall not apply to
8 undertakings located on Tribal lands, or to under-
9 takings that may affect historic properties located on
10 Tribal lands, unless the applicable Tribal historic
11 preservation officer or a designated representative of
12 the applicable Indian Tribe has provided prior writ-
13 ten notification to the Secretary that the Tribe con-
14 sents to the use of the exemption under this sub-
15 section.”.
16 (b) TITLE 49.—Section 303 of title 49, United States
17 Code, is amended—
18 (1) in subsection (d)(2)(A) by striking *,
19 United States Code”’; and
20 (2) by adding at the end the following:
21 “(1) CERTAIN UNDERTAKINGS.
22 “(1) IN GENERAL.—An undertaking described
23 in appendix A or that has received the appropriate
24 determination described in appendix B of the notice
25 of approval issued by the Advisory Council on His-
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 toric Preservation titled ‘Program Comment on Cer-

2 tain IHousing, Building, and Transportation Under-

3 takings’, published on April 2, 2025, (90 Fed. Reg.
4 14526) that is part of a transportation program or

5 project shall not be considered use under subsection

6 (a).

7 “(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The exemption

8 under paragraph (1) shall not be construed to apply
9 to any other aspect of a transportation program or
10 project that is not an undertaking described in such
11 paragraph.

12 “(3) APPLICABILITY ON TRIBAL LAND.—The
13 exemption under this subsection shall not apply to
14 undertakings located on Tribal lands, or to under-
15 takings that may affect historic properties located on
16 Tribal lands, unless the applicable Tribal historic
17 preservation officer or a designated representative of
18 the applicable Indian Tribe has provided prior writ-
19 ten notification to the Secretary that the Tribe con-
20 sents to the use of the exemption under this sub-
21 section.”.
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1 SEC. 1203. EFFICIENT ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS FOR
2 PROJECT DECISIONMAKING AND ONE FED-
3 ERAL DECISION.

4 Section 139 of title 23, United States Code, is
5 amended—

6 (1) in subsection (¢)—

7 (A) in paragraph (1)(B) by striking “may”’
8 and inserting “‘shall”’; and

9 (B) in paragraph (7)—

10 (1) in subparagraph (A) by striking
11 “shall review” and inserting “shall bienni-
12 ally review”’; and

13 (i1) in subparagraph (C)—

14 (I) in the heading by striking
15 “REPORT” and inserting “BRIEFING;
16 and

17 (IT) by striking “Not later than”
18 and all that follows through “that in-
19 cludes” and inserting “Not later than
20 30 days after the completion of each
21 review required under subparagraph
22 (A), the Secretary shall provide to the
23 Committee on Transportation and In-
24 frastructure of the House of Rep-
25 resentatives and the Committee on
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Environment and Public Works of the
Senate a briefing that includes”;
(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (2) by striking “45 days”
and inserting “30 days’’;

(B) in paragraph (8)(D) by striking
“project if”” and inserting “‘project only if”’; and

(C) in paragraph (10)—

(1) in subparagraph (B) by striking

“final”’; and

(i) in subparagraph (C) by striking

“subparagraph (A) if”” and inserting ‘“‘sub-

paragraph (A) only if”’;
(3) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by striking “process”
and inserting “process and before the definition
of a project’s purpose and need in paragraph
(2)”; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and insert-
ing the following:

“(2) DEFINITION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The lead agency shall
define such project’s purpose and need for pur-
poses of any document which the lead agency is

responsible for preparing for the project.

(1062876110)
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“(B) DEADLINE.—The lead agency shall
define such project’s purpose and need not later
than 45 days after—

“(i) the submission by the project
sponsor of the appropriate information to
inform the purpose and need description;
or

“(i1) any appropriately completed pro-
posed revision to a project that affects the
purpose and need description previously
prepared or accepted by the lead agency.
“(C) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-

retary may provide a project sponsor with tech-
nical assistance in drafting—

“(1) a purpose and need statement;
and

“(i1) any necessary supporting docu-
mentation for projects involving Kederal
approvals from more than 1 Federal agen-
cy.”;

(4) in subsection (2)(1)—
(A) in subparagraph (B) by striking clause
(ii1) and inserting the following:
“(i11) MAJOR PROJECT SCHEDULE.—

To the maximum extent practicable and

(1062876110)
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consistent with applicable Federal law, in

the case of a major project, the lead agen-

¢y shall develop, in concurrence with the

project sponsor, a schedule for the major

project that is consistent with the following

agency averages for the completion of the

environmental review process for major

projects—

“(I) not more than 2 years for an
environmental impact statement, as
measured from the date of publication
of a notice of intent to prepare an en-
vironmental impact statement to the
record of decision; or

“(IT) not more than 1 year for an
environmental assessment, as meas-
ured from the date on which the head
of the lead agency determines that an
environmental assessment is required
to a finding of no significant impact.”’;

and

(B) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-

serting the following:

“(D) MODIFICATION.—

(1062876110)
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the

provisions of this subparagraph, the lead

agency may not lengthen or shorten a

schedule established under subparagraph

(B) except for good cause.

“(i1) PROVISIONS.

“(I) LENGTHENED SCHED-

ULES.

The lead agency may only
lengthen a schedule under clause (i)
for a cooperating Federal agency by
not more than 1 year after the latest
deadline established for the major
project by the lead agency.

“(1I) SHORTENED SCHED-
ULES.—The lead agency may not
shorten a schedule under clause (1) if
doing so would impair the ability of a
cooperating Federal agency to conduct
necessary analyses or otherwise carry
out relevant obligations of the Federal

o § . St 0.
agency for the project.”;

(5) 1 subsection (h)—

(A) in paragraph (4) by striking “unless

significant” and inserting ‘“‘unless, as deter-

(1062876110)
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| mined by the lead agency, significant and rel-
2 evant’’;
3 (B) in paragraph (7)(D) by striking “cer-
4 tifies that” and inserting ‘‘certifies to the Com-
5 mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
6 the House of Representatives and the Com-
7 mittee on Environment and Public Works of the
8 Senate that”’; and
9 (C) in paragraph (8)(B)—
10 (1) in the matter preceding clause (1)
11 by striking “120 days after the date of en-
12 actment of the MAP-21" and inserting
13 “90 days”’; and
14 (i1) by striking clause (i1) and insert-
15 ing the following:
16 “(i1) A project that requires the prep-
17 aration of an environmental impact state-
18 ment.
19 “(i11) A sample of not less than 5 per-
20 cent of the projects requiring preparation
21 of an environmental assessment in each
22 State.”’;
23 (6) in subsection (i) by striking “establish’” and
24 inserting “‘establish, maintain, and continuously im-
25 prove’’;
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(7) in subsection (j)(3) by striking ‘“‘section
204" and inserting “section 203 or section 204’

(8) in subsection (1)(1) by striking “highway or
public transportation” and inserting ‘“‘highway, pub-
lic transportation, or rail’”’;

(9) in subsection (n) by striking paragraph (3)

and inserting the following:

LENGTH OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCU-

MENTS.—

“(A) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATE-

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as pro-
vided in clause (i1), an environmental im-
pact statement shall not exceed 150 pages,
not including any citations or appendices.

“(11) EXTRAORDINARY COM-
PLEXITY.—An environmental impact state-
ment for a proposed action of extraor-
dinary complexity, as determined by the
lead agency, shall not exceed 300 pages,
not including any citations or appendices.

“(B) ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS.—

An environmental assessment shall not exceed
75 pages, not including any ecitations or appen-

dices.”; and

(1062876110)
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1 (10) in subsection (q)—

2 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking “Not
3 later than 60 days after the date of enactment
4 of this subsection, and every 4 years thereafter,
5 the Secretary shall” and inserting “Not less
6 than every 3 years, the Secretary shall”; and

7 (B) in paragraph (2)—

8 (1) in subparagraph (F) by striking
9 “and” at the end;
10 (1) by redesignating subparagraph
11 (G) as subparagraph (I); and
12 (iii) by inserting after subparagraph
13 (F") the following:
14 “(G) the Environmental Protection Agen-
15 cy; and”.

16 SEC. 1204. REPORTING PROGRAM.
17 Section 157(b) of title 23, United States Code, is

18 amended by adding at the end the following:

19 “(4) PuBrLic AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary

20 shall make any report issued pursuant to this sub-

21 section publicly available on the website of the De-

22 partment not later than 30 days after submission of

23 the report under paragraph (1).”.
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1 SEC. 1205. TERMINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW IM-
2 PLEMENTATION FUNDS PROGRAM.
3 Section 178 of title 23, United States Code, and the
4 item relating to such section in the analysis for chapter
5 1 of such title, are repealed.
6 SEC. 1206. STREAMLINING OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCU-
7 MENT PREPARATION.
8 (a) USE OF PLANNING INFORMATION.—Section 304a
9 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by adding at
10 the end the following:
11 “(d) USE OF PLANNING INFORMATION.—An oper-
12 ating administration of the Department of Transportation
13 that is the lead agency for the preparation of an environ-
14 mental impact statement may eliminate an alternative for
15 a project proposed in the environmental impact statement
16 from detailed consideration if—
17 “(1) the alternative was previously considered
18 n—
19 “(A) a metropolitan planning process by a
20 metropolitan planning organization;
21 “(B) an environmental review process car-
22 ried out under State law by a State or local
23 transportation agency; or
24 “(C) a State rail plan under chapter 227
25 that has been approved by the Secretary;
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

199

1 “(2) the lead agency provided guidance to the
2 applicable planning or review entity regarding anal-
3 ysis of alternatives in the applicable planning or re-
4 view process, including guidance on the requirements
5 of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
6 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and any other Federal law
7 necessary for approval of the project;

8 “(3) the applicable metropolitan planning proc-
9 ess or State environmental review process included
10 an opportunity for public review and comment that
11 is comparable to the applicable public review and
12 comment requirements of the National Environ-
13 mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);
14 “(4) the applicable planning or review entity
15 considered and, after considering public comments
16 cathered pursuant to paragraph (3), rejected the al-
17 ternative;

18 “(5) the Federal lead agency independently re-
19 viewed the alternative evaluation approved by the
20 applicable planning or review entity; and
21 “(6) the Federal lead agency determined—
22 “(A) in consultation with Federal partici-
23 pating or cooperating agencies, that the alter-
24 native to be eliminated from consideration is
25 not necessary for compliance with the National

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

200

1 Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.

2 4321 et seq.); or

3 “(B) with the concurrence of Federal agen-

4 cies with jurisdiction over a permit or approval

5 required for a project, that the alternative to be

6 eliminated from consideration is not necessary

7 for any permit or approval under any other

8 Federal law.”.

9 (b) PLANNING PrODUCT DEFINITION.—Section
10 168(a)(3) of title 23, United States Code, is amended to
I1 read as follows:

12 “(3) PLANNING PRODUCT.—The term ‘planning
13 product” means a decision, analysis, study, or other
14 documented information that is the result of an eval-
15 uation or decision-making process of—

16 “(A) a metropolitan planning process by a
17 metropolitan planning organization under sec-
18 tion 134;

19 “(B) a State transportation planning proc-
20 ess under section 135;

21 “(C) an environmental review process car-
22 ried out under State law by a State or local
23 transportation agencys;
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1 “(D) a State rail plan under chapter 227
2 of title 49 that has been approved by the Sec-
3 retary; or

4 “(E) any other transportation planning
5 process authorized by State law.”.

6 (¢) ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS.—Section 139(f)(4)(E)
7 of title 23, United States Code, is amended

8 (1) by striking clause (i)(II) and inserting the
9 following:

10 “(II) the evaluations of alter-
11 natives in a planning or review proc-
12 ess described in clause (i1)(I).”; and
13 (2) 1 clause (1)—

14 (A) by striking subclause (I) and inserting
15 the following:

16 “(I) the alternative was consid-
17 ered in—

18 “(aa) a metropolitan plan-
19 ning process by a metropolitan
20 planning organization;
21 “(bb) a State environmental
22 review process by a State or local
23 transportation agency; or
24 “(ec) a State rail plan under
25 chapter 227 of title 49 that has
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1 been approved by the Sec-
2 retary;’’;

3 (B) in subclause (II) by striking “metro-
4 politan planning organization or State or local
5 transportation agency, as applicable,” and in-
6 serting “applicable planning or review entity’’;

7 (C) in subeclause (IIT) by striking ‘“‘metro-
8 politan planning process or State environmental
9 review process’ and inserting ‘‘planning or re-
10 view process’’;

11 (D) in subclause (IV) by striking ‘“‘metro-
12 politan planning organization or State or local
13 transportation agency’” and inserting ‘‘planning
14 or review entity’’; and

15 (E) in subclause (V) by striking “metro-
16 politan planning organization or State or local
17 transportation agency’ and inserting ‘‘planning
18 or review entity’’.

19 SEC. 1207. STATE AND ELIGIBLE ENTITY ASSUMPTION OF
20 RESPONSIBILITY FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
21 SIONS.
22 Section 326 of title 23, United States Code, is

23 amended—

24

(1) in the section heading by inserting “and

25 eligible entities” after “State’’;
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1 (2) by striking “‘a State’” and inserting “an eli-
2 oible entity”” each place it appears (excluding sub-
3 section (¢)(2));

4 (3) by striking “States” and inserting “eligible
5 entities” each place it appears;

6 (4) by striking “‘the State” and inserting ‘“‘the
7 eligible entity’” each place it appears (excluding sub-
8 section (d)(1)(B)(ii1));

9 (5) 1 subsection (a)—

10 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking “pursuant
11 to regulations promulgated by the Council on
12 Environmental Quality under part 1500 of title
13 40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on
14 October 1, 2003)” and inserting ‘“‘pursuant to
15 the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
16 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.)’”;

17 (B) in paragraph (4) by inserting *, public¢
18 transportation, or rail’” after “highway”’; and

19 (C) by adding at the end the following:
20 “(5) QUALIFICATIONS.—For an eligible entity
21 that is not a State, the Secretary shall establish
22 qualifications relating to the demonstration of legal,
23 technical, and financial capabilities before permitting
24 such eligible entity to assume responsibility under
25 this subsection.”;
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(6) 1 subsection (¢)—
(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the paragraph heading by strik-
ing “STATES” and inserting “ELIGIBLE
ENTITIES”; and

(ii) by striking “Governor of a State”

“chief executive of an eligible

and inserting
entity’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)

(i) in subparagraph (A) by striking 3
yvears”” and inserting ‘5 years’’; and

(i) in subparagraph (C) by striking
“5 years” and inserting “10 years’;

(7) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B)(iii) by striking
“Governor of the State” and inserting “‘chief
executive of the eligible entity’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(1) in the paragraph heading by strik-
ing “STATE” and inserting “ELIGIBLE EN-
TITY”; and

(i1) by striking “90 days” and insert-

ing “180 days”;

(1062876110)
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1 (8) in subsection (e) in the subsection heading
2 by striking “STATE AGENCY” and inserting ‘“AGEN-
3 CY”; and

4 (9) by adding at the end the following:

5 “(2) RELATIONSHIP TO LOCALLY ADMINISTERED
6 PROJECTS.—An eligible entity geranted authority under
7 this section may, as appropriate and at the request of a

8 local government—

9 “(1) exercise such authority on behalf of the
10 local government for a locally administered project;
11 or

12 “(2) provide guidance and training on consoli-
13 dating and minimizing the documentation and enwvi-
14 ronmental analyses necessary for sponsors of a lo-
15 cally administered project to comply with the Na-
16 tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
17 4321 et seq.) and any comparable requirements
18 under State law.

19 “(h) ELIGiBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—In this section,

20 the term ‘eligible entity’ means—

21 “(1) a State; or
22 “(2) a direct recipient of funds under chapter
23 53 of title 49 that is located in an urbanized area
24 with a population of more than 200,000 individ-
25 uals.”.
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1 SEC. 1208. SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROJECT DELIV-

2 ERY PROGRAM.

3 Section 327 of title 23, United States Code, is
4 amended—

5 (1) 1 subsection (a)(2)—

6 (A) in subparagraph (A) by inserting “‘or
7 partially within, including projects that cross
8 State boundaries and projects that are adjacent
9 to international boundaries,” after ‘‘projects
10 within”’; and

11 (B) by adding at the end the following:

12 “(H) PROJECTS CROSSING STATE BOUND-
13 ARIES.—For any project crossing a State
14 boundary, a State assuming the responsibilities
15 of the Secretary under this section shall receive
16 concurrence from the impacted State or States
17 through which the project crosses.”;

18 (2) in subsection (b)(2) in the matter preceding
19 subparagraph (A)—
20 (A) by striking “Not later than 270 days
21 after the date on which amendments to this sec-
22 tion by the MAP-21 take effect, the” and in-
23 serting “The”’; and

24 (B) by striking “amend, as appropriate,”
25 and inserting “‘maintain and, as appropriate,
26 update’’;
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1 (3) 1 subsection (¢)—

2 (A) i paragraph (6) by striking “and’;

3 (B) in paragraph (7) by striking “10
4 yvears, have a term of 10 years.” and inserting
5 “5 years, have a term of 10 years; and”’; and
6 (C) by adding at the end the following:

7 “(8) include only requirements of the State de-
8 scribed in this section.”;

9 (4) in subsection (2)—

10 (A) in paragraph (1)(D) by striking “(in-
11 cluding public comment and responses to those
12 comments)”’; and

13 (B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
14 follows:

15 “(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—An audit con-
16 ducted under paragraph (1) shall be made publicly
17 available by the Secretary on the website of the De-
18 partment.”’;

19 (5) in subsection (i) by striking “Congress” and
20 inserting ‘“‘the Committee on Transportation and In-
21 frastructure of the House of Representatives and the
22 Committee on Environment and Public Works of the
23 Senate’’; and
24 (6) in subsection (j)(2) by striking “90 days”
25 and inserting “180 days’.
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1 SEC. 1209. PROGRAM FOR ELIMINATING DUPLICATION OF
2 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.

3 Section 330 of title 23, United States Code, is
4 amended—

5 (1) by striking subsection (k); and

6 (2) by redesignating subsection (1) as subsection
7 (k).

8 SEC. 1210. TRAINING AND EDUCATION; BEST PRACTICES.

9 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 504(a) of title 23, United
10 States Code, 1s amended—

11 (1) in paragraph (3)(A)(1)—

12 (A) by striking “asset management,” and
13 inserting “‘contracting, procurement, and asset
14 management,’’;

15 (B) by redesignating subclauses (I)
16 through (IV) as subclauses (IV) through (VII);
17 and

18 (C) by inserting after the matter preceding
19 subclause (IV) (as redesignated by this section)
20 the following:
21 “(I) contract management
22 throughout all stages of procurement;
23 “(IT) the need for specificity in
24 initial contract scoping and language
25 to reduce project uncertainty, the po-
26 tential for project scope changes after
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a contract has been awarded, and the
risk of cost overruns;

“(IIT) the importance of competi-
tion in contracting and how State
transportation departments or trans-
portation agencies should advertise
and conduct outreach to potential bid-
ders to increase the bidder pool for

projects;’”’;

(2) in paragraph (3)(A)(1)—

(A) in subclause (V) by striking “and” at

the end;

(B) in subclause (VI) by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

(1062876110)

“(VII) managing contracting offi-
cers and engineers and measuring the
performance of such contracting offi-
cers and engineers as such perform-
ance relates to the relative costs of
projects compared to projects of com-
parable scopes that are supervised by
other contracting officers and engi-

neers.”’; and
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| (3) in paragraph (3)(B) by striking “and fi-

2 nance.” and inserting ‘“‘finance, and such other

3 courses the Secretary determines appropriate.”.

4 (b) BEST PRACTICES.

5 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days

6 after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-

7 retary shall develop and transmit to each State

8 transportation department best practices on—

9 (A) improving specificity in initial contract
10 scoping and language to reduce project uncer-
11 tainty, the potential for project scope changes
12 after a contract has been awarded, and the risk
13 of cost overruns;

14 (B) increasing competition in projects
15 funded with Federal grants;

16 (C) improving contract advertisement and
17 conducting outreach to potential bidders to in-
18 crease the bidder pool for projects; and

19 (D) improving contracting officer and engi-
20 neer performance to ensure the greatest value
21 in contracting by a State department of trans-
22 portation.

23 (2) Prans.—Not later than 1 year after the
24 date of enactment of this Act, each State transpor-
25 tation department shall submit to the Secretary
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1 (A) a plan to incorporate the best practices
2 developed under paragraph (1) into State trans-
3 portation department procurement and manage-
4 ment processes; and

5 (B) other best practices of the State trans-
6 portation department that achieve the items
7 specified in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of
8 paragraph (1).

9 (3) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Secretary shall
10 periodically review and, if appropriate, revise the
11 best practices developed under paragraph (1) and
12 transmit such revisions to each State department of
13 transportation.

14 SEC. 1211. ACCELERATED DECISIONMAKING IN ENVIRON-

15

MENTAL REVIEWS.

16 Section 304a(e¢) of title 49, United States Code, is

17 amended—

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking “a draft environmental im-
pact statement, an environmental assessment,
or a final environmental impact statement” and
inserting “‘an environmental assessment or envi-
ronmental impact statement”’; and

(B) by striking “or final” and inserting

“or”’; and
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(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking “a draft environmental im-
pact statement, an environmental assessment,
or a final environmental impact statement” and
inserting “an environmental assessment or envi-
ronmental impact statement”’; and

(B) by striking “or final” and inserting

“or” in each place it appears.

SEC. 1212. ALIGNING FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.

10 Section 310 of title 49, United States Code, is

11 amended—

12 (1) in subsection (a)—

13 (A) by striking “Not later than 1 year
14 after the date of enactment of this section, the”
15 and inserting “The”; and

16 (B) by striking “develop” and inserting
17 “establish and periodically update’;

18 (2) in subsection (b) in the matter preceding
19 paragraph (1) by striking “developed” and inserting
20 “established”;

21 (3) 1 subsection (¢)(1)—

22 (A) by striking “Not later than 90 days
23 after the date of enactment of this section, the”
24 and inserting “The”; and
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| (B) by inserting “and continuously main-

2 tain’ after “‘jointly develop”;

3 (4) 1 subsection (d)—

4 (A) in paragraph (2)(B) by inserting “to

5 the maximum extent practicable” after ‘uti-

6 lizing”’; and

7 (B) in paragraph (4) by inserting ‘‘rel-

8 evant”” before “‘groups’;

9 (5) in subsection (e) by striking “Not later than
10 1 year after the date of enactment of this section,
11 the” and inserting “The”’; and
12 (6) in subsection (f)—

13 (A) by striking paragraph (2);

14 (B) in paragraph (1)—

15 (i) in subparagraph (A) by striking

16 “and” at the end;

17 (i) in subparagraph (B) by striking

18 the period at the end and inserting *;

19 and”; and

20 (i11) by adding at the end the fol-

21 lowing:

22 “(3) challenges in aligning Federal environ-

23 mental reviews under this section.”’;
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(C) by striking “REPORTS” and all that
follows through “Not later than” and inserting
“REPORTS.—Not later than’’; and
(D) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)

and (B) as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively.

SEC. 1213. FTA ALLOWANCE OF LAND ACQUISITION.
Section 5323(q) of title 49, United States Code, is

amended—

(1) in the subsection heading by inserting ;

LAND ACQUISITION” after “PRESERVATION”;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking the period at the end and
inserting “‘; and’’;

(B) by striking “may assist” and inserting
“may—

“(A) assist”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(B) pursuant to paragraph (3)(B), reim-
burse a recipient for the acquisition of real
property interests before completion of such en-
vironmental reviews without affecting subse-
quent approvals required for any project by the
State or any Federal agency.”;

(3) in paragraph (2)—

(1062876110)
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(A) by inserting “and real property inter-
ests”” before “acquired under”’; and
(B) by striking “anticipation of the
project” and inserting ‘‘anticipation of a
project”’; and
(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) RECIPIENT-FUNDED EARLY ACQUISITION

“(A) IN GENERAL.—A recipient may carry
out, at the expense of the recipient, acquisitions
of interests in real property for a project before
completion of the review process required for a
project under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) with-
out affecting subsequent approvals required for
a project by the State or any Federal agency.

“(B) ELIGIBILITY FOR  REIMBURSE-
MENT.—F'inancial assistance awarded pursuant
to this chapter may be used by a recipient to
participate in the payment of costs incurred by
the recipient for acquisition of real property in-
terests, acquired in advance of any Federal ap-
proval or authorization, if the real property in-

terests are subsequently incorporated into a

(1062876110)
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capital project eligible for financial assistance

pursuant to this chapter.”.

SEC. 1214. CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR PROJECTS OF

LIMITED FEDERAL ASSISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1317(1) of MAP-21 (23

U.S.C. 109 note) 1s amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A)
by striking “Regulations, and section 771.117(¢) of
title 23, Code of Federal Regulations” and inserting
“Regulations, and sections 771.116(¢), 771.117(¢),
and 771.118(e) of title 23, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or any successor regulations or policies relat-
ing to categorical exclusions)”;

(2) in  subparagraph (A) by striking
“$6,000,000” and inserting “$12,000,000’; and

(3) in  subparagraph (B) by striking
“$35,000,000” and inserting “$70,000,000".

(b) CODIFICATION.—Not later than 60 days after the

date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall issue

20 a final rule revising part 771 of title 23, Code of Federal

21 Regulations, to reflect the amendments made by sub-

22 section (a).

23 (¢) ADOPTION BY OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.

24 (1) LamrtaTioN.—Notwithstanding any other

25 provision of law, after the date of enactment of this
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Act, a categorical exclusion described in section
1317(1) of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 109 note) may be
used only by the Department.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to affect the adoption or
use of such categorical exclusion by any Federal
agency as 1t was in effect on the date before the date

of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 1215. PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1318 of MAP-21 (23

11 U.S.C. 109 note) is amended—

12 (1) in subsection (d)—
13 (A) in paragraph (2) by striking “Federal
14 Highway Administration” and inserting ‘““Sec-
15 retary’’; and
16 (B) by striking paragraph (3) and insert-
17 ing the following:
18 “(3) DETERMINATIONS.—An agreement de-
19 seribed in paragraph (2) may include determinations
20 by the Secretary of the types of projects categori-
21 cally excluded (consistent with the National Environ-
22 mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.))
23 in the State in addition to the types listed in appli-
24 cable regulations and orders.”; and
25 (2) 1 subsection (e)—
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1 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘“de-
2 scribed in section 771.117(¢)” and all that fol-
3 lows through “‘this subsection)” and inserting
4 “described in sections 771.116, 771.117, and
5 771118 of title 23, Code of Federal Regula-
6 tions”; and

7 (B) in paragraph (3) by striking “de-
8 scribed in section 771.117(¢)” and all that fol-
9 lows through ‘‘this subsection),” and inserting
10 “described in sections 771.116, 771.117, and
11 771.118 of title 23, Code of Federal Regula-
12 tions,”’.

13 (b) REVISION OF TEMPLATES.—Not later than 90
14 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-

[S—
()}

retary, in consultation with the heads of State transpor-

16 tation departments and any other entities determined ap-

17 propriate by the Secretary, shall—

18 (1) review the template programmatic agree-

19 ment developed under section 1318(e) of MAP-21

20 (23 U.S.C. 109 note) and identify each type of

21 project that—

22 (A) may be subject to a programmatic

23 agreement authorized under section 1318(d)(1)

24 of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 109 note);
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1 (B) 1s not included in the template as part
2 of a determination of the Secretary under sec-

3 tion 1318(d)(3) of MAP-21 (23 U.S.C. 109
4 note); and

5 (C) 1s categorically excluded from the prep-

6 aration of an environmental assessment or envi-

7 ronmental impact statement under the National

8 Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.

9 4321 et seq.); and

10 (2) revise the template programmatic agree-
11 ment to include each type of project identified under
12 paragraph (1) that the Secretary determines appro-
13 priate to increase flexibility for States that enter
14 into a programmatic agreement to carry out environ-
15 mental and other required project reviews.

16 SEC. 1216. STREAMLINING TRIBAL CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
17 SIONS.

18 Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment
19 of this Act, the Secretary shall seek to develop a set of
20 shared procedures with the head of a relevant Kederal
21 agency to allow, to the maximum extent practicable, spon-
22 sors of projects eligible for assistance under section 202
23 of title 23, United States Code, to submit 1 document to
24 demonstrate that the conditions for any categorical exclu-
25 sion under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
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(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), that has been adopted by the

Secretary, or such head, are satisfied.
SEC. 1217. STREAMLINING SMALL SAFETY PROJECTS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall publish, and amend as ap-
propriate, a uniform checklist to help project sponsors de-
termine whether certain safety projects qualify for a cat-
ecorical exclusion under paragraph (3) or (23) of section
771.117(c) of title 23, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 1218. UPDATES TO CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS FOR
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.

(a) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS FOR PUBLIC TRANS-
PORTATION PROJECTS.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall take
such action as may be necessary to—

(1) establish such categorical exclusions as the
Secretary determines to be relevant and appropriate
for use by the Federal Transit Administration with
respect to public transportation projects after re-
viewing categorical exclusions—

(A) adopted by agencies within the Depart-
ment; and

(B) identified in the most recently con-
ducted process pursuant to section 139(q) of

title 23, United States Code;
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(2) clarify the application of categorical exclu-
sions under section 771.118 of title 23, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or any successor regulations), that
are explicitly applicable to the assembly, construc-
tion, repair, or replacement of transit shelters (or
other transit-related shelters) located predominantly
within an existing right-of-way; and
(3) minimize, to the greatest extent allowable
by law, the requirements for a recipient of assistance
under chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code, to
complete documentation or studies for use by the
Secretary in determining if a project for which such
assistance 1s awarded 1s subject to—
(A) a categorical exclusion established
under paragraph (1);
(B) a categorical exclusion described in
paragraph (2); or
(C) the requirements of section 306108 of
title 54, United States Code.

(b) GUIDANCE REGARDING NATIONAL HISTORIC

PRESERVATION AcT REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary, tak-
ing into consideration the notice of approval issued by the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation titled “Pro-

oram Comment on Certain Housing, Building, and Trans-

9:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N B W =

[\ TN NG I N TR NG I NS R NS R N e T e e T e T e T T
[ B NG O N N = = N Re - BN B o) W ) B ~S O I NO R e

222
portation Undertakings”, published on April 2, 2025, (90
Fed. Reg. 14526), shall issue guidance for recipients of
assistance described in subsection (a)(3) with respect to
the processes and procedures such recipients may experi-
ence in attaining, if applicable, review pursuant to section
306108 of title 54, United States Code.

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall brief the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate on the actions
undertaken by the Secretary to carry out this section.

(d) TRANSIT SHELTER DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “‘transit shelter” means a canopy structure or
other structure open to the elements on at least 1 side
and provides partial weather protection for users of public
transportation.

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous
SEC. 1301. TRANSPORTATION RULEMAKING COMMITTEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 102 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(k)  TRANSPORTATION RULEMAKING COMMIT-

TEES.—Chapter 10 of title 5 shall not apply to such trans-

portation rulemaking committees as the Secretary or the
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I head of a modal administration of the Department shall

2 designate.”.

3 (b) ADOPTION OF EXISTING PROCEDURES.
4 (1) IN GENERAL.—In issuing guidance for the
5 processes and procedures relating to transportation
6 rulemaking committees enabled by the amendment
7 under subsection (a), the Secretary shall, to the
8 maximum extent practicable, adopt the same proc-
9 esses and procedures applicable to aviation rule-
10 making committees (as such term is referenced in
11 section 106(p)(5)(B) of title 49, United States
12 Code) as such processes and procedures are pre-
13 seribed in the document entitled “The Federal Avia-
14 tion Administration Rulemaking and Federal Advi-
15 sory Committee Manual”, approved June 6, 2024.
16 (2) CLARIFICATION.—In issuing guidance under
17 paragraph (1), the Secretary shall clarify that—
18 (A) a transportation rulemaking committee
19 may have more than 1 Industry Co-Chair; and
20 (B) an individual representing any relevant
21 non-Federal stakeholder (including an indi-
22 vidual representing the interests of State or
23 local governments or public interest organiza-
24 tions) may not be precluded from serving as an
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 Industry Co-Chair of a transportation rule-
2 making committee.

3 (¢) REQUIREMENTS.

4 (1) TRANSPARENCY.—The Secretary shall make
5 all reports and recommendations of a transportation
6 rulemaking committee required to be established
7 under this Act publicly available prior to initiating
8 an applicable rulemaking, if applicable.

9 (2) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary shall ensure
10 that any rulemaking that results from any regu-
11 latory recommendation of a transportation rule-
12 making committee required to be established under
13 this Act i1s promulgated by a Notice of Proposed
14 Rulemaking.

15 (d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The amendment
16 made by subsection (a) may not be construed to restrict
17 the authority of the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
18 Administration under section 106(p)(5) of title 49, United
19 States Code, as such authority existed on the day before
20 the date of enactment of this Act.
21 SEC. 1302. VEHICLE WEIGHT LIMITS.
22 (a) COVERED HEAVY-DUTY TOW AND RECOVERY VE-
23 HICLES.—Section 127(m) of title 23, United States Code,
24 is amended—
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| (1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the
2 following:
3 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The vehicle weight limita-
4 tions set forth in this section do not apply to a cov-
5 ered heavy-duty tow and recovery vehicle operating
6 in a State under a permit—
7 “(A) issued by such State in accordance
8 with State law; and
9 “(B) that includes routing or similar infor-
10 mation to ensure safe operation of such vehicle
11 on highway bridges and tunnels.”’; and
12 (2) in paragraph (2)(B)—
13 (A) by striking “a gross vehicle weight”
14 and inserting “‘a gross combined weight rat-
15 ing”’; and
16 (B) by inserting ‘“‘rating” after “‘the gross
17 vehicle weight”.
18 (b) OPERATION OF CERTAIN SPECIALIZED VEHICLES
19 ON CERTAIN IHIGHWAYS IN THE STATE OF ARKANSAS.—
20 Section 127(p) of title 23, United States Code, is amended
21 by inserting “‘and United States Highway 67 between the
22 exits for county road 315 and highway 224" before ‘“‘in
23 the State of Arkansas”.
24 (¢) EMERGENCY VEHICLES.—Section 127(r) of title
25 23, United States Code, is amended—
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| (1) i paragraph (1), in the matter preceding
2 subparagraph (A), by striking “‘a State” and all that
3 follows through “less than” and inserting “‘a State
4 shall issue a permit for the operation of an emer-
5 eency vehicle with a vehicle weight up to 86,000
6 pounds and a maximum of”’;

7 (2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
8 oraph (3); and

9 (3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
10 lowing:

11 “(2) PERMITTING REQUIREMENT.—Any permit
12 1ssued pursuant to this subsection shall be issued in
13 accordance with State law and shall include routing
14 or similar information to ensure safe operation of an
15 emergency vehicle on highway bridges.”.

16 (d) HYDROGEN VEHICLES.—Section 127(s) of title
17 23, United States Code, is amended—

18 (1) in the subsection heading by striking “GAS
19 AND ELECTRIC BATTERY VEHICLES” and inserting
20 “GAs, ELECTRIC BATTERY, AND HYDROGEN VEII-
21 CLES";
22 (2) by striking “gas or” and inserting “gas,”’;
23 and
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(3) by inserting ‘“fueled primarily by hydrogen,
or fueled or powered by a combination thereof,” be-
fore “may exceed”.

(e) DrRY BUuLK AXLE WEIGHT VARIANCE.—Section

127 of title 23, United States Code, is further amended

by adding at the end the following:

“(z) DRY BULK AXLE WEIGHT VARIANCE.—

“(1) WEIGHT VARIANCE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, except for the max-
imum gross vehicle weight limitation, a commercial
motor vehicle transporting dry bulk goods may not
exceed 110 percent of the maximum weight on any
axle or axle group described in subsection (a), in-
cluding any enforcement tolerance.

“(2) DRY BULK GOODS DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘dry bulk goods’ means any homo-
geneous unmarked, unpackaged, non-liquid cargo
being transported in a trailer specifically designed
for that purpose.”.

(f) OPERATION OF CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL VEHI-

21 CLES IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA.—Section 127 of title

22 23, United States Code, is further amended by adding at

23 the end the following:

24

“(aa) OPERATION OF CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL VE-

25 HICLES IN THE STATE OF LLOUISIANA.—
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1 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The State of Louisiana
2 may allow, by special permit, the operation of a cov-
3 ered agricultural vehicle on the Interstate System in
4 the State of Liouisiana if such vehicle—
5 “(A) does not exceed a gross vehicle weight
6 of 88,000 pounds;
7 “(B) does not exceed 110 percent of the
8 maximum weight on any axle or axle eroup de-
9 seribed in subsection (a)(2), including any en-
10 forcement tolerance; and
11 “(C) has no fewer than 5 axles.
12 “(2) COVERED AGRICULTURAL VEHICLE DE-
13 FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘covered agri-
14 cultural vehicle’ means a vehicle that is transporting
15 unprocessed agricultural crops used for food, feed or
16 fiber, or raw or unfinished forest products, including
17 logs, pulpwood, biomass, or woodchips.”.
18 () OPERATION OF CERTAIN LOGGING VEHICLES IN
19 THE STATE OF ARKANSAS.—Section 127 of title 23,
20 United States Code, is further amended by adding at the
21 end the following:
22 “(bb) OPERATION OF CERTAIN LOGGING VEHICLES
23 IN THE STATE OF ARKANSAS.
24 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The State of Arkansas may
25 allow, by special permit, the operation of a covered
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logeing vehicle on the Interstate System in the State
of Arkansas if such vehicle—
“(A) does not exceed a gross vehicle weight
of 85,000 pounds;
“(B) has no fewer than 5 axles; and
“(C) travels a maximum distance of 20
miles on the Interstate System from origin to a
storage or processing facility.
“(2) COVERED LOGGING VEHICLE DEFINED.—
In this subsection, the term ‘covered logging vehicle’
means a vehicle that is transporting raw or unfin-
ished forest products, including logs, pulpwood, bio-
mass, or wood chips.”.

(h) OPERATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES IN THE

STATE OF IowaA.—Section 127 of title 23, United States

16 Code, is further amended by adding at the end the fol-

17 lowing:

18

“(ece) OPERATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES IN THE

19 STATE OF lowA.—

20 “(1) INTERSTATE DESIGNATION.—If any seg-

21 ment of Towa State Route 5 in Iowa from the inter-

22 change with Interstate Route 35 to the interchange

23 with United States Route 65, or United States

24 Route 65 in Iowa from the interchange with Iowa

25 State Route 5 and United States Route 69 to the
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interchange with Interstate Route 80, is designated
as a route on the Interstate System, a vehicle that
could operate legally on such segment before the
date of such designation may continue to operate on
such segment, without regard to any requirement
under this section.

The State of Iowa

“(2) SPECIAL PERMITS.
may allow, by special permit, the operation of vehi-
cles with a gross vehicle weight of up to 108,000
pounds for the hauling of divisible loads on a seg-
ment of Interstate Route 380 in the State of Iowa
from the west interchange with United States Route
20 and United States Route 218 to the east inter-

change with United States Route 20.”.

SEC. 1303. DESIGNATION OF HIGH PRIORITY CORRIDORS

ON NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM.

(a) DESIGNATION AS HIGH PRIORITY CORRIDOR.—

18 Section 1105(¢) of the Intermodal Surface Transportation

19 Efficiency Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-240) is amended

20 by adding at the end the following:

21 “(103) United States Route 74 from I-26 in

22 the vicinity of Columbus, North Carolina to [-85 in

23 the vicinity of Kings Mountain, North Carolina.
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1 “(104) Umnited States Route 421 from

Wilkesboro, North Carolina, to Winston-Salem,
North Carolina.”.
(b) DESIGNATION AS FUTURE INTERSTATE.—Sec-

tion 1105(e)(5) of the Intermodal Surface Transportation

ed—

2

3

4

5

6 Efficiency Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-240) is amend-
7

8 (1) in subparagraph (A) by striking “and sub-
9

section (¢)(102)” and inserting ‘“‘subsection (¢)(102),

10 subsection (¢)(103), and subsection (¢)(104)”; and

11 (2) In subparagraph (C)(1) by adding at the end
12 the following: “The route referred to in subsection
13 (¢)(104) is designated as Interstate Route I-777.".

14 SEC. 1304. SAFETY COORDINATORS; DETERMINATION OF
15 REASONABLE COST.
16 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 217 of title 23, United

17 States Code, 1s amended—

18 (1) 1 subsection (d)—
19 (A) in the subsection heading by inserting
20 “SAFETY” before “COORDINATORS”; and
21 (B) by striking “the increased use” and all
22 that follows through “‘transportation, including”
23 and inserting ‘‘nonmotorized transportation
24 safety, including by’’; and
25 (2) 1 subsection (e)—
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1 (A) by striking “can be provided” and in-
2 serting “‘was not included in the original project
3 scope and can be provided”’; and
4 (B) by striking “then such bridge shall”
5 and inserting “‘then the Secretary may require
6 such bridge”.
7 (b) REPEAL.—Section 11529 of the Infrastructure
8 Investment and Jobs Act (23 U.S.C. 217 note), and the
9 item relating to such provision in the table of contents
10 under section 1(b) of such Act, are repealed.
11 SEC. 1305. UPDATES TO MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC
12 CONTROL DEVICES.
13 In updating the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
14 Devices under section 109(d)(2) of title 23, United States
15 Code, for the first time after the date of enactment of this
16 Act, the Secretary shall include updates necessary to—
17 (1) establish a standard for the minimum level
18 of required retroreflectivity of traffic control devices
19 and pavement markings, ensuring the standard re-
20 quires that traffic control devices and pavement
21 markings meet the minimum level of required
22 retroreflectivity in wet conditions; and
23 (2) standardize bordered and lag contrast pave-
24 ment markings on light-colored pavements and
25 bridges.
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SEC. 1306. DESIGN STANDARDS.

[E—

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the
Federal Highway Administration shall develop a list of
categorical design exceptions from standards developed
under section 109(e) of title 23, United States Code, for
categories of multimodal projects and features on Federal-

aid highways.

O o0 9 N W B~ W

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The list developed under sub-

[S—
)

section (a) shall include categories of multimodal projects

[E—
[E—

and features that—

[a—
(\9]

(1) are recommended by the Federal Highway

[S—
(V)

Administration, including Proven Safety Counter-

[E—
A

measures;

[a—
W

(2) mmprove safety for vulnerable road users;

[S—
(@)}

and

[S—
3

(3) are currently subject to the design exception
18 process.

19 SEC. 1307. MODERNIZING ROADSIDE SAFETY HARDWARE
20 DEVICES AND ADMINISTRATION POLICIES.

21 (a) MODERNIZING ROADSIDE SAFETY HARDWARE

22 POLICIES.

23 (1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not issue

24 a Federal-aid reimbursement eligibility letter under

25 the Federal-aid highway program to a person or en-

26 tity for a new roadside safety hardware device that
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1 does not meet the applicable crash test criteria set
2 forth in the most recent version of the manual of the
3 American Association of State Highway and Trans-
4 portation Officials titled ‘“Manual for Assessing
5 Safety Hardware, Second Edition” (referred to in
6 this section as “MASI") or any successor industry
7 standard.

8 (2) TERMINATION OF PROHIBITION.—Para-
9 oraph (1) shall cease to apply on the date that the
10 final rule associated with the rulemaking described
11 in subsection (b)(5)(B) 1s effective.

12 (3) SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS.—In addition
13 to materials specified by the Secretary, beginning on
14 the date of enactment of this Act, a requestor for a
15 letter described in paragraph (1) shall certify, in a
16 manner satisfactory to the Secretary, that all instal-
17 lation manuals or instructions relating to a roadside
18 safety hardware device are up-to-date and publicly
19 available and utilize plain writing (as such term is
20 defined in section 3 of the Plain Writing Act of
21 2010 (5 U.S.C. 301 note)) for use by individuals in
22 States and territories.
23 (b) TRANSPORTATION RULEMAKING COMMITTEE.—
24 (1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
25 after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
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retary shall establish a transportation rulemaking
committee, pursuant to section 102(k) of title 49,
United States Code, to review and develop findings
and recommendations to increase the safety and per-

formance of roadside safety hardware devices.

(2) MEMBERsHIP.—The transportation rule-

making committee convened under paragraph (1)
shall consist of members appointed by the Secretary,

including—

(A) representatives of an association rep-
resenting State highway officials;

(B) representatives of the traffic safety in-
dustry, including manufacturers of roadside
safety hardware devices and roadside safety
hardware technologies;

(C) representatives from up to 4 State
highway safety offices from different geographic
regions;

(D) representatives of roadway safety ad-
vocacy organizations;

(E) representatives of relevant research or-
canizations or academia;

(F') representatives of labor organizations

representing roadway construction workers;

(1062876110)
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(G) representatives of transportation con-
struction associations; and
(H) other representatives, as determined

appropriate by the Secretary.

(3) JONSIDERATIONS.—The  transportation

rulemaking committee convened under paragraph

(1) shall consider, at a minimum, the following:

(A) The extent to which roadside safety
hardware devices on the National Highway Sys-
tem utilize MASIH crash test standards, includ-
ing such devices procured and installed with
Federal and non-Federal funds.

(B) The extent to which plain writing (as
such term is defined in section 3 of the Plain
Writing Act of 2010 (5 U.S.C. 301 note)) is
utilized in installation manuals or instructions
associated with a roadside safety hardware de-
vice for use by individuals responsible for in-
stalling such devices.

(C) Potential changes to administrative
ouidance documents and policies as such
changes relate to roadside safety hardware de-
vices to improve Kederal agency oversight of
such devices and communication with State de-

partments of transportation, including exam-

(1062876110)
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ining how data is collected following in service
performance evaluations.

(D) Whether the Federal Highway Admin-
istration should require third-party verification
of laboratory testing of roadside safety hard-
ware devices to determine crashworthiness.

(E) Whether the most up-to-date MASH
crash test standards for roadside safety hard-
ware devices effectively mitigate roadway vehicle
departure for a modern vehicle fleet and road-
way conditions and ensure vehicle occupant pro-
tection in the event of a crash.

(4) RANDOM SAMPLING.—In carrying out sub-

paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (3), the rule-
making committee may evaluate a random sampling
of roadside safety hardware devices, including such
devices procured and installed with Federal and non-

Federal funds, from across all regions.

(5) REPORT AND REGULATIONS.—

(A) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the transportation rulemaking committee under
paragraph (1) convenes, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the IHouse of Representatives

and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and

(1062876110)
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Transportation of the Senate a report based on
the findings of the transportation rulemaking
committee.

(B) RULEMAKING REQUIRED.—Not later
than 1 year after the Secretary submits the re-
port under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall issue an advanced notice of proposed rule-
making establishing regulations to require the
installation of roadside safety hardware devices
on the National Highway System that are com-
pliant with the most up-to-date crashworthiness
standards, among other requirements.

(C) CONTENTS OF RULEMAKING.—In
issuing the notice of proposed rulemaking re-
quired under subparagraph (B), the Sec-
retary—

(1) shall require, at a minimum—

(I) roadside safety hardware de-
vices to be compliant with the most
up-to-date crashworthiness standards,
as determined by the Secretary;

(IT) the adoption of laboratory
testing of roadside safety hardware
devices to determine crashworthiness

and safety performance;

(1062876110)
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(IIT) the adoption of in-service
maintenance standards for such de-
vices; and

(IV) the adoption of a standard-
ized means of collection of perform-
ance data resulting from in-service
performance evaluations of such de-
vices; and
(i) may incorporate by reference 1 or

more requirement under clause (1).

(¢) EunrgiBinity LETTERS.—The Secretary, upon

issuance of the final rule associated with the rulemaking
described in subsection (b)(5)(B), may not issue a Fed-
eral-aid reimbursement eligibility letter under the Federal-
ald highway program to a person or entity for a roadside
safety hardware device.

(d) ROADSIDE SAFETY HARDWARE DEVICE DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term “‘roadside safety hard-
ware device” means a device that reduces the con-
sequences of a vehicle departure from the roadway by con-
taining, redirecting, or decelerating such vehicle to a safe
stop, including guardrails, cable barriers, bridge barriers,

crash cushions, support structures, and work zone devices.
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SEC. 1308. AUDIT OF FHWA OVERSIGHT OF ROADSIDE

SAFETY HARDWARE DEVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.

Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the inspector general of the
Department shall initiate an audit of the Federal Highway
Administration’s oversight of roadside safety hardware de-
vices, including crash testing of such devices, oversight of
in-service performance evaluations of such devices con-
ducted by State departments of transportation, and other
oversight related activities carried out by the agency in
relation to such devices.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the audit deseribed in
subsection (a), the inspector general shall, at a min-
Imum—

(1) assess the Federal Iighway Administra-
tion’s oversight of—

(A) the standards and design specifications
of a State or territory for roadside safety hard-
ware devices, including the written policies of
the State or territory relating to the installation
of crash-tested roadside hardware safety de-
vices, if applicable;

(B) the roadside safety hardware device
crash-testing and safety performance process,

including how such devices perform in actual
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conditions through in-service performance eval-
uations; and

(C) the progress of a State or territory in
transitioning to roadside safety hardware de-
vices that comply with crash testing standards
set forth in the most recent version of the man-
ual of the American Association of State High-
way and Transportation Officials titled “Man-
ual for Assessing Safety Hardware, Second Edi-
tion”; and

(2) make recommendations, if applicable, for

additional actions the Federal Highway Administra-

tion shall take to improve oversight processes relat-

ing to roadside safety hardware devices.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of initiation of the audit described in subsection (a), the
inspector general shall submit to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate a report on the results of such audit,
including findings and recommendations to improve the

oversight of roadside hardware safety devices.

(1062876110)
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1 SEC. 1309. INTERAGENCY BRIDGE STRIKE WORKING
2 GROUP.

3 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
4 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall establish
5 an interagency bridge strike working group—

6 (1) to coordinate between the Department and
7 other agencies;

8 (2) to provide guidance and assistance to bridge
9 owners on evaluating and reducing the risk of bridge
10 collapse from a vessel collision; and
11 (3) to provide guidance to bridge owners on mo-
12 torist warning systems.
13 (b) MEMBERSHIP.—The interagency working group

14 established under subsection (a) shall consist of represent-

15 atives from—

16 (1) the Federal Highway Administration;

17 (2) the Coast Guard;

18 (3) the Army Corps of Engineers; and

19 (4) any other entities determined appropriate
20 by the Secretary.

21 (¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date

22 of enactment of this Act, the interagency working eroup
23 established under subsection (a) shall submit to the Com-
24 mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
25 of Representatives and the Committee on Environment

26 and Public Works and the Committee on Commerce,
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1 Science, and Transportation of the Senate a report that

2 includes—

3 (1) an analysis of current bridge vulnerabilities

4 that risk leading to a bridge collapse from a vessel

5 collision;

6 (2) recommendations for bridge owners to

7 evaluate and reduce the risk of bridge collapse from

8 a vessel collision;

9 (3) recommendations on any policy changes
10 necessary to prevent the risk of bridge collapses due
11 to vessel strikes; and
12 (4) any other information the working group
13 determines appropriate.

14 (d) TERMINATION OF WORKING GROUP.—The inter-
15 agency working group established under subsection (a)
16 shall terminate on the date that is 3 months after the date
17 of submission of the report required under subsection (¢).
18 SEC. 1310. BRIDGE CLEARANCE BEST PRACTICES.

19 (a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish
20 a bridge clearance strike working eroup to make rec-
21 ommendations on ways to improve public-private data
22 sharing regarding bridge clearance height and the routing
23 of commercial motor vehicles and rental vehicles.

24 (b) MEMBERsHIP.—The working eroup established
25 under subsection (a) shall include representatives from—
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| (1) the Federal Highway Administration;

2 (2) the Federal Railroad Administration;

3 (3) the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
4 tration;

5 (4) State departments of transportation;

6 (5) trucking organizations;

7 (6) producers of GPS navigation systems;

8 (7) law enforcement agencies;

9 (8) companies that rent or lease rental vehicles
10 directly to consumers; and

11 (9) Class I, II, and III railroad carriers.

12 (¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date
13 of the establishment of the interagency working group
14 under subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to the
15 Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
16 House of Representatives and the Committee on Environ-
17 ment and Public Works and the Committee on Commerce,
18 Science, and Transportation of the Senate a report that
19 includes
20 (1) recommendations to—
21 (A) improve the availability of information
22 and route signs specific to commercial motor
23 vehicles or rental vehicles on GPS navigation
24 systems;
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1 (B) mmprove driver knowledge and aware-
2 ness about bridge clearance strikes;
3 (C) encourage companies that rent out
4 rental vehicles to clearly label such vehicles with
5 height and weight restriction information; and
6 (D) include ways for companies that rent
7 or lease vehicles to provide notice to individuals
8 who rent or lease such a vehicle, whether orally
9 or written, of vehicle height and warn such indi-
10 viduals to look out for road signs about vehicle
11 height; and
12 (2) any other recommendations by the working
13 eroup to address bridge clearance strikes.
14 SEC. 1311. U.S. CONGRESSMAN AND PRISONER OF WAR SAM
15 JOHNSON MEMORIAL HIGHWAY.
16 (a) DESIGNATION.—The portion of United States
17 Highway 75 between President George Bush Turnpike
18 and United States Highway 380 previously designated as
19 “Sam Johnson Highway’ shall, after the date of enact-
20 ment of this Act, be known and redesignated as the “U.S.
21 Congressman and Prisoner of War Sam Johnson Memo-
22 rial Highway .
23 (b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law, regula-
24 tion, map, document, paper, or other record of the United
25 States to the portion of hichway referred to in subsection
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(a) shall be considered to be a reference to the U.S. Con-
eressman and Prisoner of War Sam Johnson Memorial
Highway.

SEC. 1312. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CONTRACTING.

The Secretary may provide technical assistance to,
and develop guidance and best practices for, State depart-
ments of transportation regarding the use of the lump sum
payment method in the procurement and administration
of engineering and design services for transportation
projects funded using Federal grants, including the poten-
tial benefits and risks associated with such payment meth-
od.

SEC. 1313. PREVENTING ANTICOMPETITIVE BIDDING PRAC-
TICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall issue
ouidance to State departments of transportation on
proactively preventing anticompetitive bidding practices on
Federal-aid highway projects.

(b) CONTENTS.

In issuing guidance under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) advise States on how to conduct frequent,

regular, and systematic reviews and audits of pro-

curements made over multiple years using specific
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1 statistics to identify anticompetitive bidding pat-
2 terns; and

3 (2) encourage, to the maximum extent prac-
4 ticable, reduced reliance on historical data when de-
5 veloping engineer’s estimates.

6 (¢) TRANSPORTATION RULEMAKING COMMITTEE.—
7 (1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
8 after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
9 retary shall establish a transportation rulemaking
10 committee to provide recommendations to revise
11 Federal regulations to prevent and protect against
12 anticompetitive practices in bidding on Kederal-aid
13 highway projects.

14 (2) MEMBERSHIP.—The transportation rule-
15 making committee convened under paragraph (1)
16 shall consist of members appointed by the Secretary,
17 including representatives of—

18 (A) State departments of transportation;
19 (B) engineering associations;
20 (C) transportation construction associa-
21 tions;

22 (D) construction materials associations;

23 (E) labor organizations representing trans-
24 portation workers;
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| (F') technology associations providing con-
2 struction management software;

3 (G) an association representing businesses
4 that participate in the program described in
5 section 1101 (e); and

6 (H) other stakeholders the Secretary deter-
7 mines appropriate.

8 (3) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after
9 the date on which the transportation rulemaking
10 committee 1s established under paragraph (1), the
11 transportation rulemaking committee shall submit to
12 the Secretary a report detailing the findings and rec-
13 ommendations developed under paragraph (1) on
14 how to revise the regulations wunder sections
15 635.111, 635.112(f), 635.113, 635.114, and
16 635.115 of title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, or
17 other related regulations, considering the following:
18 (A) Methods to reduce or eliminate reli-
19 ance on historical data as the sole basis of engi-
20 neer’s estimates when developing such esti-
21 mates.
22 (B) Best practices for States to routinely
23 review and audit procurements to identify anti-
24 competitive bidding patterns.
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1 (C) Techniques for States to address po-

2 tential instances of anticompetitive bidding on

3 Federal-aid highway projects.

4 (D) Costs associated with potential anti-

5 competitive bidding patterns.

6 (4) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 9

7 months after the date on which the transportation

8 rulemaking committee submits the report under

9 paragraph (3), the Secretary shall submit to the

10 Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of

11 the House of Representatives and the Committee on

12 Environment and Public Works of the Senate—

13 (A) a summary of the findings and rec-

14 ommendations described in such report; and

15 (B) for each such recommendation—

16 (i) the Secretary intends to imple-

17 ment, a description for the implementation

18 plan of the Secretary and a timeline for

19 implementation; and

20 (i1) the Secretary does not plan to im-

21 plement, an explanation as to why the Sec-

22 retary does not intend to implement such

23 recommendation.

24 (5) NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING.—The

25 Secretary shall issue a notice of proposed rule-
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| making for any regulatory changes recommended by
2 the transportation rulemaking committee that the
3 Secretary intends to implement.

4 SEC. 1314. STUDY ON EFFECTIVENESS OF DISCRETIONARY
5 GRANT PROGRAMS.

6 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months after the
7 date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
8 shall initiate a study on the effectiveness of highway-re-
9 lated discretionary grant programs administered by the
10 Department.

11 (b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the study re-
12 quired under subsection (a), the Comptroller General shall
13 review—

14 (1) the ecriteria used by the Department to
15 evaluate and select projects for funding, imcluding—
16 (A) the alignment of funding decisions
17 with statutory program objectives; and

18 (B) the transparency and consistency of
19 the application review and award process;
20 (2) trends in funding allocation across project
21 types, geographic regions, and jurisdictions, includ-
22 ing a comparison of various Department funding
23 sources;
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(3) the average timeline from application sub-
mission to award notification and obligation of
funds, including—

(A) the prevalence and source of cost over-
runs, schedule delays, and project scope
changes or cancellations, and the contributing
factors; and

(B) effective practices that led to success-
ful project completion within budget and on
schedule;

(4) the outcome of projects completed using dis-
cretionary funding compared to formula funding;
and

(5) the frequency with which grant recipients at
the local government level attempted to seek funding
for a project with alternative funding sources, in-
cluding Federal formula funds, before receiving a
orant.

(¢) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study re-

quired under subsection (a), the Comptroller General shall

consult with relevant stakeholders, including—

22 (1) State departments of transportation;

23 (2) transit agencies;

24 (3) metropolitan planning organizations;
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| (4) local governments, including at least 1 rep-
2 resentative each from a city, town, and county;
3 (5) Tribal governments;
4 (6) a representative from a labor organization
5 representing transportation construction workers;
6 (7) representatives of the construction industry,
7 including  representatives with — experience con-
8 structing highway infrastructure systems and public
9 transportation infrastructure systems;
10 (8) representatives from the design and engi-
11 neering industry; and
12 (9) relevant Federal agencies and any other
13 stakeholders the Comptroller General determines to
14 be appropriate.
15 (d) REPORT.—
16 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
17 the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
18 General shall submit to the Committee on Transpor-
19 tation and Infrastructure of the House of Represent-
20 atives and the Committee on Environment and Pub-
21 lic Works of the Senate a report on the results of
22 the study conducted under subsection (a).
23 (2)  RECOMMENDATIONS.—The  Comptroller
24 General shall include in the report submitted under
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| paragraph (1) recommendations associated with the
2 results of the study, including recommendations to—
3 (A) enhance project selection criteria to
4 achieve grant program objectives;
5 (B) minimize cost overruns and delays in
6 project delivery;
7 (C) better align discretionary grant pro-
8 oram criteria with statutory program require-
9 ments and objectives; and
10 (D) improve the efficiency and administra-
11 tion of the diseretionary grant programs of the
12 Department.
13 SEC. 1315. STUDY ON EFFECTIVENESS OF FORMULA GRANT
14 PROGRAMS.
15 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
16 date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General
17 shall initiate a study on the effectiveness of highway for-
18 mula grant programs administered by State departments
19 of transportation.
20 (b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the study re-
21 quired under subsection (a), the Comptroller General shall
22 review—
23 (1) the ecriteria used by State departments of
24 transportation to evaluate and select projects to re-
25 ceive highway formula funding, including—
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| (A) the alignment of funding decisions
2 with the national goals under section 150(b) of
3 title 23, United States Code; and
4 (B) procedures used by different State de-
5 partments of transportation to provide formula
6 orants to regional or local governments within
7 the State, when appropriate; and
8 (2) the extent to which highway formula fund-
9 ing increases have or have not led to the attainment
10 of the goals under section 150(b) of title 23, United
11 States Code.
12 (¢) REPORT.—
13 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
14 the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
15 General shall submit to the Committee on Transpor-
16 tation and Infrastructure of the House of Represent-
17 atives and the Committee on Environment and Pub-
18 lic Works of the Senate a report on the results of
19 the study conducted under subsection (a).
20 (2)  RECOMMENDATIONS.—The  Comptroller
21 General shall include in the report submitted under
22 paragraph (1) recommendations associated with the
23 results of the study.
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SYSTEMS.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall seek to enter
into an agreement with the Transportation Research
Board of the National Academy of Science to conduct a
comprehensive study to review the necessity of, interaction
of, and coordination between various Kederal Highway
Administration recognized highway networks and systems,

including—

1) the National Highway System;
2) the Interstate System;
3) the strategic highway network;
4) the National Network;

5) the National Highway Freight Network;

(

(

(

(

(

(6) the primary highway freight system;
(7) eritical urban freight corridors;
(8) eritical rural freight corridors;
(9) intermodal connectors;

(10) alternative fuel corridors;

(

11) the Appalachian Development Highway

System;

(12) the Alaska Marine Highway System;
(13) the Denali access system;

(14) Marine highway transportation routes;
(15) high priority corridors;
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(16) designated future parts of the Interstate
System; and
(17) any other highway systems the Transpor-
tation Research Board determines to be relevant.

(b) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study under

subsection (a), the Transportation Research Board shall

consult with—

(1) the Federal Highway Administration;

(2) the Maritime Administration;

(3) the Office of Multimodal Freight Infrastrue-
ture and Policy;

(4) State departments of transportation; and

(5) any other entities the Transportation Re-
search Board determines to be relevant.

(¢) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study under sub-

16 section (a), the Transportation Research Board shall con-

17 sider, at a minimum, the following:

18 (1) The overlap of the various highway net-
19 works and systems, including which systems are en-
20 compassed on larger or multiple networks.
21 (2) Departmental funding availability for each
22 highway network and system.
23 (3) The role of State and local governments in
24 designating a public road to a highway network and
25 system.
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(4) The Federal rationale for each highway net-
work and system.

(d) REPORT.—If the Transportation Research Board
enters into an agreement under subsection (a), not later
than 18 months after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Transportation Research Board shall submit to the
Secretary, the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the IHouse of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate
a report desceribing the results of the study conducted pur-
suant to such subsection.

SEC. 1317. REVIEW OF STATE AND LOCAL CONSULTATION
PROCESSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General shall
conduct a review of the surface transportation block grant
program under section 133 of title 23, United States Code
(referred to in this section as the “Program’).

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the review required
under subsection (a), the Comptroller General shall evalu-
ate—

(1) the process by which the Federal Highway

Administration notifies States and metropolitan

planning organizations of amounts apportioned to

States to be obligated in areas based on population;
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(2) amounts apportioned to States required to
be oblicated in areas based on population, including
unobligated balances of the amounts and factors
that may be contributing to such balances;

(3) consultation processes established by States
to consult with metropolitan planning organizations
and regional transportation planning organizations
for amounts required to be obligated in such areas
based on population; and

(4) State selection processes for projects funded
by amounts required to be obligated in arcas based
on population.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date

of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General shall

submit to the Committee on Transportation and Infra-

16 structure of the House of Representatives and the Com-
17 mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate
18 a report that deseribes—

19 (1) the findings of the review required under
20 subsection (a); and

21 (2) any recommendations to improve consulta-
22 tion processes and communication between States,
23 metropolitan planning organizations, and regional
24 transportation planning organizations under the
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1 Program to address State and local infrastructure
needs.
SEC. 1318. EMERGENCY RELIEF WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISIIMENT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall con-
vene a working group to provide recommendations for sup-
porting emergency relief efforts following natural disasters

and assessing vulnerabilities in surface transportation as-

O o0 9 N U B~ W

sets.
10 (b) MEMBERSHIP.—The working group shall be com-

11 posed of representatives from—

12 (1) the Federal Highway Administration;

13 (2) the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
14 tration;

15 (3) the Federal Transit Administration;

16 (4) the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
17 Cy;

18 (5) State departments of transportation;

19 (6) transit agencies; and

20 (7) any other stakeholders that the Secretary
21 determines appropriate.

22 (¢) DuTies.—The working group convened under

23 this section shall analyze and make recommendations, as

24 appropriate, regarding—
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(1) the ability of a State or transit agency to
assess vulnerabilities of surface transportation assets
In response to natural disasters and severe weather
events;

(2) best practices for a State or transit agency
to facilitate projects to mitigate the risk of recurring
damage or the cost of future repair from extreme
weather, flooding, and other natural disasters;

(3) opportunities to expedite the timeline for el-
igible activities under section 125 of title 23, United
States Code, or section 5324 of title 49, United
States Code;

(4) opportunities within and potential revisions
to section 390.23 of title 49, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, to increase flexibility for commercial motor
vehicle operators assisting in emergency relief efforts
that achieve safety levels equivalent to or greater
than existing Federal motor carrier safety regula-
tions; and

(5) opportunities for coordination between the
Department and the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to provide emergency relief following
natural disasters.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date

25 on which the working group is established under this sec-
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tion, the working group shall submit to the Secretary a
report that includes a summary of the findings and rec-
ommendations developed under subsection (¢).

(e) RECOMMENDATIONS.

Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the Secretary receives the report
under subsection (d), the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate—
(1) a summary of the findings and ree-
ommendations under the report; and
(2) for each recommendation—

(A) the Secretary intends to implement, a
description of the plan and timeline for imple-
mentation; and

(B) the Secretary does not intend to imple-
ment, an explanation as to why the Secretary
does mnot intend to 1mplement such rec-
ommendation.

(f) TERMINATION.—The working eroup shall termi-
nate on the date that is 180 days after the date on which
the Secretary receives the report required under sub-

section (d).
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SEC. 1319. STOPPING THREATS ON PEDESTRIANS.

Section 11502(f) of the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act (23 U.S.C. 148 note) is amended by striking
“fiscal years 2022 through 2026”7 and inserting “fiscal
years 2027 through 2031”.

SEC. 1320. ELIMINATING UNNECESSARY REPORTING AND
REQUIREMENTS.

(a) STATE FLEXIBILITY FOR NATIONAL HIGHWAY
SYSTEM MODIFICATIONS.—Section 1122(d) of FAST Act
(23 U.S.C. 103 note), and the item relating to such sec-
tion in the table of contents in section 1(b) of such Act,
are repealed.

(b) ROADSIDE BARRIER TECHNOLOGY.—Section
1058 of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act of 1991 (23 U.S.C. 109 note) is repealed.

SEC. 1321. CONTRACTING FOR ENGINEERING AND DESIGN
SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 112(b)(2)(F) of title 23,
United States Code, is amended by striking “the States
of West Virginia or Minnesota” and inserting “the State
of West Virginia’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made by sub-
section (a) shall apply to contracts entered into after the

date of enactment of this Act.

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 9 N D kA WD =

|\ TN NG N N T NG I NG R N B e e T e e T e e e T
LN A W D= O O NN NNl WD = O

263
SEC. 1322. ADVANCING PROJECTS IN COLD WEATHER

STATES.

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall review policies and
procedures of the Federal Highway Administration relat-
ing to the Federal-aid highway program to ensure that
such policies and procedures sufficiently prioritize reviews
of construction projects in States in which construction
season may be limited by cold weather.

(b) TECINICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall
provide technical assistance and best practices to State de-
partments of transportation for advancing Kederal-aid
projects in States in which construction may be limited
by cold weather.

SEC. 1323. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON ROADWAY
MANAGEMENT IN INCLEMENT WEATHER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall establish
an interagency working group with other appropriate Fed-
eral agencies to develop best practices for roadway man-
agement in inclement weather.

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180

days after the date on which the best practices required
under subsection (a) are established, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Transportation and Infra-

structure of the House of Representatives and the Com-
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mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate
such best practices.

(¢) SUNSET.—The interagency working group estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall terminate on the date
that is 30 days after the date on which the best practices
required under subsection (b) are submitted to Congress.
SEC. 1324. TERMINATION OF NEIGHBORHOOD ACCESS AND

EQUITY GRANT PROGRAM.

Section 177 of title 23, United States Code, and the
item relating to such section in the analysis for chapter
1 of such title, are repealed.

SEC. 1325. TASK FORCE ON DEVELOPING A 21ST CENTURY
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION WORKFORCE.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall establish a
task force on developing a 21st century surface transpor-
tation workforce (in this section referred to as the “Task
Foree”).

(b) DUuTIES.—Not later than 1 year after the estab-
lishment of the Task Force under subsection (a), the Task
Force shall develop and submit to the Secretary ree-
ommendations and strategies for the Department to—

(1) evaluate the current and future state of the
surface transportation workforee, including projected

job needs in the surface transportation sector;
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(2) 1dentify factors influencing individuals pur-
suing careers in surface transportation, including
barriers to attracting individuals in surface trans-
portation careers;

(3) address barriers to retaining individuals in
surface transportation careers;

(4) identify and address potential impacts of
emerging technologies on the surface transportation
workforce;

(5) facilitate and encourage elementary, sec-
ondary, and post-secondary students in the United
States to pursue careers in the surface transpor-
tation sector; and

(6) 1dentify and develop pathways for students
and individuals to secure pre-apprenticeships, reg-
istered apprenticeships, and other work-based learn-
ing opportunities in the surface transportation sector
of the United States.

(¢) CONSIDERATIONS.

In developing recommenda-

20 tions and strategies under subsection (b), the Task Force

21 shall—
22 (1) 1identify factors that influence whether
23 young people pursue careers in surface transpor-
24 tation;
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(2) consider how the Department, businesses,
industry, labor, educators, and other stakeholders
can coordinate efforts to support qualified individ-
uals In pursuing careers in the surface transpor-
tation sector;

(3) identify methods of enhancing surface
transportation pre-apprenticeships and registered
apprenticeships, job skills training, mentorship, edu-
cation, and outreach programs that are exclusive to
youth in the United States;

(4) identify potential sources of funding, includ-
ing grants and scholarships, that may be used to
support youth and other qualified individuals in pur-
suing careers in the surface transportation sector;
and

(5) consider opportunities to update programs
administered by the Department to support the
transportation workforce.

(d) CONSULTATION.—In developing the recommenda-

20 tions and strategies required under subsection (b), the

21 Task Force may consult with—

22 (1) local educational agencies and institutions

23 of higher education, including community colleges

24 and vocational schools; and

25 (2) State workforce development boards.
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(e) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the sub-
mission of the recommendations and strategies under sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate a report containing such rec-
ommendations and strategies.

(f) CoMPOSITION OF TASK FORCE.—The Secretary
shall appoint members of the Task Force whose diverse
backegrounds and expertise allow such members to con-
tribute balanced points of view and ideas in carrying out
this section, comprised of equal representation from each
of the following:

(1) Industries in the surface transportation sec-
tor.

(2) Representatives from labor organizations
representing surface transportation workers.

(3) Such other surface transportation stake-
holders and experts as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

(2) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Members shall be
appointed to the Task Force for the duration of the exist-
ence of the Task Force.

(h) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Task Force

shall serve without compensation.
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(1) SUNSET.—The Task Force shall terminate upon

the submission of the report required under subsection (e).

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) PRE-APPRENTICESHIP.—The term “pre-ap-
prenticeship” means a training model or program
that prepares individuals for acceptance into a reg-
istered apprenticeship and has demonstrated part-
nership with 1 or more registered apprenticeships.

(2) REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIP.—The term
“registered apprenticeship” means an apprenticeship
program registered under the Act of August 16,
1937 (29 U.S. 50 et seq.; commonly known as the
“National Apprenticeship Act”), that satisfies the
requirements of parts 29 and 30 of title 29, Code
of Federal Regulations (as in effect on January 1,

2020).

17 SEC. 1326. STUDY ON NATIONAL COMMUTING TRENDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months after the

19 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall seek

20 to enter into an agreement with the Transportation Re-

21 search Board of the National Academy of Science to con-

22 duct a study on national trends related to commuting.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study under sub-

24 section (a), the Transportation Research Board shall—
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1 (1) conduct research on national commuting
2 trends, including telework and hybrid-work arrange-
3 ments;

4 (2) evaluate the impact of such trends on trans-
5 portation demand, congestion, air quality, economic
6 vitality of business districts, and commuter quality
7 of life; and

8 (3) develop best practices or planning guidance
9 to help State departments of transportation and
10 metropolitan  planning organizations incorporate
11 such trends into transportation planning and travel
12 demand modeling.

13 (¢) REPORT.—If the Transportation Research Board
14 enters into an agreement under subsection (a), not later
15 than 18 months after the date of enactment of this Act,
16 the Transportation Research Board shall submit to the
17 Secretary, the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
18 structure of the House of Representatives, and the Com-
19 mittee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate
20 a report containing the results of the study under sub-
21 section (a), including—
22 (1) the findings of the research conducted
23 under subsection (b)(1);
24 (2) an analysis of the impacts on commuting
25 trends evaluated under subsection (b)(2); and
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1 (3) recommendations for State departments of
2 transportation and metropolitan planning organiza-
3 tions, including the best practices and planning
4 ouidance developed under subsection (b)(3).
5 SEC. 1327. NOTIFICATION ON REGRESSIVE SAFETY TAR-
6 GETS.
7 When a State sets a regressive performance target
8 under section 150(¢)(4) of title 23, United States Code,
9 the Secretary shall—
10 (1) notify the Committee on Transportation
11 and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
12 and the Committee on Environment and Public
13 Works of the Senate; and
14 (2) make a list of States that set such a target
15 publicly available on the website of the Department.

16 SEC. 1328. STUDY ON DOMESTIC AVAILABILITY OF YELLOW
17 PAINT.

18 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
19 date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall study
20 the feasibility of requiring yellow paint (including the pig-
21 ment used to produce water-based paint) for road and
22 highway surface markings to be manufactured domesti-
23 cally.

24 (b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the study

25 under subsection (a), the Secretary shall consider—
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1 (1) the domestic availability of yellow paint de-
2 seribed in such subsection;

3 (2) the domestic manufacturing capacity to
4 produce the amount of yellow paint necessary to
5 meet the needs of States and local governments;

6 (3) the number of domestic manufacturers pro-
7 ducing such yellow paint;

8 (4) the current share of yellow paint produced
9 by domestic manufacturers to meet road and high-
10 way surface marking needs;

11 (5) the costs associated with requiring the do-
12 mestic manufacturing of such yellow paint; and

13 (6) the amount of yellow paint necessary to
14 maintain all road and highway surface markings in
15 the United States.

16 (¢) REPORT.—The Secretary shall report to the Com-
17 mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
18 of Representatives and the Committee on Environment
19 and Public Works of the Senate on the findings of the
20 study required under subsection (a).
21 (d) AvrtHority.—Following the study under sub-
22 section (a), if the Secretary determines that there is suffi-
23 cient domestic manufacturing capacity of yellow paint to
24 address the needs of all road and highway surface mark-
25 ings in the United States, the Secretary shall recommend
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1 to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
2 to update relevant Buy America guidance, including the
3 implementation guidance of the Made in America Office,
4 to reflect such determination.

5 SEC. 1329. STUDY ON CORROSION PREVENTION FOR
6 BRIDGES.

7 Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment
8 of this Act, the Secretary shall—

9 (1) carry out a study on best practices for—

10 (A) the frequency and method of inspect-
11 ing corrosion on weathering steel bridges; and
12 (B) addressing corrosion on weathering
13 steel bridges;

14 (2) submit to the Committee on Transportation
15 and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
16 and Committee on Environment and Public Works a
17 report on the results of the study under paragraph
18 (1); and

19 (3) make the report under paragraph (2) avail-
20 able to State departments of transportation, metro-
21 politan planning organizations (as such term is de-
22 fined in section 134(b) of title 23, United States
23 Code), regional transportation planning organiza-
24 tions (as such term is defined in section 134(b) of
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1 title 23, United States Code), and units of local gov-
2 ernment that own bridge assets.
3 SEC. 1330. FUNDING FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS GUIDANCE.
4 Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment
5 of this Act, the Secretary shall revise, update, and make
6 publicly available the Federal Highway Administration
7 publication titled “Funding Federal-aid Highways”,
8 issued January 2017 (Publication Number FHWA-PIL—
9 17-011) to account for—
10 (1) changes in law since the publication date of
11 such publication; and
12 (2) the provisions of this Act, including any
13 amendments made by this Act.
14 TITLE II—_TRANSPORTATION IN-
15 FRASTRUCTURE FINANCE
16 AND INNOVATION
17 SEC. 2001. INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE.
18 (a) DEFINITIONS.
19 (1) IN GENERAL.—Section 601(a) of title 23,
20 United States Code, is amended—
21 (A) in paragraph (12)—
22 (1) in subparagraph (KE)—
23 (I) in the matter preceding clause
24 (i) by striking “infrastructure” and
25 inserting “infrastructure that is”’;
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1 (IT) by striking clause (i1); and
2 (IIT) in clause (1)—
3 (aa) by striking “that—
4 “(I) 187
5 (bb) in subclause (II)—
6 (AA) by striking “is a
7 project” and inserting ‘“‘a
8 project”’; and
9 (BB) in item (dd) by
10 striking “and” and the end;
11 and
12 (ece) by redesignating sub-
13 clause (II) as clause (1) (and re-
14 designating items (aa) through
15 (dd) of such subclause as sub-
16 clauses (I) through (IV), respec-
17 tively);
18 (i1) in subparagraph (G) by striking
19 “for which” and all that follows through
20 “for assistance’’; and
21 (iii) by striking subparagraph (I1) and
22 inserting the following:
23 “(H) purchasing or leasing of drayage
24 trucks.”;
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1 (B) by redesignating paragraphs (14)
2 through (22) as paragraphs (16) through (24),
3 respectively;

4 (C) by redesignating paragraphs (2)
5 through (13) as paragraphs (3) through (14),
6 respectively;

7 (D) by inserting after paragraph (1) the
8 following:

9 “(2) DRAYAGE TRUCK.—The term ‘drayage
10 truck’” means any in-use on-road vehicle that—

11 “(A) has a gross vehicle weight rating
12 oreater than 26,000 pounds;

13 “(B) 1s used for transporting cargo; and

14 “(C) operates on, moves through, or oper-
15 ates In transit to or from, a seaport or an inter-
16 modal freight transfer facility to load, unload,
17 or transport cargo, including empty containers
18 or chassis.”; and

19 (E) by inserting after paragraph (14), as
20 so redesignated, the following:
21 “(15) QUALIFIED FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—
22 The term ‘qualified financial institution” means—
23 “(A) an insured depository institution as
24 defined in section 3(¢)(2) of the Federal De-
25 posit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(¢)(2));
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“(B) an insured credit union as defined in
section 101 of the Federal Credit Union Act
(12 U.S.C. 1752); and

“(C) any other financial institution that—

“(1) 1s regulated or supervised by—

“(I) the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System;

“(II) the Securities and Ex-
change Commission;

“(ITI) the Federal Housing FKi-
nance Agency;

“(IV) the Farm Credit Adminis-
tration; or

“(V) any other Federal financial
regulatory agency;

“(i1) is regularly engaged in the busi-
ness of extending credit or making credit
determinations; and

“(i1) the Secretary determines has
demonstrated experience in the under-
writing or provision of credit.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY AND

PROJECT SELECTION.—Section 602 of title 23,

United States Code, is amended—
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1 (1) in subsection (a)(5)(B)(1) by strik-
2 ing “section 601(a)(12)(KE)” and inserting
3 “section 601(a)(13)(E)”; and
4 (i1) in subsection (e) by striking ‘‘sec-
5 tion 601(a)(2)(A)” and inserting ‘“‘section
6 601(a)(3)(A)".
7 (B) FuNDING.—Section 608(a)(4) of title
8 23, United States Code, is amended by striking
9 “section 601(a)(12)(E)” and inserting ‘‘section
10 601(a)(13)(E)” each place it appears.
11 (b) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY AND PROJECT
12 SELECTION.—Section 602 of title 23, United States Code,

13 1s further amended—

14 (1) in subsection (a)—

15 (A) in paragraph (2) by adding at the end

16 the following:

17 “(C) ALTERNATIVE  CREDIT  ASSESS-

18 MENT.—The Secretary shall accept a due dili-

19 egence analysis and underwriting analysis pre-

20 pared by a qualified financial institution pro-

21 viding debt for a project as evidence of credit-

22 worthiness of the project supplemental to the

23 applicable creditworthiness standards described

24 in subparagraph (A).”; and

25 (B) in paragraph (5)(B)—
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(1) in clause (i) by striking

“$15,000,000” and inserting
“$10,000,000’; and

(11) in clause (1i1)—

(I) by striking “In the case” and
inserting “(I) IN GENERAL.—In the
case’’;

(IT) by striking “$100,000,000”
and inserting “$150,000,000”’; and

(IIT) by adding at the end the
following:

“(II) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT FOR
INFLATION.—Beginning in the first
yvear after the date of enactment of
this subclause, the Secretary shall ad-
just annually the $150,000,000 limit
on eligible project costs in subclause
(I) to reflect any increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers published by the Department

of Liabor.”; and

(2) 1 subsection (¢)—
(A) in paragraph (1)(B) by striking the
period at the end and inserting °‘, subject to

paragraph (2).”; and
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(B) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by striking “No funding” and in-
serting “(A) IN GENERAL.—No funding”’;
and

(i1) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(B) EXEMPTION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause
(i1), notwithstanding section 102(2)(C) of
the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)), a finding of
no significant impact, a record of decision,
and any similar analysis under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969
prepared for purposes of complying with
subparagraph (A) shall not include an
evaluation of the environmental effects of
the acquisition of real property by a non-
public entity for use in a project described
in section 601(a)(13)(E), for which an ap-
plication for credit assistance under the
TIFIA program has not been submitted as
of the date of such acquisition.

“(11) PUBLIC ENTITY OWNERSHIP.—

Clause (i) shall not apply with respect to

(1062876110)
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any component of a project described in
clause (i) that is located within the geo-
eraphic boundaries of the real property ac-
quired and that will be owned, in full or in
part, by a public entity for a majority of
the term of a secured loan issued for such
project.

“(C) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.—The fol-

lowing activities, if carried out on or after the
date of enactment of this subparagraph as a
project (or part of a project) described in sec-
tion 601(a)(13)(E), are a category of activities
hereby designated as being categorically ex-
cluded from the preparation of an environ-
mental assessment or an environmental impact
statement under the National Environmental

Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.):

“(1) Rehabilitation or conversion of an
existing office building to a residential or
mixed-use building occupying substantially
the same geographic footprint.

“(11) Construction or reconstruction of
a new commercial building—

“(I) consistent with existing land

use and zoning requirements; and

(1062876110)
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“(II)) on land disturbed for trans-

portation use (as such phrase is used
in section 771.118(¢)(9) of title 23,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any
successor regulations) or disturbed
land adjacent to land disturbed for
transportation use.”.

(¢) SECURED LoOANS.—Section 603(a) of title 23,

United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the

10 following:

“(4) LoaN DISBURSEMENT.—Upon request
from the obligor, the Secretary may delay issuance
of the secured loan funds until a date, to be speci-
fied by the obligor, during the 2-year period begin-
ning on the date that the project is determined to
be in substantial completion, so long as the obligor
is compliant with the credit agreement on the date
of issuance.”.

(d) PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION.—Section 605(f)(1)

20 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by striking
21 “$2,000,000” and inserting “$3,000,000".

(e) FuNDING.—Section 608(a) of title 23, United

23 States Code, 1s amended—

(1) in paragraph (4)(B)—
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(A) in clause (i) by striking “under the
Surface Transportation Reauthorization Act of
20217; and
(B) in clause (11)—

(i) by striking “fiscal years 2022
through 2026 and inserting ‘‘fiscal years
2027 through 2031”; and

(i1) by striking ““(as of October 1,
2021)” and inserting “(as of October 1,
2026)”; and

¢

(2) in paragraph (6) by striking “‘fiscal years

2022 through 2026”7 and inserting “fiscal years
2027 through 2031”7,

(f) STATE INFRASTRUCTURE BANK PROGRAM.—Sec-

15 tion 610 of title 23, United States Code, is amended—

16 (1) in subsection (d) by striking “‘fiscal years
17 2022 through 2026”7 and inserting “fiscal years
18 2027 through 2031 each place it appears; and

19 (2) in subsection (k) by striking “‘fiscal years
20 2022 through 2026”7 and inserting ‘“‘fiscal years
21 2027 through 2031”.
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1 SEC. 2002. EMERGENCY LOAN RELIEF DUE TO MAJOR DIS-

2
3

ASTER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 6 of title 23, United

4 States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-

5 lowing:

6 “§612. Emergency loan relief due to major disaster

7 “(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

8 “(1) Cost; MODIFICATION.—The terms ‘cost’
9 and ‘modification’ have the meanings given such
10 terms, respectively, in section 502 of the Federal
11 Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a), and the
12 term ‘modification’ shall include an interest rate
13 reset under this section.

14 “(2) ELIGIBLE BORROWER.—The term ‘eligible
15 borrower’ means a recipient of an eligible loan ad-
16 ministered under the TIFIA program.

17 “(3) ELIGIBLE LOAN.—The term ‘eligible loan’
18 means a loan issued under the TIFIA program.

19 “(4) MAJOR DISASTER.—The term ‘major dis-
20 aster’ means a major disaster declared by the Presi-
21 dent pursuant to section 401 of the Robert T. Staf-
22 ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
23 (42 U.S.C. 5170).

24 “(5) OBLIGOR; TIFIA PROGRAM.—The terms
25 ‘oblicor’ and ‘TIFIA program’ have the meanings
26 oiven such terms, respectively, in section 601 (a).
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1 “(b) EMERGENCY INTEREST RATE RESET.—
2 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
3 603(b)(4), if at any time after the date of execution
4 of a credit agreement for an eligible loan entered
5 into after the date of enactment of the BUILD
6 America 250 Act, the eligible borrower of the eligible
7 loan is unable, as a result of a major disaster, to
8 eenerate sufficient revenues from all dedicated rev-
9 enue sources such that the eligible borrower is un-
10 able to pay the scheduled repayments of principal
11 and interest on the eligible loan—
12 “(A) the eligible borrower may submit to
13 the Secretary a request, in such manner and
14 containing such information as the Secretary
15 may require, to reset the interest rate of the eli-
16 eible loan; and
17 “(B) the Secretary:
18 “(1) shall determine whether the eligi-
19 ble borrower meets ecriteria established
20 under subsection (d); and
21 “(i1) if the eligible borrower meets
22 such criteria and provided that sufficient
23 budget authority is available to accommo-
24 date the cost of the modification, may
25 reset the interest rate of the eligible loan
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| (including through amendment of the cred-

2 it agreement for the eligible loan) to a

3 lower interest rate that is not less than the

4 vield on United States Treasury securities

5 of a similar maturity to the maturity of

6 the eligible loan on the date of the reset,

7 if lower than the existing interest rate on

8 the eligible loan.

9 “(2) APPLICABILITY.—A lower interest rate
10 provided with respect to an eligible loan pursuant to
11 paragraph (1)(B)(i1) may be for a period of time the
12 Secretary determines appropriate, including through
13 the final maturity date of the eligible loan.

14 “(¢) OTHER LOAN MODIFICATIONS.—With respect to
15 an eligible borrower described in paragraph (1) of sub-
16 section (b), the Secretary, in carrying out subparagraph
17 (B) of such paragraph, may-

18 “(1) allow, for a maximum aggregate period of
19 not more than 5 years, an obligor to add unpaid
20 principal and interest to the outstanding balance of
21 the loan, subject to the requirements under section
22 603(¢)(3)(B), as applicable; and

23 “(2) notwithstanding section 603(a), extend any
24 applicable disbursement period established under an

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W B W =

| \O JEE \© R \© R \O B O B N e T e e e e T e e e e
A LW O = O VOV 0 N O R WD = O

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

lishing criteria under paragraph (1), the Secretary

286

agreement for credit assistance made pursuant to
section 603, as applicable.

“(d) CRITERIA.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-

lish eriteria for an eligible borrower to be eligible to
receive a lower interest rate or other loan modifica-

tion under this section.

“(2) FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In estab-

“(A) shall establish objective metrics to
measure whether an eligible borrower is unable
to generate sufficient revenues as a result of a
major disaster; and

“(B) may take into consideration such fac-
tors as the Secretary determines to be relevant,
including whether the lowering of an interest
rate or the modification of a loan under this
section would achieve any of—

“(i) maintaining the operation of a
project carried out by an eligible borrower
in a disaster, emergency, or other extenu-
ating circumstance;

“(i1) mitigating the financial impact

on an eligible borrower of a disaster, emer-

(1062876110)
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gency, or other extenuating circumstance;
or
“(i11) protecting the interests of the
Federal Government in critical infrastruc-
ture.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-

ter 6 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by add-

ing at the end the following:

“612. Emergency loan relief due to major disaster.”.

9 SEC. 2003. PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY.

10

Section 116 of title 49, United States Code, is

11 amended—

12 (1) by redesignating subsections (i) and (j) as

13 subsections (j) and (k), respectively; and

14 (2) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-

15 lowing:

16 “(1) PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY.—

17 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ecarry

18 out a program of personnel management authority

19 provided in paragraph (2) in order to facilitate the

20 recruitment or retention of experts in finance and

21 investment for the Bureau.

22 “(2) SALARIES AND RELOCATION EXPENSES.—

23 Under the program under this subsection, the offi-

24 cial responsible for the program may—
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1 “(A) without regard to any provision of
2 title 5 governing the appointment of employees
3 in the civil service, in the case of the Bureau,
4 appoint individuals to a total of not more than
5 20 positions in the Bureau;

6 “(B) notwithstanding any provision of title
7 5 governing the rates of pay or classification of
8 employees in the executive branch, prescribe the
9 rates of basic pay for positions to which em-
10 ployees are appointed under subparagraph (A)
11 at a rate to be determined by the head of the
12 organization concerned up to 150 percent of the
13 total annual compensation payable to the Vice
14 President under section 104 of title 3; and

15 “(C) during any fiscal year, pay up to 5
16 individuals newly appointed pursuant to sub-
17 paragraph (A) the travel, transportation, and
18 relocation expenses and services described
19 under sections 5724, 5724a, and 5724¢ of title
20 5.”.
21 SEC. 2004. STUDY ON ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL INFRA-
22 STRUCTURE BANK.
23 (a) STUDY.—Not later than 120 days after the date

24 of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall seek to enter

25 into an agreement with the National Academies to conduct
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I a study on the establishment of a Federal Infrastructure
2 Bank to facilitate investment in, and the long-term financ-
3 ing of, economically viable United States infrastructure
4 projects that provide a public benefit, including best prac-
5 tices for implementing such bank.
6 (b) ELEMENTS.—The study conducted pursuant to
7 subsection (a) shall—
8 (1) 1dentify potential forms of credit assistance
9 a Federal Infrastructure Bank could provide, includ-
10 ing loans, loan guarantees, lines of credit, and equity
11 investments;
12 (2) examine how a Federal Infrastructure Bank
13 could—
14 (A) increase State, local, and Tribal gov-
15 ernment Investment in infrastructure projects,
16 including transportation, water, and energy
17 projects;
18 (B) reduce average financing timelines rel-
19 ative to other Federal credit assistance pro-
20 orams; and
21 (C) increase the lending capacity of exist-
22 ing State infrastructure banks;
23 (3) analyze the opportunities a Federal Infra-
24 structure Bank presents in—
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1 (A) reducing barriers to the financing of
2 multimodal or multijurisdictional projects;
3 (B) attracting foreign investment from a
4 country other than a covered foreign country;
5 (C) financing nonrevenue infrastructure
6 projects and projects located in rural and eco-
7 nomically disadvantaged areas; and
8 (D) complementing but not duplicating ex-
9 isting Federal credit assistance programs for
10 infrastructure projects;
11 (4) examine how a national infrastructure bank
12 that 1s substantially owned or controlled by the Fed-
13 eral Government would be subject to Federal budget
14 laws and accounting rules and procedures; and
15 (5) identify best practices of other infrastruc-
16 ture banks, including—
17 (A) national infrastructure banks or other
18 specialized development banks located in a
19 country other than a covered foreign country;
20 and
21 (B) the Califormia Infrastructure and Eco-
22 nomic Development Bank.
23 (¢) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the study required

24 under subsection (a), the National Academies shall consult

25 with—
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1 (1) the Secretary and other heads of relevant
2 Federal agencies;
3 (2) State infrastructure banks; and
4 (3) stakeholders with expertise in financial mar-
5 kets and infrastructure financing.
6 (d) REPORT.—An agreement entered into under sub-
7 section (a) shall require that, not later than 2 years after
8 the date of enactment of this Act, the National Academies
9 submit a report detailing the findings of the study re-
10 quired under subsection (a) to—
11 (1) the Committee on Transportation and In-
12 frastructure of the House of Representatives;
13 (2) the Committee on Financial Services of the
14 House of Representatives;
15 (3) the Committee on Environment and Public
16 Works of the Senate;
17 (4) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
18 Transportation of the Senate; and
19 (5) the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
20 Urban Development of the Senate.
21 (e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
22 (1) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘“covered en-
23 tity” means—
24 (A) a State;
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| (B) any other governmental entity, includ-
2 ing a political subdivision or any other instru-
3 mentality of a State;

4 (C) a State infrastructure bank;

5 (D) a partnership, including a public-pri-
6 vate partnership;

7 (E) a corporation, limited hability com-
8 pany, or any other legally established corporate
9 form;

10 (F') a joint venture;

11 (G) a trust; or

12 (H) a revolving fund.

13 (2) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
14 “covered foreign country’ has the meaning given
15 that term in section 164(e) of the Servicemember
16 Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense
17 Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (10 U.S.C.
18 note prec. 4651).

19 (3) FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE BANK.—The
20 term “Federal Infrastructure Bank” means a feder-
21 ally-chartered and privately-funded bank established
22 to provide to a covered entity credit assistance, in-
23 cluding equity investments, direct loans, indirect
24 loans, and loan guarantees, for the planning,
25 predevelopment, design, construction, operations, or
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| maintenance of infrastructure projects in the United

2 States.

3 (4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means a State

4 of the United States, the District of Columbia, the

5 Jommonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Northern Mar-

6 iana Islands, the United States Virgin Islands,

7 Guam, American Samoa, and any other territory or

8 possession of the United States.

9 (D) STATE INFRASTRUCTURE BANK.—The term
10 “State infrastructure bank” means a State infra-
11 structure bank or multistate infrastructure bank es-
12 tablished pursuant to—

13 (A) section 350 of the National Highway

14 System Designation Act of 1995 (23 U.S.C.

15 101 note);

16 (B) section 1511 of the Transportation

17 Equity Act for the 21st Century (23 U.S.C.

18 181 note);

19 (C) section 610 of title 23, United States

20 Code; or

21 (D) any State law that establishes such

22 bank as an agency, component unit, or other

23 governmental entity of the State.
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1 TITLE III—PUBLIC

2 TRANSPORTATION

3 Subtitle A—Reforms

4 SEC. 3001. PURPOSE AND DECLARATION OF POLICY.

5 Section 5301 of title 49, United States Code, is
6 amended to read as follows:

7 “§5301. Purpose and declaration of policy

8 “(a) GENERAL PURPOSE.—The purpose of this chap-
9 ter is to foster the delivery of safe, high-quality transit
10 services by public transportation providers to individuals,
11 including individuals with disabilities, seniors, and individ-
12 uals who depend on public transportation, including
13 through Federal funding to public transportation systems.
14 “(b) DECLARATION OF POLICY.—It is in the interest
15 of the United States, including the economic interest of
16 the United States, that authorities granted to the Sec-
17 retary under this chapter facilitate—

18 “(1) the safe transportation of passengers,
19 workers, and property on public transportation sys-
20 tems;
21 “(2) projects to develop and revitalize public
22 transportation systems in a manner that—
23 “(A) provides safe, efficient, and conven-
24 ient public transportation at the lowest cost;
25 and
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1 “(B) fosters cooperation of both public
2 transportation companies and private compa-
3 nies engaged in public transportation;

4 “(3) the development of intermodal connections
5 between transit services and other transportation
6 modes and systems to serve public transportation
7 passengers efficiently and effectively;

8 “(4) the research, development, demonstration,
9 and deployment of projects dedicated to improving
10 the delivery of safe and effective public transpor-
11 tation services;

12 “(5) the development of the public transpor-
13 tation workforce;

14 “(6) the maintenance of a state of good repair
15 of public transportation infrastructure and vehicles;
16 “(7) the adoption of innovative technology, con-
17 cepts, and approaches to promote safety, capacity,
18 and efficiency improvements for projects funded by
19 a fixed guideway capital investment grant;
20 “(8) economic development;
21 “(9) the development and delivery of capital
22 projects;
23 “(10) cooperative and comprehensive planning
24 that improves the performance of the transportation
25 network; and
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“(11) technical assistance for recipients of as-

sistance under this chapter to more effectively and

efficiently provide public transportation service.”.
SEC. 3002. DEFINITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5302 of title 49, United

States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking “‘or use and that are phys-
ically or functionally related” and inserting
“use, accessibility, navigability, or safety and
that are physically or functionally related”;

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (G) as clauses (1) through (vii), respec-
tively;

(C) by striking ‘‘associated transit im-
provement’ means, with respect to any project
or an area to be served by a project, projects”
and inserting ‘‘‘associated transit improve-
ment’—

“(A) means, with respect to any project or
an area served by a project, projects’’;

(D) by striking “‘facilities. Eligible projects
are—'" and inserting ‘‘facilities; and

“(B) are projects related to—""; and

(1062876110)
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(E) in clause (1), as so redesignated, by
striking “intended” and inserting “planned’’;
(2) by striking paragraph (16);

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through

(15) as paragraphs (5) through (16), respectively;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-

lowing new paragraph:

“(4) CAPITAL ASSET.—The term ‘capital asset’

means a unit of rolling stock, a facility, a unit of
equipment, or an element of infrastructure used for
providing public transportation owned, operated, or
managed by a recipient of financial assistance under

this chapter.”;

(5) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated—
(A) in subparagraph (I)—
(1) in clause (i) by striking “or”” at the
end;
(i1) in clause (ii)(III) by striking the

2

period at the end and inserting ‘‘; or”’; and
(i) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
“(i11) under section 5308.”;

(B) in subparagraph (M) by striking “im-

provements; or’’ and inserting “‘improvements—
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1 “(1) within 2.5 miles of a transit facil-
2 ity for projects described in clauses (v) and
3 (vii) of paragraph (2)(B);

4 ““(11) within a half mile of a transit fa-
5 cility for projects described in clauses (i),
6 (iii), and (iv) of paragraph (2)(B); and

7 “(i11) at any location within the serv-
8 ice area of a public transportation provider
9 for projects described in clauses (ii) and
10 (vi) of paragraph (2)(B);”;

11 (C) in subparagraph (N) by striking the
12 period at the end and inserting “‘; or”’; and

13 (D) by adding at the end the following new
14 subparagraph:

15 “(0) software, contracted or wholly owned,
16 that i1s related to the delivery of public trans-
17 portation services, including software as a serv-
18 ice and cloud-based software.”;

19 (6) in paragraph (21) by striking “The term”
20 and all that follows through the period at the end
21 and inserting “With respect to a capital asset, the
22 term ‘state of good repair’ means the condition of
23 the capital asset at which the capital asset is able
24 to operate at a full level of performance, as such
25 condition 1s determined by the standards prescribed
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by the Secretary in subpart D of part 625 of title

49, Code of Federal Regulations, or any successor
regulation.”;

(7) by redesignating paragraphs (22) through
(25) as paragraphs (23) through (26), respectively;
and

(8) by inserting after paragraph (21) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(22) TRANSIT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN.—
The term ‘transit asset management plan’ means a
plan—

“(A) developed by a recipient of funding
under this chapter;

“(B) that includes, at a minimum, capital
asset inventories and condition assessments, de-
cision  support  tools, and  investment
prioritization; and

“(C) in which the recipient certifies com-
pliance with part 625 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, or any successor regulation.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 5323(e)(3)

22 of title 49, United States Code, is amended by striking

23 “5302(4)(J)” and inserting “5302(5)(J)".
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1 SEC. 3003. TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.

2 (a) METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.—
3 Section 5303 of title 49, United States Code, is amend-
4 ed—
5 (1) 1 subsection (b)—
6 (A) by redesignating paragraphs (5)
7 through (7) as paragraphs (6) through (8), re-
8 spectively; and
9 (B) by inserting after paragraph (4) the
10 following:
11 “(5) PRIMARY URBANIZED AREA.—The term
12 ‘primary urbanized area’ means an urbanized area
13 that—
14 “(A) has a population of at least
15 3,500,000 individuals, as determined by the
16 Bureau of Census; or
17 “(B) extends into more than 1 State and
18 has a population of at least 200,000, as deter-
19 mined by the Bureau of Census.”’;
20 (2) in subsection (f)(1) by striking “metropoli-
21 tan area and” and inserting ‘“‘metropolitan area, in-
22 cluding primary urbanized areas that extend into
23 more than 1 State in accordance with section 5308,
24 and”’;
25 (3) in subsection (j)—
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(A) in paragraph (1) by adding at the end
the following:

“(E) ExcerTiON.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the amendment of an ap-
proved TIP to add a project or an identified
phase of a project shall not require public re-
view and comment if the added project or the
identified phase—

“(1) was in the approved TIP that im-
mediately preceded the current TIP; and

“(i1) is unchanged from the project or
the identified phase 1n the preceding

TIP.”; and

(B) in paragraph (5)(A) by striking ‘“‘sub-
section (k)(4)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(k)(5)";

(4) in subsection (k)(4)—

(A) in subparagraph (A) by striking “IN
GENERAL” and inserting “HOUSING COORDINA-
TION PROCESS”;

(B) by striking subparagraph (B);

(C) in subparagraph (C)—

(1) in clause (1) by striking the enu-
merator and the heading; and

(11) by striking clause (i1); and

(1062876110)
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1 (D) by redesignating subparagraph (C), as
amended, as subparagraph (B); and
(5) by adding at the end the following:
“(s) ADDITIONAL USES OF METROPOLITAN PLAN-

NING FUNDING.—In addition to carrying out the purposes

104(b)(6) of title 23 and section 5305(f) to States and

2

3

4

5

6 of this section, funds appropriated under section
7

8 metropolitan planning organizations to carry out this sec-
9

tion may be used for—

10 “(1) fiscal administration of local projects;

11 “(2) preliminary design;

12 “(3) local technical assistance;

13 “(4) studies directly linked to transportation;
14 and

15 “(5) eritical data procurement.”.

16 (b) STATEWIDE AND NONMETROPOLITAN TRANSPOR-

17 TATION PLANNING.—Section 5304 of title 49, United

18 States Code, is amended—

19 (1) in subsection (e)(3) by striking the period
20 at the end and inserting “, including primary urban-
21 ized areas that extend to more than 1 State in ac-
22 cordance with section 5308.”; and
23 (2) in subsection (2)—
24 (A) by redesignating paragraph (9) as
25 paragraph (10); and
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1 (B) by inserting after paragraph (8) the
2 following:

3 “(9) ExceprTiON.—Notwithstanding any other
4 provision of law, the amendment of an approved
5 transportation improvement program to add a
6 project or an identified phase of a project shall not
7 require public review and comment if the added
8 project or the identified phase—

9 “(A) was in the approved transportation
10 improvement program that immediately pre-
11 ceded the current transportation improvement
12 program; and

13 “(B) is unchanged from the project or the
14 identified phase in the preceding transportation
15 improvement program.”.

16 SEC. 3004. PLANNING PROGRAMS.

17 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5305 of title 49, United
18 States Code, is amended—

19 (1) in subsection (d)(1)(A) by striking ‘“‘sub-
20 section (g)(1)” and inserting “‘subsection (f)(1)”;
21 (2) in subsection (d)(3)(A) by striking “‘sub-
22 section (g2)(1)” and inserting “‘subsection (f)(1)”;
23 (3) in subsection (e)(1)(A) by striking ‘“‘sub-
24 section (g)(2)” and inserting “subsection (f)(2)";
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1 (4) in subsection (e)(2) by striking ‘“‘subsection
2 (d)” and inserting “‘subsection (¢)”’;

3 (5) in subsection (2)—

4 (A) by striking “fiscal year” and inserting
5 “fiscal year, less the amount set aside for such
6 fiscal year for the program under subsection
7 1)

8 (B) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘“sub-
9 section (d)” and inserting “‘subsection (¢)”’; and
10 (C) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘“‘sub-
11 section (e)” and inserting ‘‘subsection (d)”’;

12 (6) by striking subsection (a);

13 (7) by redesignating subsections (b) through (h)
14 as subsections (a) through (g), respectively; and

15 (8) by adding at the end the following new sub-
16 section:

17 “(h) EXEMPTIONS TO COVERED TERRITORIES.

18 “(1) IN GENERAL.—DBeginning on the date of
19 enactment of this subsection, the Secretary may
20 award a grant to a covered territory as if the cov-
21 ered territory is a State, except if the Secretary de-
22 termines that a requirement of section 5303, 5304,
23 or this section is inconsistent with the needs of the
24 covered territory, the Secretary may exempt the ter-
25 ritory from such requirement.

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xm (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N Bk W =

e T S S e e S I =
O o0 N O »n B~ W N = O

20
21

305
“(2) COVERED TERRITORY DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘covered territory’ means Amer-
ican Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam,
and the Virgin Islands.”.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO PILOT PROGRAM FOR TRAN-

SIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING.—Subsection
(b) of section 20005 of MAP-21 (49 U.S.C. 5303 note)

1s amended—

(1) in the subsection heading by striking
“PrLor”;

(2) by striking paragraph (1);

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) ELIGIBLE PROJECT DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘eligible project’ means a new
fixed guideway capital project or a core capacity im-
provement project, as those terms are defined in sec-
tion 5309.”.

(¢) TRANSFER OF PROGRAM FOR TRANSIT-ORI-

22 ENTED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING.—Subsection (b) of

23 section 20005 of MAP-21 (49 U.S.C. 5303 note), as

24 amended, is transferred to appear as subsection (i) of sec-

25 tion 5305 of title 49, United States Code.
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1 SEC. 3005. URBANIZED AREA FORMULA GRANTS.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
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21
22
23
24
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(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5307 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A)—

H; OI’” a,t

(1) in clause (1) by striking
the end; and

(ii) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(i11) operate a minimum of 101 buses
and a maximum of 125 buses in fixed
route or demand response service, exclud-
ing ADA complementary paratransit serv-
ice, during peak hours, in an amount not
to exceed 25 percent of the share of the
apportionment which 1is attributable to
such systems within the urbanized area, as
measured by vehicle revenue hours; or’;
and
(B) in paragraph (2)(B)—

7 and

(i) in clause (1) by striking ““; or
inserting a semicolon;

(i) in clause (i) by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ““; or’’; and

(i) by adding at the end the fol-

lowing:

(1062876110)
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“(111) operate a minimum of 101 buses
and a maximum of 125 buses in fixed
route or demand response service, exclud-
ing ADA complementary paratransit serv-
ice, during peak hours, in an amount not
to exceed 25 percent of the share of the
apportionment allocated to such systems
within the urbanized area, as determined
by the local planning process and including
in the designated recipient’s final program
of projects prepared under subsection
(b).”;
(2) m subsection (b)—
(A) by striking paragraph (4); and
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (5)
through (7) as paragraphs (4) through (6), re-
spectively;
(3) 1 subsection (¢)(1)—
(A) in subparagraph (I) by inserting “‘or
eliminating” after “‘raising’’;
(B) by striking subparagraph (J) and in-
serting the following:
“(J) will expend not less than 1 percent of
the amount the recipient receives for each fiscal

year under section 5336 for crime prevention

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W Bk W

[\© TN NG T N TR NG I NG R NS B N e T e e T e T e e T
[ N N O N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O T NO I e

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

308
and security projects deseribed in  section
5321;"; and

(C) by striking subparagraph (K) and in-
serting:

“(K) will expend not less than 1 percent of
the amount the recipient receives for each fiscal
year under section 5336 to further meet or ex-
ceed the requirements described in part 37 or
38 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations;
and”’;

(4) by striking subsection (f) and inserting the

following:

“(f) RECORDS, AUDITS, AND EVALUATIONS.—

“(1) RECORDS.—The Secretary shall require a
A q

recipient of a grant under this section to keep

records that—

“(A) disclose—

“(1) the amount and disposition by the
recipient of the proceeds of the grant;

“(i1) the total cost of the plan or pro-
oram for which the grant is given or used;
and

“(m1) the amounts and kinds of re-
maining costs of the plan or program, as

described under subsection (d)(3); and

(1062876110)
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1 “(B) enable the Secretary or another ap-
2 propriate entity to audit such recipient.

3 “(2) AUDITS AND EXAMINATIONS.—The Sec-
4 retary and the Comptroller General may audit and
5 examine any records of a recipient that are related
6 to a grant made under this section.

7 “(3) ANNUAL AUDIT.—

8 “(A) IN GENERAL.—At least annually, the
9 Secretary shall carry out, or authorize a recipi-
10 ent to carry out independently, an audit of
11 records for each grant to establish whether the
12 recipient—

13 “(1) has carried out the requirements
14 prescribed in subsection (¢) for each grant
15 made pursuant to this section;

16 “(i1) is prepared to continue to fulfill
17 such requirements for the duration of the
18 orant; and

19 “(i11) has administered the grant and
20 all amounts of the Government in accord-
21 ance with all applicable laws and regula-
22 tions.
23 “(B) INDEPENDENT AUDIT PROCEDURES
24 AND REQUIREMENT.—A recipient authorized by
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the Secretary to carry out an independent re-
view and audit under subparagraph (A) shall—
“(1) ensure that an independent audit
complies with the auditing procedures of
the Comptroller General; and
“(i1) submit a certified copy of the
audit to the Secretary not more than 6
months after the end of the fiscal year for
which the audit was made.

“(4) TRIENNIAL REVIEW.—Except as otherwise

provided by paragraph (5), the Secretary shall—

“(A) not less than once every 3 calendar
years—
“(1) review and evaluate the findings
from each annual audit; and
“(11) assess the extent to which actual
program activities are consistent with—
“(I) the activities proposed under
subsection (b); and
“(IT) the planning process re-
quired under sections 5303, 5304,
and 5305;
“(B) to the extent practicable, coordinate
such review with any related State or local re-

views; and

(1062876110)
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“(C) prioritize, as appropriate, the primary

scope of the review on—
“(i) any previously identified defi-
ciencies by the recipient; and
“(i1) the most common deficiencies by
all recipients, as identified by the Sec-
retary.
“(5) WAIVER OF REVIEW.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise
provided in subparagraph (C), the Secretary
may waive the review described in paragraph
(4) if the Secretary, upon a review of findings
from the annual audits required under para-
oraph (3), determines that the recipient has—

“(1) not established a pattern of defi-
ciency in meeting all applicable grant re-
quirements as prescribed by law; and

“(i1) complied, to the satisfaction of
the Secretary, with all relevant directives
issued by the Federal Transit Administra-
tion and attributable to the recipient, as

applicable.

“(B) CONSECUTIVE WAIVERS.—The Sec-
retary may consecutively waive the review de-

scribed in paragraph (4) after determining pur-

(1062876110)
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1 suant to paragraph (5) that a waiver is justi-

2 fied, however, the Secretary must conduct at

3 least 1 review every 10 calendar years.

4 “(C) REQUESTED REVIEWS.—The Sec-

5 retary shall conduct all regularly scheduled tri-

6 ennial reviews for a recipient if the recipient re-

7 quests such scheduled review be conducted.

8 “(6) ACTIONS RESULTING FROM REVIEW,

9 AUDIT, OR EVALUATION.—The Secretary may take
10 appropriate action in response to a finding from a
11 review or an audit conducted under this subsection,
12 including adjusting the amount of a grant or with-
13 drawing a grant.”; and

14 (5) by striking subsection (h) and inserting the
15 following:

16 “(h) ALL STATIONS ACCESSIBILITY PROGRAM.—

17 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make
18 competitive grants to covered entities for use financ-
19 ing capital and planning projects to upgrade the ac-
20 cessibility of legacy rail fixed guideway public trans-
21 portation systems for individuals with disabilities, in-
22 cluding individuals who use wheelchairs, by increas-
23 ing the number of existing (as of the date of enact-
24 ment of this subsection) stations or facilities for pas-
25 senger use that meet or exceed the new construction
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standards of title II of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12131 et seq.).

“(2) APPLICATION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under this subsection, a covered
entity that has complied with subparagraph (B)
shall submit to the Secretary an application—

“(1) in such form and containing such
information as the Secretary may require;
and

“(11) including a certification by the

applicant that the project for which a

orant 1s requested will meet or exceed the

new construction standards of title II of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of

1990 (42 U.S.C. 12131 et seq.).

“(B) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—
Prior to submitting an application under sub-
paragraph (A), a covered entity shall consult
with appropriate stakeholders and the sur-
rounding community to ensure accessibility for
individuals with disabilities, including individ-
uals with physical, intellectual, developmental,
or sensory disabilities and individuals who use

wheelchairs.

(1062876110)
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1 “(3) COMPETITIVE PROCESS.—The Secretary
2 shall—

3 “(A) not later than 90 days after the date
4 on which amounts are made available for obli-
5 cgation under this subsection for a full fiscal
6 year, solicit grant applications for projects on a
7 competitive basis; and

8 “(B) award a grant under this subsection
9 based on the solicitation under subparagraph
10 (A) not later than the earlier of—

11 “(1) 90 days after the date on which
12 the solicitation expires; or

13 “(11) the end of the fiscal year in
14 which the Secretary solicited the grant ap-
15 plications.

16 “(4) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—A recipient of a
17 orant under this subsection may use the grant for
18 the following projects:

19 “(A) A capital project to repair, improve,
20 modify, retrofit, or relocate infrastructure of
21 stations or facilities for passenger use, includ-
22 ing load-bearing members that are an essential
23 part of the structural frame of the station or
24 facility.
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1 “(B) A planning project to develop or mod-
2 ify a plan for 1 or more public transportation
3 accessibility projects, an assessment of accessi-
4 bility, or an assessment of a planned modifica-
5 tion to stations or facilities for passenger use.
6 “(5) PROHIBITED USES.—A recipient of a
7 orant under this subsection may not use such grant
8 to upgrade a station or facility for passenger use
9 that 1s accessible to and usable by individuals with
10 disabilities, including individuals who wuse wheel-
11 chairs, and that meet or exceed the new construction
12 standards under title II of the Americans with Dis-
13 abilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12131 et seq.).

14 “(6) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of a
15 project for which a grant is issued under this sub-
16 section shall not exceed 80 percent of the net project
17 cost.

18 “(7) REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—The Secretary
19 shall—
20 “(A) upon issuance of the notice of fund-
21 g opportunity in the Federal Register with re-
22 spect to the program under paragraph (1), pub-
23 licly disclose all metries and evaluation proce-
24 dures to be used in considering applications
25 submitted under paragraph (2); and
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| “(B) make publicly available a summary of
2 final scores for projects funded by a grant
3 under this subsection, metrics, and other eval-
4 uations used in awarding grants under this sub-
5 section.
6 “(8) COVERED ENTITY DEFINED.—In this sub-
7 section, the term ‘covered entity’ means—
8 “(A) a designated recipient that allocates
9 funds awarded under this chapter to 1 or more
10 legacy rail fixed guideway public transportation
11 systems; and
12 “(B) a State or local governmental entity
13 that operates 1 or more legacy rail fixed guide-
14 way public transportation systems.”.
15 (b) REPEALS.—
16 (1) ELECTRIC OR LOW-EMITTING FERRY PILOT
17 PROGRAM.—Section 71102 of the Infrastructure In-
18 vestment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58), and
19 the item relating to such section in the table of con-
20 tents in section 1(b) of such Act, are repealed.
21 (2) FERRY SERVICE FOR RURAL COMMU-
22 NITIES.—Subsections (a) through (f) of section
23 71103 of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
24 Act (23 U.S.C. 147 note) are repealed.
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SEC. 3006. CONSOLIDATED STATE BLOCK GRANT PRO-

GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 53 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after section 5307
the following:

“§ 5308. Consolidated State block grant program

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Excluding the amounts made
available for primary urbanized areas with respect to
which a State is not a designated recipient for Federal
assistance pursuant to a financial assistance program or
orant program referenced in section 5338(a)(2), the Sec-
retary shall, subject to the requirements of subsection (b),
consolidate grant amounts made available in a fiscal year
pursuant to the formulas set forth in sections 5310,
5311(e)(5), 5336, 5337, 5339(a), and 5340.

“(b) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS AND SELEC-

TION.—

“(1) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

“(A) CERTIFICATION.—In applying to par-

ticipate in the consolidated block erant program
established under this section, a State shall—

“(1) provide written notice to all des-

ignated recipients within the State (other

than those designated recipients located in

a primary urbanized area) of the intent of

such State to apply to such program;
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“(11) afford affected designated recipi-
ents an opportunity pursuant to subpara-
oraph (B) to affirmatively elect or to deny
participation in the program prior to the
date on which the State intends to submit
the application; and

“(i11) provide to the Secretary in the
application a list of—

“(I) designated recipients that
affirmatively elect to participate in the
program; and

“(II) direct recipients in the rel-
evant urbanized areas of such des-
ignated recipients.

“(B) ROLE OF DESIGNATED RECIPI-

ENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A designated re-
cipient shall, not later than 60 days after
receiving written notice from the State de-
seribed in subparagraph (A)(i), inform the
State as to whether the recipient elects to
participate in the program established
under this section.

“(i1) DETERMINATION IN COORDINA-

TION WITH DIRECT RECIPIENTS.—Within

(1062876110)
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the time period specified in clause (1), a
designated recipient shall coordinate with
all direct recipients in the relevant urban-
ized area in determining whether to par-
ticipate in such program.

“(im1) MAJORITY CONCURRENCE.—A
designated recipient of an urbanized area
in which a majority of direct recipients in
the relevant urbanized area elect to affirm-
atively participate in the block grant pro-
eram established under this section shall—

“(I) be required to participate in
the program established under this
section; and

“(IT) affirmatively notify the

State of participation in the program.

“(iv) FAILURE TO RESPOND.—A des-
ignated recipient of an urbanized area that
fails to inform a State of an election under
clause (i) within the time period specified
in such clause shall be deemed by the
State to have affirmatively provided noti-
fied the State of its participation in the

program established under this section.
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1 “(C) NON-PARTICIPATION.—A designated
2 recipient of an urbanized area that informs a
3 State of its determination to refuse participa-
4 tion in the block grant program under this sec-
5 tion in a fiscal year may not participate in such
6 program for the following 3 fiscal years.
7 “(2) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall allocate
8 the amount described in subsection (a) to a State if
9 the Secretary has—
10 “(A) received an application from the
11 State;
12 “(B) determined that the State has an or-
13 canization capable of effectively administering a
14 block grant made under this section;
15 “(C) determined that the State uses a sat-
16 isfactory
17 “(1) transportation system planning
18 process; and
19 “(i1) programming process;
20 “(D) calculated—
21 “(1) the total amount to consolidate
22 and allocate to the State in accordance
23 with subsection (a); and
24 “(i1) from the amount described in
25 clause (1), the minimum amounts a State
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shall obligate, based on the amounts that
would otherwise be allocated to such areas
in a State under sections 5307, 5310, and
5311(c)(H), 5337, 5339(a), and 5340, to—
“(I) rural and urban areas; and
“(II) areas of different popu-
lation levels; and

“(E) entered into an agreement with the

State whereby the State agrees—

“(1) to comply with applicable Federal
law, regulations, and requirements for ad-
ministering the block grant;

“(1) to provide the Secretary with
such program information as the Secretary
may require; and

“(ii1) to comply with the record and

audit requirements under subsection (c¢).

“(¢) RECORDS, AUDITS, AND EVALUATIONS.—The
requirements set forth in section 5307(f) shall apply to

a State participating in the block grant program under

“(d) PROIIBITION; RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—

“(1) PROHIBITION.—A provider of public trans-

portation in a primary urbanized area may not re-
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G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

322
| ceive funding made available to a State pursuant to
2 this section.
3 “(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
4 this subsection shall be construed to prohibit a pro-
5 vider of public transportation in a primary urbanized
6 arca from receiving funding from a State if the rel-
7 evant State is the designated recipient for assistance
8 pursuant to sections 5307, 5310, 5311, 5337, 5339,
9 or 5340.
10 “(e) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Amounts allocated to a
11 State for assistance pursuant to this section may be used
12 for—
13 “(1) capital projects;
14 “(2) planning;
15 “(3) job access and reverse commute projects;
16 “(4) operating costs of equipment and facilities
17 for use in public transportation, notwithstanding
18 section 5307 (a)(1)(D);
19 “(5) public transportation projects planned, de-
20 signed, and carried out to meet the special needs of
21 seniors and individuals with disabilities when public
22 transportation is insufficient, inappropriate, or un-
23 available;
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)

May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

323
1 “(6) public transportation projects that exceed
2 the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities
3 Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.);
4 “(7) public transportation projects that improve
5 access to fixed route service and decrease reliance by
6 individuals with disabilities on complementary para-
7 transit;
8 “(8) alternatives to public transportation that
9 assist seniors and individuals with disabilities with
10 transportation;
11 “(9) the acquisition of public transportation
12 services, Including service agreements with private
13 providers of public transportation service;
14 “(10) intercity bus transportation and related
15 activities described in section 5311(f)(1);
16 “(11) financing capital projects to—
17 “(A) maintain public transportation sys-
18 tems in a state of good repair, including
19 projects to replace and rehabilitate—
20 “(1) rolling stock;
21 “(i1) track;
22 “(ii1) line equipment and structures;
23 “(1v) signals and communications;
24 “(v) power equipment and sub-
25 stations;
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“(vi) passenger stations and termi-
nals;

“(vil) security equipment and systems;

“(vii1)  maintenance facilities and
equipment;

“(ix) operational support equipment,
including computer hardware and software;

“(x) development and implementation
of a transit asset management plan; and

“(x1) other replacement and rehabili-
tation projects the Secretary determines
appropriate;

“(B) replace, rehabilitate, and purchase

buses and related equipment, including techno-
logical changes or innovations to modify vehi-
cles described in section 5339(¢)(5) or related

facilities; and

“(C) construct bus-related facilities; and

“(12) any other activity eligible for assistance
pursuant to sections 5307, 5310, 5311, 5337,
5339(a), and 5340 of this chapter.

“(f) ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICI-

“(1) PROGRAM DOCUMENTATION.—

(1062876110)
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—Any grant agreement
providing funds to be administered under such
program shall be documented in a manner de-
termined acceptable to the Secretary.

“(B) PariTy.—The Secretary shall provide
parity to States and shall only require the same
type of information and level of detail for any
program agreements and documentation that
the Secretary would perform with respect to
such action if the State did not receive assist-
ance n the form of a block grant under this
section.

“(C)  RESPONSIBILITIES.—Unless  the
State expressly agrees to retain responsibility,
the Secretary shall assume responsibility for
orant compliance investigations, determinations,

and enforcement.

“(2) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State partici-

pating in the block grant program shall submit

to the Secretary an annual report that in-
cludes—

“(1) the number of project applica-

tions received for each fiscal year, includ-

ng—
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“(I) the aggregate cost of the
projects for which applications are re-
ceived; and

“(IT) the types of projects to be
carried out, expressed as percentages
of the total consolidated amount allo-
cated to the State under this section;
and
“(i1) a list of each project selected for

funding for each fiscal year, including, for

each project

“(I) the fiscal year during which
the project was selected;
“(IT) the fiscal year in which the
project 1s anticipated to be funded;
“(III) the recipient;
“(IV) the location, including the
congressional distriet;
“(V) the type;
“(VI) the cost; and
“(VII) a brief description.
“(B) PuBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Sec-
retary shall make available to the public, in a

user-friendly format on the website of the De-
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| partment of Transportation, a copy of each an-
2 nual report submitted under subparagraph (A).
3 “(2) CONSULTATION WITH CERTAIN PLANNING OR-
4 GANIZATIONS.—For purposes of carrying out a block
5 grant program under this section, a State shall—

6 “(1) as applicable, consult with relevant metro-
7 politan planning organizations in an urbanized area
8 that is not a primary urbanized area; or

9 “(2) as applicable, consult with relevant re-
10 eional transportation planning organizations in rural
11 areas.
12 “(h) TREATMENT OF PROJECTS.—Projects funded
13 under this section shall be treated as public transportation

14 projects for purposes of this chapter.

15 “(1) COST SHARE.—

16 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

17 oraphs (2) and (3), the Federal share of an allow-

18 able project cost for a project funded under this sec-

19 tion shall not exceed 80 percent.

20 “(2) SLIDING SCALE.—The Federal share rate

21 provided under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section

22 120(b) of title 23 shall apply to a project under this

23 section if such rate is applicable to the State in

24 which such project is carried out.
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1 “(3) CERTAIN PROJECTS.—Section 5323(1) ap-
2 plies to projects carried out under this subsection,
3 unless a lower share percentage is requested.
4 “(j) PRIMARY URBANIZED AREA.—In this section,
5 the term ‘primary urbanized area’ means an urbanized
6 arca that—
7 “(1) has a population of at least 3,500,000, as
8 determined by the Bureau of Census; or
9 “(2) extends into more than 1 State and has a
10 population of at least 200,000, as determined by the
11 Bureau of Census.”.
12 (b) RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may

13 1issue such regulations as may be necessary to carry out
14 section 5308, as added by subsection (a).

15 SEC. 3007. FIXED GUIDEWAY CAPITAL INVESTMENT
16 GRANTS.

17 (a) AMENDMENTS TO FIXED GUIDEWAY CAPITAL IN-
18 VESTMENT GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 5309 of title 49,

19 United States Code, is amended—

20 (1) in subsection (a)—
21 (A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)
22 by striking *, the following definitions shall
23 apply’’;
24 (B) by striking paragraph (2) and insert-
25 ing the following:
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1 “(2) CORE CAPACITY IMPROVEMENT
2 PROJECT.—The term ‘core capacity improvement
3 project’

4 “(A)(1) means a capital investment in an
5 existing fixed guideway system that—

6 “(I) increases the capacity of a
7 corridor by not less than 10 percent;
8 or

9 “(IT) substantially increases the
10 capacity of such system (in part or in
11 whole); and

12 “(i1) includes a project that—

13 “(I) is primarily intended to in-
14 crease capacity by reducing passenger
15 travel time in a corridor or in an ex-
16 isting fixed guideway system, includ-
17 ing for passengers with disabilities
18 and those who use wheelchairs; and

19 “(II) otherwise meets the re-
20 quirements of clause (1); and
21 “(B) does not include—
22 “(1) elements designed to maintain a
23 state of good repair of the existing fixed
24 ouideway system;
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“(11) elements to improve general sta-
tion facilities (other than stairs, elevators,
ramps, or escalators for passenger use) or
parking; and

“(11) aequisition of rolling stock
alone.”;

(C) in paragraph (3) by striking ‘“‘small
start” and inserting “streamlined start”; and

(D) in paragraph (6)—

(1) in the paragraph heading by strik-
ing  “SMALL  START” and inserting
“STREAMLINED START’;

(i1) in the matter preceding subpara-
eraph (A) by striking “small start” and in-
serting “‘streamlined start’’; and

(111) by striking subparagraphs (A)
and (B) and inserting the following:

“(A) the total estimated net capital cost is
less than $1,000,000,000 (adjusted annually for
inflation); and

“(B) Federal assistance provided or re-
quested under this section is less than or equal
to 50 percent of the dollar amount specified in
subparagraph (A).”;

(2) m subsection (b)—

(1062876110)
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(A) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘“small
start” and inserting “streamlined start”; and
(B) by striking paragraph (2) and insert-
ing the following:

“(2) core capacity improvement projects, includ-

ng—

“(A) acquisition of real property;
“(B) acquisition of rights-of-way;
“(C) double tracking;

)
“(E) electrification;

(43

(
(
(
“(D) signalization improvements;
(
(F) expanding system platforms;

“(G) acquisition of rolling stock associated
with corridor or system-wide improvements in-
creasing capacity;

“(H) construction of infill stations;

“(I) econstruction, renovation, and improve-
ment of stairs, ramps, elevators, and escalators
to improve accessibility of the system or cor-
ridor for individuals with disabilities, including
individuals who use wheelchairs; and

“(J) other capacity improvements the Sec-
retary determines are appropriate to increase
the capacity of the system or corridor.”;

(3) 1 subsection (¢)—

(1062876110)
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1 (A) in paragraph (1)—

2 (1) in the matter preceding subpara-

3 eraph (A) by striking “‘small start’” and in-

4 serting “‘streamlined start”; and

5 (i1) in subparagraph (C)—

6 (I) by striking “the applicant”

7 and inserting “‘if applicable, the appli-

8 cant’’;

9 (IT) by striking “the performance
10 targets” and inserting “‘a performance
11 target’’; and
12 (III) by striking “in  section
13 5326(¢)(2)” and inserting ‘‘described
14 in section 5326(b)(2)(A)”; and
15 (B) in paragraph (3) to read as follows:

16 “(3) TECONICAL CAPACITY.—The Secretary

17 shall use an expedited technical capacity review

18 process for a project if the applicant—

19 “(A) has—

20 “(1) during the 5-year period imme-

21 diately preceding the date on which the ap-

22 plicant requests funds for the project—

23 “(I) successfully completed at

24 least 1 project pursuant to this sec-

25 tion that is similar in complexity to
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the project for which the applicant is
seeking an expedited review; and
“(II) demonstrates that the ap-
plicant continues to have the staff ex-
pertise and other resources necessary
to Implement a new project; or
“(i1) during the 3-year period imme-
diately preceding the date on which the ap-
plicant requests funds for the project—
“(I) successfully completed at
least 1 project pursuant to this sec-
tion; or
“(IT) fulfilled readiness require-
ments related to technical capacity for
a comparable project sponsored by the
applicant; and
“(B) certifies, in a manner determined by
the Secretary, that all project oversight require-
ments applicable to the project will be ful-
filled.”’;
(4) 1 subsection (d)(1)(A)—
(A) in clause (1)(II) by striking “‘initiates”
and inserting “‘has initiated”’; and

(B) in clause (11)—

(1062876110)
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(1) by redesignating subclauses (I) and
(IT) as subclauses (II) and (III), respec-
tively; and

(1) by inserting before subclause (II),
as so redesignated, the following:

“(I) determines that the appli-
cant has completed 30 percent of de-
sign and engineering for the project;’’;

(5) in subsection (e)—
(A) in paragraph (1)(A)—
(1) in clause (1)(IT) by striking “initi-
ates” and inserting ‘“‘has initiated”; and
(11) in clause (i1)—

(I) by redesignating subclauses
(I) and (II) as subclauses (II) and
(ITI), respectively; and

(IT) by inserting before subclause
(IT), as so redesignated, the following:

“(I) determines that the appli-
cant has completed 30 percent of de-
sign and engineering for the project;’;
and

(B) in paragraph (2)—
(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking clause (iii);

(1062876110)
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(IT) by redesignating clauses (iv)
and (v) as clauses (ii1) and (iv), re-
spectively; and

(ITIT) in clause (i), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘“‘needs of the cor-
ridor” and all that follows through the
semicolon and inserting “needs of the
system or corridor;’’;
(i1) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in the matter preceding clause
(1) by striking “subparagraph (A)(iv)”
and inserting ‘“‘subparagraph (A)(iii)”’;
and

(IT) by striking clause (ii) and in-
serting the following:

“(11) whether the project will increase

capacity of a corridor by at least 10 per-

cent or substantially increase capacity sys-

tem-wide (in whole or in part), including in

the

manner described 1n subsection

(a)(2)(A)(1);";

(6) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(1062876110)
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(1) in the matter preceding subpara-
oraph (A) by striking “ or (e)(2)(A)(v)”
and inserting “or (e)(2)(A)(iv)”’; and

(i) in subparagraph (C) by striking
“local resources” and inserting ‘“‘the appli-
cant demonstrate that local resources’;
and
(B) in paragraph (2) by striking “or

(e)(2)(A)(v)” and inserting “or (e)(2)(A)(v)";
(7) in subsection (g)—
(A) in paragraph (2)—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii) by striking
“subsection (e)(2)(A)(iv)” and inserting
“subsection (e)(2)(A)(n)";

(i1) in subparagraph (B) by striking
“or (e)(2)(A)(iv)” each place it appears
and inserting “or (e)(2)(A)(i11)” and

(iii) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(D) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF
CERTAIN CRITERION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In evaluating and
rating the economic development criterion
referenced 1n subsection (d)(2)(A)(11) and

(e)(2)(A)(iii), the Secretary may increase 1

(1062876110)
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point on the 5-point scale (high, medium-
high, medium, medium-low, or low) the
rating for the economic development cri-
terion if the applicant submits documented
evidence that enacted local policies promote
housing development for areas accessible to
transit facilities along the project route.
“(11)  CONSIDERATION;  CONSULTA-
TION.—In carrying out clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall—

“(I) consider whether the ewvi-
dence submitted by the applicant will
result in development appropriate to
expected housing demand in the
project area; and

“(IT) consult with the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’;

(B) by amending paragraph (5) to read as
follows:
“(5) POLICY GUIDANCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
issue policy guidance regarding the review and
evaluation process and criteria each time the

Secretary makes significant changes to the

(1062876110)
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process and ecriteria, but not less frequently
than once every 2 years.
“(B) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall—

“(1) ensure that the policy guidance
for streamlined start projects is reflective
of any differences in project scope, cost,
risk, and source of local financial commit-
ment compared to projects under sub-
sections (d) and (e); and

“(1) for core capacity improvement
projects that propose to increase capacity
in the manner described in subsection
(a)(2)(A)(11), issue specific policy guidance
for evaluating how such projects may in-
crease the capacity of the system or cor-
ridor.

“(C)  NONSUBSTANTIVE  POLICY  UP-

DATES.—Notwithstanding the requirements of
section 5334(k), the Secretary may issue or
publish an update to the policy guidance de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) provided that such
update does not—

“(1) impose a binding obligation on an

applicant under this section; or

(1062876110)
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“(i1) significantly change the adminis-
tration of the existing policy.”;

(C) in paragraph (6)—

(i) by striking “Not later than 1
vear” and all that follows through “shall
issue” and inserting ‘“The Secretary shall
maintain’’; and

(i) in subparagraph (B) by striking
“corridor” and inserting ‘“‘corridor or sys-
tem”’; and
(D) in paragraph (8) by striking ‘“‘the date

of enactment of the Federal Public Transpor-
tation Act of 2012”7 and inserting “October 1,
20127,

(8) in subsection (h)—

(A) in the subsection heading by striking
“SMALL START” and inserting “STREAMLINED
START”;

(B) by striking “small start” in each place
it occurs and inserting “‘streamlined start’’;

(C) by striking ‘“small starts” in each
place 1t occurs and inserting ‘‘streamlined
start’’;

(D) in paragraph (2)(A)—

(1062876110)
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(i) in clause (i)(IT) by striking “initi-
ates”” and inserting ‘‘has initiated”; and

(i1) in clause (i1)—

(I) by redesignating subclauses

(I) and (II) as subclauses (II) and

(I1T), respectively; and

(IT) by inserting before subclause

(IT), as so redesignated, the following:

“(I) determines that the appli-
cant has completed 30 percent of de-
sign and engineering for the project;’’;
(E) in paragraph (6) by adding at the end
the following:
“(C) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF
CERTAIN CRITERION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In evaluating and
rating the economic development criterion
referenced in paragraph (4), the Secretary
may increase 1 point on the 5-point scale
(high, medium-high, medium, medium-low,
or low) the rating for the economic devel-
opment criterion if the applicant submits
documented evidence that enacted local

policies promote housing development for

(1062876110)
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areas accessible to transit facilities along
the project route.

“(11)  CONSIDERATION;  CONSULTA-
TION.—In carrying out clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall—

“(I) consider whether the ewvi-
dence submitted by the applicant will
result in development appropriate to
expected housing demand 1n the
project area; and

“(IT) consult with the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’; and

(F') in paragraph (7)(C) by striking “10
days” and inserting ““3 business days’’;
(9) in subsection (1)(4)—

(A) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) in the subparagraph heading by
striking “SMALL  START” and inserting
“STREAMLINED START”; and

(ii) by striking “small start” and in-
serting “‘streamlined start”; and
(B) in subparagraph (C)(iii) by striking

“small start” and inserting “streamlined start’’;

(1062876110)
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1 (10) in subsection (j) by striking “the date of
2 enactment of the Federal Public Transportation Act
3 of 2012”" and inserting “October 1, 20127;

4 (11) in subsection (k)—

5 (A) in paragraph (2)—

6 (1) in subparagraph (E)(i) by striking
7 “Applicants” and inserting “Unless other-
8 wise provided by subparagraph (G), appli-
9 cants’’;

10 (1) in subparagraph (F') by striking
11 “To be eligible” and inserting “Unless oth-
12 erwise provided by subparagraph (G), to be
13 eligible”; and

14 (i) by adding at the end the fol-
15 lowing new subparagraph:

16 “(G) SPECIAL RULE.—An applicant seek-
17 ing a full funding grant agreement under this
18 paragraph for a project that has a local finan-
19 cial commitment of not less than 50 percent of
20 the total net cost of the project may not be re-
21 quired by the Secretary to submit a plan de-
22 scribed in subparagraph (E) or to collect data
23 on the current system deseribed in subpara-
24 oraph (F).”; and
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| (B) in paragraph (5) by striking “15

2 days” and inserting ‘3 business days’’;

3 (12) 1n subsection (1)—

4 (A) in paragraph (1)(B)—

5 (1) in clause (i) by striking “in the

6 corridor” and inserting “of the system or

7 corridor’’; and

8 (11) in clause (iv)—

9 (I) in the clause heading by strik-
10 ing “SMALL START” and ‘“STREAM-
11 LINED START"; and
12 (IT) by striking “‘small start’” and
13 inserting “‘streamlined start”; and
14 (B) in paragraph (7) by striking ‘“the date
15 of enactment of the Federal Public Transpor-
16 tation Act of 2012”7 and inserting “October 1,
17 20127
18 (13) in subsection (m) by adding at the end the
19 following new paragraph:

20 “(3)  PRE-PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PHASE

21 cOoSTS.—The Secretary shall pay the Government

22 share of project costs incurred by a State or local

23 eovernmental authority that carries out any part of

24 a project deseribed in this section without the aid of
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1 amounts of the Government and according to all ap-
2 plicable procedures and requirements, if—
3 “(A) the project development costs of the
4 project were incurred by the State or local gov-
5 ernmental authority before the date on which
6 the project entered into the project development
7 phase;
8 “(B) the project
9 “(1) in the case of a project under
10 subsections (d) or (e), advances to the en-
11 gineering phase; or
12 “(i1) in the case of a project under
13 subsection (h), advances to the construc-
14 tion phase; and
15 “(C) the State or local governmental au-
16 thority applies for payment of such Government
17 share.”’;
18 (14) in subsection (0)—
19 (A) in paragraph (1)—
20 (1) by striking subparagraph (B);
21 (ii) by striking subparagraph (C) and
22 inserting the following:
23 “(C) recommendations of such projects for
24 funding—
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1 “(1) based on the evaluations and rat-
2 ings and on existing commitments and an-
3 ticipated funding levels for the next 3 fis-
4 cal years based on information currently
5 available to the Secretary; and
6 “(i1) prioritizing projects submitted
7 under subsection (u); and”;
8 (i) by redesignating subparagraph
9 (C), as amended, as subparagraph (B);
10 and
11 (iv) by adding at the end the following
12 new subparagraph:
13 “(C) a narrative summary for projects for
14 which the Secretary adjusted the rating of the
15 economic development ecriterion pursuant to
16 subsection (2)(2)(D) or (h)(6)(C).”;
17 (B) in paragraph (2)(A)(i)(I) by striking
18 “and section 3005(b) of the Federal Public
19 Transportation Act of 2015 (49 U.S.C. 5309
20 note; Public Law 114-94)”"; and
21 (C) by adding at the end the following new
22 paragraph:
23 “(3) EVALUATIONS AND RATING.—Concurrently
24 with updates made pursuant to subsection (r)(2),
25 the Secretary shall submit to Congress, and make
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available to the public, report evaluations and rat-
ings, as required under subsections (d), (e), and (h),

for each such project that—

“(A) is in the project development phase;

“(B) is in the engineering phase; or

“(C) has received a full funding grant
agreement.”’;

(15) in subsection (p)—

(A) in the subsection heading by striking
“RULE” and inserting “RULES REGARDING
COST EFFECTIVENESS;

(B) by striking “For the purposes” and in-
serting ‘(1) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN CAPITAL

COSTS.

For the purposes”; and
(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) ALTERNATIVE METRIC CONSIDERATION.—

In making a determination regarding the cost effec-
tiveness of a project under subsection (d)(2)(A)(1)
or (e)(2)(A)(i), the Secretary may consider, in ad-
dition to the measurement of cost per rider, upon re-
quest of the project sponsor, an alternative metric
for cost effectiveness determined appropriate by the

Secretary.”’; and

(16) by adding at the end the following:

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O© o0 3 O WD B W N e

| \O 2N \© R \O B \O B O B N e e e e e e e e e
A LW O = O VOV 0 N O R WD = O

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

347

“(s) ALTERNATIVE PROJECT DELIVERY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding contract

requirements in section 5325, the Secretary may
allow an applicant to enter into a covered project de-
livery contract with respect to a project for which

the applicant requests funds under this section.

“(2) COVERED PROJECT DELIVERY CONTRACT

DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘covered

project delivery contract’ means—

“(A) an agreement that provides for both
design and construction of a project by 1 or
more contractors through alternative project de-
livery methods, including construction manager/
general contractor, construction manager-at-
risk, progressive design build, or any other al-
ternative project delivery method; or

“(B) a single contract for the delivery of a
whole project that—

“(1) includes, at a minimum, the spon-
sor, builder, and designer as parties sub-
ject to the terms of the contract;

“(11) aligns the interests of all parties
to the contract with respect to the project

costs and project outcomes; and

(1062876110)
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“(i11) includes processes to ensure
transparency and collaboration among all
parties to the contract with respect to the
project costs and project outcomes.

“(t) SPECIAL RULE FOR RISK ASSESSMENT AND
LOCK-IN DATE.—With respect to core capacity improve-
ment projects and new fixed guideway capital projects, the
Secretary may not determine a maximum Capital Invest-
ment Grant contribution or conduct a risk assessment
until 120 days after the project enters into the engineering
phase, except the Secretary may conduct a risk assessment
earlier upon request from the project sponsor.”.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO EXPEDITED PROJECT DELIV-
ERY FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT GRANTS Prnor PRro-
GRAM.—Section 3005(b) of the FAST Act (49 U.S.C.
5309 note) 1s amended—

(1) in the heading by striking “P1LoT”’;

(2) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the
following:

“(1) DEFINITION OF SPECIFIED CORE CAPAC-

ITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.—In this subsection,

the term ‘specified core ecapacity improvement

project’
“(A)(1) means a capital investment in an

existing fixed guideway system that—
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“(I) increases the capacity of a
corridor by not less than 10 percent;
or

“(IT) substantially increases the
capacity of such system (in part or in
whole); and
“(i1) includes a project that—

“(I) 1s primarily intended to in-
crease capacity by reducing passenger
travel time in a corridor or in an ex-
isting fixed guideway system, includ-
ing for passengers with disabilities
and passengers who use wheelchairs;
and

“(IT) otherwise meets the re-
quirements of clause (1);

“(B) may include project elements de-
signed to achieve a state of good repair of the
existing fixed guideway system; and

“(C) does not include—

“(1) elements designed to maintain a
state of good repair of the existing fixed
cuideway system;

“(i1) elements to improve general sta-

tion facilities (other than stairs, elevators,

(1062876110)
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ramps, or escalators for passenger use) or
parking; and
“(i11) aecquisition of rolling stock

alone.”;

(3) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A) by striking “small

“streamlined start’’; and

(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-

serting the following:

“(B) specified core capacity improvement

projects, including—

“(1) acquisition of real property;
“(11) acquisition of rights-of-way;

(44 .

1i1) double tracking;

“(v) electrification;

(44

vi) expanding system platforms;

(44

(
(
(
“(iv) signalization improvements;
(
(
(

vii) acquisition of rolling stock asso-
clated with corridor improvements increas-
ing capacity;
“(viil) construction of infill stations;
“(ix) construction, renovation, and im-
provement of stairs, ramps, elevators, and
escalators to improve accessibility of the

system or corridor for individuals with dis-

(1062876110)
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abilities, including individuals who use
wheelchairs; and
“(x) other capacity improvements the
Secretary determines are appropriate to in-
crease the capacity of the system or cor-

ridor.”’;

(4) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“not more than 8
orants under this subsection for eligible
projects if the Secretary determines that”
and inserting ‘“‘grants under this sub-
section to State and local governmental au-
thorities to assist in financing a new fixed
ouideway capital project, a streamlined
start project, or a specified core capacity
improvement project if the Secretary deter-
mines that”’;

(i1) in clause (i) by striking ‘“of title
49, United States Code’’;

(ii1) by striking clause (iii) and insert-
ing the following:

“(1) there are private contributions
to the project, which may include cost-ef-

fective project delivery, management or

(1062876110)
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transfer of project risks, expedited project

schedule, financial partnering, and other

public-private partnership strategies, pro-
vided such elements are determined by
local policies, criteria, and decisionmaking
under section 5306(a);”’; and

(iv) in clauses (i) through (wvi) by
striking “‘eligible” each place it appears;

(B) in subparagraph (B) by striking “of
title 49, United States Code,”’;

(C) in subparagraph (C) by striking “for
applicants that have” and all that follows
through the period and inserting “as prescribed
in subsection (¢)(3).”;

(D) in subparagraph (D)—

(1) in clause (1)—

(I) in the matter preceding sub-
clause (I) by striking “an eligible
project” and inserting ‘“‘a project’’;
and

(IT) in subclause (I) by striking
“eligible”; and
(i1) in clause (i1) by striking “eligible”

each place 1t appears;

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O© o0 3 O WD B W N

|\ I N TR NG T NS R NS R N e e T e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV o0 N O B BN~ WD == ©

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

353

(E) in subparagraph (E) by striking ‘“‘of
title 49, United States Code,”; and

(F') by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(F) CONSIDERATION FOR SPECIFIED
CORE CAPACITY PROJECT.—FKor purposes of
making a determination under this paragraph
for a specified core capacity project, the Sec-
retary shall determine whether the project will
increase capacity of a corridor by at least 10
percent or substantially increase capacity sys-
tem-wide (in whole or in part), including in the
manner described in paragraph (1)(A)(ii).”;

(5) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in subparagraph (A) by striking “an
eligible” and inserting “‘a’’;

(B) in subparagraphs (B) and (C) by
striking “‘eligible”” each place it appears; and

(C) in subparagraph (C)(i) by striking
“public-private partnership required” and in-
serting “‘private contributions required’’;

(6) in paragraph (5)(A) by striking “120 days”

and inserting “180 days’’;

(7) in paragraph (6)—

(1062876110)
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1 (A) by striking “eligible” each place it ap-
2 pears; and

3 (B) by inserting ‘“‘specified” before ‘‘core
4 capacity’’;

5 (8) in paragraph (7) by striking “an eligible”
6 and inserting “a’’;

7 (9) in paragraph (8)—

8 (A) in subparagraph (A)(1)—

9 (1) by striking “an eligible” each place
10 it appears and inserting “a’’; and

11 (i1) by striking ‘“‘the eligible” and in-
12 serting “‘the’;

13 (B) in subparagraph (B)—

14 (1) in clauses (i) and (i) by striking
15 “an eligible” and inserting “a’’;

16 (11) in clause (111)—

17 (I) by striking ‘“eligible” each
18 place it appears; and

19 (IT) in subclause (IIT) by striking
20 “, consistent with the terms of the
21 public-private  partnership  agree-
22 ment’’;
23 (ii1) in clause (iv)—
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(I) in subclause (III) by striking
“eligible project” each place it ap-
pears and inserting “project’”’; and
(IT) in subclause (IV)—
(aa) by inserting ‘“‘specified”
before “core capacity’’; and
(bb) by striking “‘small
start” and inserting “‘streamlined
start”’; and
(iv) in clause (v) by striking ‘“‘small
start” and inserting ‘“streamlined start”;
(C) in subparagraph (C)(i) by striking “eli-
oible”; and
(D) in subparagraph (D)—
(1) in clause (1)—
(I) by striking “15 days” and in-
serting ‘3 business days’”; and
(IT) by striking “an eligible” and
inserting “‘a’’; and
(i1) in clause (ii) by striking “eligible’’;
(10) in paragraph (9)—
(A) in subparagraph (A)—
(i) by striking “an eligible” and in-

TP

serting “a’’; and

(1062876110)
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| (i1) by striking “25 percent” and in-
2 serting <40 percent”’;

3 (B) in subparagraph (C) by striking “75
4 percent” and inserting 60 percent”’; and

5 (C) in subparagraph (E)—

6 (i) by striking “an eligible project”
7 and inserting “‘a project’’;

8 (i) by striking ‘“‘the applicant shall
9 repay’ and inserting ‘“‘as determined by
10 the Secretary, the applicant shall repay’’;
11 (ii1) by striking “‘the eligible project”
12 and inserting “the project””; and

13 (iv) by striking “all eligible project”
14 and inserting “all project’’;

15 (11) in paragraph (10)(A)—

16 (A) by striking “an eligible project” and
17 inserting “‘a project’’;

18 (B) by striking “that eligible project” and
19 inserting “‘the project’’; and
20 (C) by striking “the eligible project” and
21 inserting ‘“‘the project’’;
22 (12) in paragraph (11) by striking “Not later
23 than” and all that follows through the period at the
24 end and inserting “In each annual report described
25 in subsection (0)(1), the Secretary shall include a
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| proposed amount to be available to finance grants

2 for anticipated projects under this subsection.”; and

3 (13) in paragraph (12)—

4 (A) in subparagraph (B) by striking the

5 semicolon and inserting “‘; or’’;

6 (B) in subparagraph (C) by striking ‘‘; or”

7 and inserting a period; and

8 (C) by striking subparagraph (D).

9 (¢) TRANSFER OF EXPEDITED PROJECT DELIVERY
10 FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT GRANTS PROGRAM.—Section
11 3005(b) of the FAST Act, as amended by subsection (b),
12 is transferred to appear as subsection (u) of section 5309
13 of title 49, United States Code.

14 (d) ENSURING FLEXIBILITY IN CIG PROJECT PIPE-

15 LINES.—The Secretary shall, to the greatest extent prac-

16 ticable and in accordance with applicable statutory re-

17 quirements—

18 (1) ensure that an applicant in the capital in-

19 vestment grant program has flexibility to move be-

20 tween project pipelines provided under subsections

21 (d), (e), (h), and (u) of section 5309; and

22 (2) minimize the administrative burden associ-

23 ated with utilizing such flexibility.

24 (e) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by sub-

25 sections (a) through (¢) shall only apply to a grant appli-
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1 cation under section 5309 of title 49, United States Code,

2 that—
3 (1) 1s submitted on or after the date of enact-
4 ment of this Act;
5 (2) is moved by the Secretary between project
6 pipelines provided under subsections (d), (e), (h),
7 and (u) of such section after the date of enactment
8 of this Act; or
9 (3) is for a project
10 (A) that prior to the date of enactment of
11 this Act—
12 (i) entered into the project develop-
13 ment phase provided under subsections (d),
14 (e), or (h) of such section; or
15 (i1) has submitted a complete applica-
16 tion under subsection (u) of such section to
17 the Secretary; and
18 (B) with a project sponsor that has elected
19 to subject such application to the amendments
20 made by subsections (a) through (c¢).

21 SEC. 3008. FORMULA GRANTS FOR ENHANCED MOBILITY

22 OF SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
23 ABILITIES.
24 (a) TRANSFER OF SECTION 3006(B) OF THE FIXING

25 AMERICA’S SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT.—Section
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1 3006(b) of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
2 Act (49 U.S.C. 5310 note) 1s transferred to appear as sec-
3 tion 5310(j) of title 49, United States Code.
4 (b) AMENDMENTS.—Section 5310(j) of title 49,
5 United States Code, as transferred by subsection (a), is
6 amended—
7 (1) in the subsection heading by striking
8 “P1Lor”;
9 (2) by striking paragraph (1);
10 (3) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
11 (6) as (1) through (5), respectively;
12 (4) in paragraph (1), as so redesignated—
13 (A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
14 (A) by striking “eligible recipients’” and insert-
15 ing “recipients’’;
16 (B) in subparagraph (B) by striking “and”
17 at the end;
18 (C) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
19 subparagraph (D); and
20 (D) by inserting after subparagraph (B)
21 the following new subparagraph:
22 “(C) projects that improve access to a fa-
23 cility of the Department of Veterans Affairs or
24 an organization or a facility that provides serv-
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xm (1062876110)
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ices to veterans using funds provided by the
Department of Veterans Affairs; and’’;
(5) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated—

(A) by striking “An eligible recipient” and
inserting “A recipient”’; and

(B) by striking “eligible project” in each
place it occurs and inserting “‘capital project’;

(6) by striking paragraph (3), as so redesig-

nated, and inserting:

“(3) BRIEFING.—Annually during the period

between October 1 and December 31, the Secretary
shall brief the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the IHouse of Representatives and the
Jommittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
of the Senate on projects carried out during the
most recently completed fiscal year using grant

funds issued under this subsection, including—

“(A) an evaluation of the program under
this subsection, including an evaluation of the
specific performance measures identified by
each recipient pursuant to paragraph (2)(D);
and

“(B) if applicable, a detailed description of

each project, ncluding any activities therein,

(1062876110)
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1 carried out during such fiscal year using grant
2 funds issued under this subsection.”;

3 (7) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated, by
4 striking “‘an eligible project” in each place it oceurs
5 and inserting “a capital project”’; and

6 (8) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated, by
7 striking ‘“‘chapter 53 of title 49, United States
8 Code” and inserting “this chapter”.

9 (¢) ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 5310 of
10 title 49, United States Code, is further amended—

11 (1) in subsection (b)(1)(A) by striking “‘spe-
12 cial”’; and

13 (2) 1n subsection (d)(3)(B)(i1) by striking
14 “highways program” and all that follows through
15 the period and inserting ‘‘transportation program
16 under section 203 of title 23.”.

17 SEC. 3009. FORMULA GRANTS FOR RURAL AREAS.

18 Section 5311 of title 49, United States Code, is
19 amended—
20 (1) in subsection (a)—
21 (A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and
22 (2) as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively; and
23 (B) by inserting before paragraph (2), as
24 so redesignated, the following:

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xm| (1062876110)
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1 “(1) INSULAR AREA.—The term ‘insular area’
2 means the United States Virgin Islands, Guam,
3 American Samoa, and the Northern Mariana Is-
4 lands.”’;

5 (2) in  subsection (b)(3)(B) by striking
6 “5338(a)(2)(F)” and inserting “5338(a)(2)(D)"”;

7 (3) 1 subsection (¢)—

8 (A) in paragraph (1)—

9 (i) in the matter preceding subpara-
10 ecraph  (A) by  striking  “section
11 5338(a)(2)(I)” and inserting ‘‘section
12 5338(a)(2)(D)";

13 (1) in subparagraph (A) by striking
14 “and” at the end;

15 (iii) in subparagraph (B) by striking
16 the period at the end and inserting a semi-
17 colon; and

18 (iv) by adding at the end the fol-
19 lowing:
20 “(C) 1 percent shall be available to carry
21 out paragraph (4); and

22 “(D) $25,000,000 shall be set aside each
23 fiscal year to carry out the rural and insular
24 ferry  competitive program under section
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0339(d) as such grants relate to an area de-
scribed under section 5339(d)(2)(B).”;

(B) in paragraph (3)(C) by striking
“5338(a)(2)(F)” and inserting
#5338(a)(2)(D)”;

(C) in paragraph (4)(A) by striking “sec-
tion 5338(a)(2)(F) that are not apportioned
under paragraph (1) or (2)” and inserting “‘sec-
tion 5338(a)(2)(D) that are not apportioned in
accordance with paragraph (1)”;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (4) as
paragraph (5); and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (3) the
following:

“(4) INSULAR AREA PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—For each fiscal year, the
amounts made available under paragraph (1)(C)
shall be equally apportioned for grants to insular
areas for any purpose eligible under this section
under such terms and conditions as may be estab-

lished by the Secretary.”;

(4) in subsection (f)(1)(B) by striking “‘facili-

ties;” and inserting ‘‘facilities, which provided the

project supports intercity bus service to or from

(1062876110)
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| rural areas, includes all portions of such facilities re-

2 cardless of—

3 “(1) the geographic area in which such
4 facilities are located; or

5 “(11) whether or not such facilities are

6 used exclusively for intercity bus service to

7 and from rural areas;”’;

8 (5) in subsection (2)—

9 (A) in paragraph (3)

10 (1) by striking subparagraph (E) and
11 inserting the following:

12 “(E) notwithstanding subparagraph (D),
13 may be derived from amounts made available to
14 carry out the Federal lands transportation pro-
15 oram established by section 203 of title 23;
16 and”; and

17 (i) in subparagraph (F) by striking
18 “to which” and inserting ‘‘(regardless of
19 whether such a service operates in 1 or
20 more States) to which”; and
21 (B) in paragraph (4)—
22 (i) by striking “For purposes of”” and
23 inserting “(A) ADVERTISING AND CONCES-
24 SION REVENUES.—For purposes of”’; and
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(i1) by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

“(B) IN-KIND MATCH.—With respect to an
amount used as an in-kind match pursuant to
paragraph (3)(F'), such amount may not be
used by any other recipient of a Federal award,
including another KFederal award under this sec-
tion, to satisfy an in-kind or cost-share require-
ment for such Federal award.”; and
(6) in subsection (j)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs

(B) through (E) as subparagraphs (C)

through (F'), respectively; and

(i) by inserting after subparagraph

(A) the following:

“(B) MINIMUM APPORTIONMENT.—Not-
withstanding clause (i) of subparagraph (A), an
Indian tribe that receives an apportionment
under such clause may not receive less than
0.05 percent of the amount apportioned under
such clause.”; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new

paragraph:

(1062876110)
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| “(3) EnicmBiaty.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, funds apportioned pursuant to this
subsection may be used by an Indian tribe in the
same manner as a recipient of Federal assistance

under section H308.”.

VELOPMENT.

2

3

4

5

6 SEC. 3010. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND WORKFORCE DE-
7

8 Section 5314 of title 49, United States Code, is
9

amended—

10 (1) 1 subsection (a)—

11 (A) in paragraph (1)—

12 (1) in subsection (B)(i1)—

13 (I) by striking ‘“‘the development

14 of”’ inserting ‘“‘advance the develop-

15 ment of”’; and

16 (IT) by striking the period at the

17 end and inserting *; and”’; and

18 (i) by striking “(1) TECHNICAL AS-

19 SISTANCE” and all that follows through

20 “technical assistance; and” and inserting

21 the following:

22 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may:

23 “(A) make grants and enter into contracts,

24 cooperative agreements, and other agreements

25 (including agreements with departments, agen-
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cies, and instrumentalities of the Government)
to—

“(1) provide technical assistance to re-
cipients of assistance under this chapter
for purposes of enabling recipients to—

“(I) more effectively and effi-
ciently provide public transportation
service;

“(II) administer assistance under
this chapter in compliance with Fed-
eral law; and

“(III) improve public transpor-
tation; and’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking the heading and all
that follows through “competitive bid proe-
ess, may’ and inserting ‘“‘through a com-
petitive bid process,”; and

(i1) by striking ‘“‘public-transportation-
related technical assistance under this sub-
section” and inserting ‘‘technical assist-
ance under subparagraph (A)(i)”;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (2) as sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (1) (and redesig-

nating subparagraphs (A) through (I) of such

(1062876110)
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1 paragraph as clauses (i) through (ix), respec-
2 tively);

3 (D) in paragraph (3)(D) by striking “sub-
4 sections (b) and (¢)” and inserting ‘“‘this sub-
5 section”; and

6 (E) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and
7 (4) as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively;

8 (2) by amending subsection (b) to read as fol-
9 lows:

10 “(b) TRANSIT WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT CEN-
I1 TER.—

12 “(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
13 tablish a national transit workforce development cen-
14 ter and award grants to a national nonprofit organi-
15 zation for purposes of supporting the workforce de-
16 velopment needs of urban, suburban, Tribal, and
17 rural public transportation authorities across the
18 United States.

19 “(2) Duries.—In cooperation with the Sec-
20 retary, public transportation authorities, and labor
21 organizations representing public transportation
22 workers, the center established under paragraph (1)
23 shall perform the following duties:
24 “(A) Improve access to on-the-job edu-
25 cation and related skills training for frontline
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| transit workers by serving as a centralized re-
2 source that provides comprehensive and rel-
3 evant information on—

4 “(1) transit-related education, pathway
5 programs, and professional development
6 opportunities; or

7 “(1) transit-related apprenticeship,
8 scholarship, internship, and mentorship
9 programs.

10 “(B) Develop and maintain a comprehen-
11 sive workforce strategy to help coordinate work-
12 force development initiatives for the frontline
13 transit workforce, including by—

14 “(1) serving as a repository for re-
15 search conducted by institutions of higher
16 education, research institutions, or other
17 stakeholders regarding the transit work-
18 force and related technical and skill devel-
19 opment;
20 “(i1) providing a forum to support col-
21 laboration and cooperation between govern-
22 mental, nongovernmental, and private pub-
23 lic transportation sector stakeholders re-
24 carding the advancement of the frontline
25 transit workforce;
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“(ii1) providing instructors with the
necessary instructional, leadership, and
communication skills to better educate
frontline transit workers;

“(iv) supporting personnel or veterans
of the Armed Forces seeking to transition
to a career in public transportation; and

“(v) promoting the recruitment, reten-
tion, job readiness and preparation of a
skilled frontline workforce capable of work-
ing with new and emerging technologies
that serve transit communities.

“(C) Conduct and implement technical as-
sistance activities that promote more effective
and efficient training of frontline workers in-
volved in publiec transportation maintenance and
operations.

“(D) Build awareness of youth-oriented
programs and other robust outreach programs,
including for primary, secondary, and post-sec-
ondary school students to enable such students
to learn about public transportation occupa-
tions.

“(3) DUTY TO MAINTAIN TAX-EXEMPT STA-

The center established in paragraph (1) shall

(1062876110)
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be operated in a manner and for purposes that qual-
ify the center for exemption from taxation under the
Internal Revenue Code as an organization described

in section 501(¢)(3) of such Code.

“(4) POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.—The center estab-

lished in paragraph (1)—

“(A) shall be nonpolitical and may not pro-
vide financial aid or assistance to, or otherwise
contribute to or promote the candidacy of, any
individual seeking elective public office or polit-
ical party; and

“(B) may not engage in activities that are,
directly, or indirectly, intended to be or likely to
be perceived as advocating or influencing the
legislative process.”’;

(3) 1 subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1) by striking *, as de-
fined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)), in order’;
and

(B) in paragraph (4)(A) by inserting
“5308, 5311, after “‘sections 5307,””; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

(1062876110)
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“(d) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Of the funds made

2 available for each fiscal year under section 5338(a)(2)(F)

3 to carry out this section—

4 “(1) 28.57 percent shall be made available to
5 carry out subsection (a); and
6 “(2) 71.43 percent shall be split equally and be
7 made available to carry out each of subsections (b)
8 and (¢).
9 “(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
10 “(1) ARMED FORCES.—The term ‘armed forces’
11 has the meaning given such term in section 101 of
12 title 10.
13 “(2) HIGIT SCII00L; SECONDARY SCHHOOL.—The
14 terms ‘high school’ and ‘secondary school’ have the
15 meanings given such terms in section 8101 of the
16 Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
17 (20 U.S.C. 7801).
18 “(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
19 The term ‘institution of higher education’ has the
20 meaning given such term in section 101(a) of the
21 Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)).
22 “(4) POSTSECONDARY VOCATIONAL INSTITU-
23 TION.—The term ‘postsecondary vocational institu-
24 tion” has the meaning given such term in section
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 102(¢) of the IHigher Education Act of 1965 (20
2 U.S.C. 1002(¢)).”.
3 SEC. 3011. BUS TESTING FACILITY.
4 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5318 of title 49, United
5 States Code, is amended—
6 (1) in subsection (a)—
7 (A) by striking the period at the end and
8 inserting ““; and’’;
9 (B) by striking “facility for” and inserting
10 “facility for—"
11 (C) by striking ‘“‘testing” and inserting
12 “(1) testing”; and
13 (D) by adding at the end the following new
14 paragraph:
15 “(2) in the case that a bus model is equipped
16 with an automated driving system (as defined in sec-
17 tion 31132), testing for the competencies described
18 under section 31140(b)(1)(B)(x).”;
19 (2) 1 subsection (d)—
20 (A) by striking “80 percent” and inserting
21 “60 percent”’; and
22 (B) by striking “20 percent” and inserting
23 “40 percent’’;
24 (3) in subsection (e)—
25 (A) in paragraph (1)—
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(1) in the matter preceding subpara-
eraph (A), by inserting “‘described in this
section”” after “‘model’”’; and
(1) 1 subparagraph (A), by striking
“authorized under subsection (a)” and in-
serting “maintained under subsection (a)
or authorized for testing pursuant to sub-
section (2)”; and
(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:
“(2) BUS TEST ‘PASS/FAIL’ STANDARD.—
“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—
“(1) maintain the performance stand-
ards under paragraph (1)(B)(i) that in-
cludes—

“(I) a bus model scoring system
that results in a weighted, aggregate
score that uses the testing categories
under subsection (a); and

“(II) consideration of the relative
importance of each such testing cat-
egory; and
“(11) establish a ‘pass/fail’ standard

that uses the aggregate score described in

clause (1)(1).

(1062876110)
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1 “(B) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.

2 “(1) NEW BUS MODELS.—Amounts
3 appropriated or otherwise made available
4 under this chapter may be obligated or ex-
5 pended to acquire a new bus model only if
6 such model has received a passing score
7 under the standard established under sub-
8 paragraph (A)(i1).

9 “(i1) RULE OF INTERPRETATION.—
10 Such a passing score shall not be inter-
11 preted by any person or entity as a war-
12 ranty or guarantee that a new bus model
13 meet any specific requirement of a pur-
14 chaser.

15 “(C) SCORING SYSTEM.—The Secretary
16 shall collaborate with the bus testing facility
17 maintained under subsection (a), bus manufac-
18 turers, and transit agencies to develop and up-
19 date, as appropriate, the bus model scoring sys-
20 tem described in subparagraph (A)(i)(I).”; and
21 (4) by adding at the end the following:
22 “(2) ADVANCED BuUs TECHNOLOGIES AND TEST-
23 ING.—
24 IN  GENERAL.—The Secretary may,
25 through the facility maintained under subsection (a),
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1 subcontract the testing of new bus models equipped
2 with advanced bus technologies, including new bus
3 models equipped with automated driving systems, for
4 each of the testing categories and competencies list-
5 ed under subsection (a) to a person or entity experi-
6 enced in testing such new bus models, provided such
7 person or entity is not a manufacturer of a new bus
8 model equipped with such advanced bus tech-
9 nologies.
10 “(2) LOCATION OF TESTING.—The testing de-
11 seribed in paragraph (1) may be conducted at a fa-
12 cility other than the facility maintained under sub-
13 section (a) if the Secretary has determined that the
14 facility maintained under subsection (a)—
15 “(A) 1s not equipped to test such new bus
16 models;
17 “(B) does not have the knowledge or ex-
18 pertise to properly and efficiently test such new
19 bus models; or
20 “(C) would, due to the additional testing of
21 such new bus models, experience unreasonable
22 delays in the testing of bus models that are not
23 equipped with advanced bus technologies.
24 “(3) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—In carrying out this
25 subsection, the Secretary shall ensure that the test-
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ing of bus models without advanced bus technologies

under this section is not adversely affected.”.

(b) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 36 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall up-
date part 665 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations,
as necessary, to implement the amendments made by this
section.

SEC. 3012. CRIME PREVENTION AND SECURITY.

Section 5321 of title 49, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“§5321. Crime prevention and security

“(a) ELIGIBLE EXPENSE.—For purposes of expend-
ing financial assistance described  under  section
5307(c)(1)(J), the following activities and projects shall

be considered by the Secretary to be an eligible expense:

16 “(1) A project to increase lighting in or adja-
17 cent to a public transportation system, including the
18 intercity bus portion of a federally funded public
19 transportation facility and joint-use faecility (includ-
20 ing bus stops, subway stations, parking lots, and ga-
21 rages).

22 “(2) A project to increase camera surveillance
23 of an area in or adjacent to such system.
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1 “(3) A project that provides an emergency tele-
2 phone line to contact law enforcement or security
3 personnel in an area in or adjacent to such system.
4 “(4) A project to improve farebox infrastruc-
5 ture across such system.
6 “(5) A project to improve the cybersecurity of
7 such system.
8 “(6) A project to improve technology, including
9 any hardware or software investments designed to
10 combat or report erime or improve security.
11 “(7) A project intended to increase the security
12 and safety of an existing or planned public transpor-
13 tation system.
14 “(8) A project, including a project for operating
15 costs notwithstanding section 5307(a)(1)(D), related
16 to—
17 “(A) fare enforcement and the prevention
18 of fare evasion;
19 “(B) hiring transit officers to police on
20 public transportation and transit stations, in-
21 cluding in the immediate vicinity of such sta-
22 tions;
23 “(C) contracting with local police depart-
24 ments to Increase officer presence on public
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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transportation systems and related facilities, in-
cluding in the immediate vicinity of stations;
“(D) hiring transit support specialists; or
“(E) other activities to reduce criminal ac-
tivities on public transportation systems, includ-
ing intercity bus portions of federally funded
public transportation facilities and joint-use fa-

cilities.

“(b) SPECIAL RULE.—Not more than the lesser of
the following amounts may be expended by a recipient

under section 5307(¢)(1)(J) for eligible expenses desecribed

12 1n subsection (a)(8):

13 “(1) An amount equal to the amount expended
14 for eligible expenses described in paragraphs (1)
15 through (7) of subsection (a).

16 “(2) 1.5 percent of the amount the recipient re-
17 ceives for each fiscal year under section 5336.

18 “(¢) TRANSIT SUPPORT SPECIALIST DEFINED.—In

19 this section, the term ‘transit support specialist’ means an

20 individual who may be a non-sworn officer and is ade-

21 quately trained to carry out a variety of duties designed

22 to improve the security of public transportation systems

23 through the known presence of such individual within a

24 public transportation system, including physical presence

25 aboard vehicles, and through engagement with the public.
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“(d) RuLE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this

chapter shall be construed by the Secretary to prevent the
financing of a project described in subsection (a) in any
case in which a local governmental authority other than

the recipient has law enforcement responsibilities.

“(e) MANDATORY FARE EVASION PENALTIES.—
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with fiscal year
2028, the Secretary shall withhold 10 percent of the

assistance available to a direct recipient, as allocated

10 in a split letter or other similar determination of the
11 annual apportionment of funds by a designated re-
12 cipient under section 5307 for an urbanized area, in
13 each fiscal year in which a State or local government
14 is not in compliance with paragraph (2).

15 “(2) STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPLI-
16 ANCE.—A State or local government is not in com-
17 pliance with this paragraph if the act of evading a
18 fare payment for public transportation services on
19 any mode of public transportation in the urbanized
20 area for which a direct recipient receives assistance
21 described under paragraph (1) is not either a crimi-
22 nal or civil offense under the laws of such State or
23 local government.

24 “(3) PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES IN
25 MULTIPLE JURISDICTIONS.—In any case in which a
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| direct recipient provides public transportation serv-
2 ices to more than 1 State or jurisdiction of a local
3 covernment, the Secretary shall ensure that the
4 withholding of funds under paragraph (1) does not
5 adversely affect any State or local government juris-
6 diction that is in compliance with the requirements
7 of paragraph (2).

8 “(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The Secretary
9 may not withhold funds under paragraph (1) to any
10 recipient for which all of its service area is covered
11 by a State or local policy, or a collection of State or
12 local policies, that is in compliance with paragraph
13 (2).

14 “(5) WITHHOLDING OF FUNDS.

15 “(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-
16 mines a State or local government comes into
17 compliance with paragraph (2) in a fiscal year
18 in which funds are withheld to a direct recipient
19 under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall make
20 the amount withheld available for apportion-
21 ment to the direct recipient.
22 “(B) LAPSE.—Any amounts withheld to a
23 direct recipient under paragraph (1) and not re-
24 stored under subparagraph (A) in a fiscal year
25 shall lapse.”.
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1 SEC. 3013. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5323 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (d)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) in the subparagraph heading by in-
serting ‘; NOTICE OF DETERMINATION”
after “INVESTIGATIONS’;

(i1) by striking “On receiving a com-
plaint about a violation of the agreement
required under” and inserting ‘“Not later
than 120 days after the receipt of any
complaint of a violation of an agreement
described in”’;

(iii) by striking ‘“‘shall investicate and
decide whether a violation has occurred.”
and inserting ‘“‘shall—

“(1) investigate such complaint; and

“(i1) provide, in writing, to the indi-
vidual that filed the complaint and the re-
cipient of financial assistance alleged to
have violated such an agreement or a regu-
lation preseribed in accordance with this
section, the determination of the Secretary

with respect to—

(1062876110)
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| “(I) whether the recipient of such
2 assistance violated this section or a
3 regulation prescribed in accordance
4 with this section;
5 “(II) the facts underlying the
6 complaint; and
7 “(III) any action the Secretary is
8 taking in response to the complaint.”;
9 (B) in subparagraph (C) by striking “‘rem-
10 edy specified in the agreement” and inserting
11 “action the Secretary takes to remedy a viola-
12 tion of an agreement described in paragraph
13 (1)
14 (C) by striking subparagraph (B); and
15 (D) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
16 subparagraph (B);
17 (2) in subsection (e)(1) by inserting “5308,”
18 after “5307,”;
19 (3) 1 subsection (f)—
20 (A) in the heading by striking “SCHOOL-
21 BUS” and inserting “SCHOOL Bus”; and
22 (B) by striking “‘schoolbus” each place it
23 appears and inserting “‘school bus’’;
24 (4) 1 subsection (1)(1)(A)—
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(A) by striking “acquiring vehicles” and
inserting “‘acquiring vehicles or vessels’’;

(B) by striking “‘et seq.) or’”” and inserting
“et seq.), with”’; and

(C) by striking “is for 85 percent” and all
that follows through the period and inserting “,
or as an eligible project (as defined in section

5339(e)(2)) under section 5339 of this chapter

is for 90 percent of the net project cost.”;

(5) n subsection (j)(3)
(A) in subparagraph (A) by inserting ‘“‘and
not later than 180 days after the date on which
an applicant submits a request to the Secretary
to waive the requirements of paragraph (1)”
after “paragraph (2)”;
(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) by striking “Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Federal
Public Transportation Act of 2012, and
annually thereafter, the” and inserting the
following:

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as other-
wise provided in clause (i1), the’’;

(ii) by inserting “, on an annual

basis,” after “shall”;
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| (iii) by striking “a report listing any
2 waiver’” and inserting ‘“‘a report listing—

3 “(I) any waiver’’;

4 (iv) by striking the period at the end
5 and inserting ‘; and”’; and

6 (v) by adding at the end the following:
7 “(IT) any extensions of an appli-
8 cation to waive the requirements de-
9 seribed in paragraph (1) and the ra-
10 tionale as to why a determination re-
11 quires additional time consider prior
12 to 1ssuing a written determination.

13 “(11) EXCEPTION.—In the event the
14 Secretary issues fewer than 3 or no waiv-
15 ers provided for under paragraph (2) dur-
16 ing the preceding year, the Secretary may
17 brief the Committees described in clause
18 (i) in lieu of submitting a report under
19 such clause.”;
20 (C) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
21 subparagraph (C); and
22 (D) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
23 the following:
24 “(B) EXTENSION.—If, upon review of the
25 facts and status of an application to waive the
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1 requirements described in paragraph (1), the
2 Secretary determines that the time provided to
3 make a written determination 1is insufficient,
4 the Secretary may approve an extension of such
5 determination deadline by not more than 6
6 months.”’;
7 (6) 1 subsection (r)—
8 (A) by striking “A recipient” and inserting
9 “(1) IN GENERAL.—A recipient”’; and
10 (B) by striking “In determining” and all
11 that follows through the period at the end and
12 inserting the following:
13 “(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In determining reason-
14 able access under paragraph (1), a recipient of as-
15 sistance shall—
16 “(A) consider capacity requirements of the
17 recipient of assistance and the extent to which
18 access would be detrimental to existing public
19 transportation services; and
20 “(B) not later than 90 days after receiving
21 a request for access to such facility from a pri-
22 vate intercity or charter transportation oper-
23 ator—
24 “(1) provide a written response to the
25 requestor; and
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1 “(i1) simultaneously provide a copy of
2 such response to the Secretary.
3 “(3) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
4 section shall be construed to—
5 “(A) limit the authority of the Secretary to
6 act as otherwise authorized by law to ensure
7 proper use of, and authorize access to, federally
8 funded public transportation facilities; or
9 “(B) require a recipient of federal assist-
10 ance under this chapter to fund special facilities
11 for private intercity or charter operators.”;
12 (7) in subsection (u)—
13 (A) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and
14 inserting the following:
15 “(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
16 “(A) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘cov-
17 ered entity’ means an entity (including a cor-
18 poration, partnership, association, organization,
19 or other entity)
20 “(1) the principal place of business of
21 which is in a covered nation;
22 “(i1) that is headquartered in, incor-
23 porated in, or otherwise organized under
24 the laws of a covered nation;
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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“(111) that, regardless of where the en-

tity is organized or doing business, is

owned or controlled by a covered nation or

covered individual, including circumstances

in which a covered individual possesses the

ower to determine, direct, or decide mat-
) )

ters affecting the entity—

(1062876110)

“(I) through—

“(aa) the ownership of a
majority of the total outstanding
voting interest in the entity;

(43

bb) board representation;

“(ece) proxy voting;

(X3

(
(
(dd) a special share;
“(ee) contractual arrange-
ments;
“(ff) formal or informal ar-
rangements to act in concert; or
“(gg) other means; and
“(ITI) reegardless of whether the
power 1s—
“(aa) direct; or
“(bb) exercised or

unexercised;
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“(iv) is owned or controlled by a sub-
sidiary or affiliate of an entity described in
clause (i), (ii), or (iii), or that is the major-
ity owner of a joint venture with an entity
described in clause (i), (i1), or (iii);

“(v) 18 a manufacturer from which the
procurement of rolling stock was ever pro-
hibited under this subsection; or

“(vi) is an owner of, successor of, sub-
sidiary of, or affiliate of a manufacturer
described in clause (v), or is the majority
owner of a joint venture with such a manu-
facturer.

“(B) COVERED FUNDING.—The term ‘cov-

ered funding’ means any financial assistance
administered in accordance with the require-

ments of this chapter.

“(C) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term

‘covered individual” means any individual, wher-

ever located—

“(1) whose activities are directly or su-
pervised, directed, controlled, financed, or
subsidized, in whole or in majority part, by

a covered nation or covered entity;

(1062876110)
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“(11) who acts as an agent, representa-
tive, or employee of a covered nation or an
individual described in clause (1);

“(i11) who acts in any other capacity
at the order of, at the request of, or under
the direction or control of a covered nation
or an individual deseribed in clause (1); or

“(iv) who—

“(I) 1s a ecitizen or resident of a
covered nation or a country controlled
by a covered nation; and

“(II) is not a citizen or perma-
nent resident of the United States.

“(D) COVERED NATION.—The term ‘cov-
ered nation’ has the meaning given the term in
section 4872(d) of title 10.

“(E) COVERED VEHICLE.—The term ‘cov-
ered vehicle’ means rolling stock that—

“(1) 1s produced or provided by a cov-
ered entity included on the list developed
under paragraph (2)(B); or

“(11) incorporates an electric power
train manufactured or provided by a cov-
ered entity included on the list developed

under paragraph (2)(B).

(1062876110)
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“(F) ELECTRIC POWER TRAIN.—The term
‘electric power train’ has the meaning given the
term in section 571.305 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of
enactment of the BUILD America 250 Act).
“(2) PROHIBITION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
oraph (C), on and after the date of enactment
of the BUILD America 250 Act, the Secretary
may not award or obligate covered funding—

“(1) for a contract or subcontract for
the procurement of a covered vehicle; or

“(i1) for the construction, installation,
or maintenance of infrastructure to fuel or
charge a covered vehicle that is a bus, if
the applicable covered vehicle is procured
under a contract or subcontract executed
on or after the date of enactment of the

BUILD America 250 Act.

“(B) LLIST OF COVERED ENTITIES.

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30
days after the date of enactment of the
BUILD America 250 Aect, the United
States Trade Representative, in consulta-

tion with the Attorney General and the

(1062876110)
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Secretary, shall make publicly available, in-
cluding on a publicly accessible website, a
list of covered entities that produce or pro-
vide—

“(I) rolling stock to which the
prohibition under subparagraph (A)
applies; or

“(IT) electric power trains the in-
corporation of which into rolling stock
would render the rolling stock subject
to the prohibition under subparagraph
(A).

“(11) UrDATES.—The United States

Trade Representative shall update the list
required under clause (1)—

“(I) based on information pro-
vided to the United States Trade Rep-
resentative by the Attorney General
and the Secretary; and

“(IT) not less frequently than—

“(aa) once every 90 days
during the 180-day period begin-
ning on the date of initial publi-
cation of the list under such

clause; and

(1062876110)
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“(bb) annually thereafter.

“(C) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary may procure a
covered vehicle or construct, install, or maintain
infrastructure to fuel or charge a covered vehi-
cle for purposes of—

“(1) the inspection or investigation of

a motor vehicle or equipment; or

“(i1) motor vehicle safety research, de-
velopment, or testing.”’;

(B) in paragraph (4) by striking ‘“‘para-
oraph (1) each place it appears and inserting
“paragraph (2)”;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking “This subsection,
including the” and inserting ““The”;

(IT) by striking ““(4),” and insert-
ing “(4)";

(ITI) by inserting ‘“‘that does not
utilize covered funds” after ‘“‘sub-
contract’’;

(IV) by striking “rail rolling

stock manufacturer described in para-

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

O o0 N N W Bk W

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R T e T e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV 00O NN O W B~ W N = ©

g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml
May 17, 2026 (5:15 p.m.)

394
eraph (1) and inserting “‘covered en-
tity’’;

(V) by striking ‘“the manufac-
turer” and inserting ‘“‘the covered en-
tity”’; and

(VI) by striking ‘“‘date of enact-
ment of this subsection” and inserting
“date of enactment of the BUILD
America 250 Act”’;

(1) by striking subparagraph (B) and
inserting the following:

“(B) CONTRACT COMPLETION.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (2), covered funds may be
obligated for a contract or subcontract that was
eligible for assistance under this chapter under
the provisions of this subsection prior to the
date of enactment of the BUILD America 250
Act until the delivery of rolling stock is com-
plete under such contract and throughout the
completion of all contract warranties under
such contract.”; and

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C);
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

(1062876110)



G\CMTE\TNO\HT\ST. XML

395

1 “(6) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this
2 subsection, or the application of this subsection to
3 any person or circumstance, 1s held to be unconstitu-
4 tional or otherwise invalid, the remainder of this
5 subsection, and the application of the provision to
6 any other person or circumstance, shall not be af-
7 fected.”; and

8 (8) by adding at the end the following:

9 “(w) BUus PROCUREMENT ASSESSMENT AND MAX-
10 ™MUM FEDERAL PAYMENT.—

11 “(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

12 “(A) immediately upon enactment of this
13 subsection and at least once every 5 years
14 thereafter, carry out a review of—

15 “(1) all applicable Federal laws and
16 policies relating to the procurement of bus
17 rolling stock by a recipient of Federal as-
18 sistance under this chapter, including poli-
19 cles, processes, and procedures relating to
20 such procurement set forth by the Federal
21 Transit Administration; and
22 “(11) relevant awards to recipients of
23 such assistance that resulted in completed
24 procurement of bus rolling stock for use in
25 public transportation within the most re-
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cent 5 years, including a comparative anal-
ysis of vehicle components, designs, use of
performance specifications in contracting,
use of State and local purchasing sched-
ules, and total costs associated with the
procurement of such vehicles;

“(B) update, as necessary, policies, proc-
esses, procedures, administrative guidance, and
best practices of the Secretary to ensure the
timely, cost-effective, and efficient procurement
of bus rolling stock by a recipient of such as-
sistance; and

“(C) beginning in fiscal year 2029, and on
an annual basis thereafter, publish a schedule
listing the maximum amounts of Federal funds
that may be used by a recipient, on a per unit
basis and notwithstanding the applicable Fed-
eral cost share, to procure different combina-
tions of propulsion types and lengths of bus
rolling stock, as such amounts are determined
under paragraph (2).

“(2) MAXIMUM FEDERAL PAYMENT AMOUNT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each maximum fed-
eral payment amount published by the Sec-

retary in accordance with paragraph (1)(C) and

(1062876110)
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allowed to be used in the procurement of bus
rolling stock by a recipient of Federal assist-
ance shall—

“(1) account for all applicable Federal
procurement laws and administrative poli-
cles;

“(11) not be construed to constrain the
price of such bus rolling stock that a re-
cipient of federal assistance may procure
using non-Federal funds; and

“(i11) ensure the procurement of safe
and reliable bus rolling stock for use in
public transportation.

“(B) MAXIMUM FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR-
MULA.—For each unique combination of vehicle
length and propulsion type for which bus rolling
stock is commercially available, the maximum
federal payment shall equal an amount accord-
ing to the following formulas:

“(1) FIsSCAL YEAR 2029.—For fiscal
yvear 2029, the maximum Federal payment
amount shall equal the average of all of
the products of 80 percent multiplied by
the price of each procurement for a bus

rolling stock combination of similar propul-

(1062876110)
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| sion type and vehicle length procured with-
2 in the most recent 5 years.

3 “(11) FISCAL YEAR 2030.—For fiscal
4 year 2030, the maximum Federal payment
5 amount shall equal the average of all of
6 the products of 75 percent multiplied by
7 the price of each procurement for a bus
8 rolling stock combination of similar propul-
9 sion type and vehicle length procured with-
10 in the most recent 5 years.

11 “(im) FISCAL YEAR 2031.—For fiscal
12 yvear 2031 and in each fiscal year there-
13 after, the maximum Federal payment
14 amount shall equal the average of all of
15 the products of 70 percent multiplied by
16 the price of each procurement for a bus
17 rolling stock combination of similar propul-
18 sion type and vehicle length procured with-
19 in the most recent 5 years.
20 “(3) SPECIAL RULES FOR MAXIMUM FEDERAL
21 PAYMENT SCHEDULE.—
22 “(A) PuBLisn DATE.—The schedule de-
23 seribed in paragraph (1)(C) shall be published
24 not later than October 1 of each year in which
25 the maximum Federal payment amount is in ef-
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fect pursuant to the formulas in paragraph
(2)(B).

“(B) REQUIREMENT.—The schedule de-
seribed in paragraph (1)(C) shall include a
maximum Federal payment amount for each
unique combination of propulsion type and vehi-
cle length for which bus rolling stock is com-
mercially available.

“(C) FAILURE TO PUBLISH.—In the event
the Secretary fails to publish the schedule de-
seribed in paragraph (1)(C) by the date pro-
vided under subparagraph (A), the most re-
cently published schedule shall remain in effect,
adjusted for inflation based on the Producer
Price Index prepared by the Department of
Labor.

“(D) FAILURE TO PUBLISH ALL COMMER-

CIALLY AVAILABLE COMBINATIONS.—A sched-

ule that omits a maximum Federal payment
amount for any combination of propulsion type
and vehicle length of bus rolling stock that is
commercially available shall be considered in-
complete and subject to paragraph (C).

“(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-

section shall limit the authority of the Secretary to

(1062876110)
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| apply the applicable Federal cost share for an award
2 made under this chapter as such cost share applies
3 to an award for purposes of procuring or purchasing
4 bus rolling stock.
5 “(5) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
6 shall issue a report to the Committee on Transpor-
7 tation and Infrastructure of the House of Represent-
8 atives and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
9 Urban Affairs of the Senate on the results of each
10 review required under paragraph (1)(A).
11 “(6) STATE PURCHASING SCHHEDULE.—
12 “(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
13 oraph (1)(C), the Secretary shall exempt a re-
14 cipient of financial assistance under this chap-
15 ter from being subject to the maximum Federal
16 payment amount relating to the procurement of
17 a unit of bus rolling stock if—
18 “(1) the recipient of such assistance
19 “(I) procures a unit or more of
20 bus rolling stock using a State Coop-
21 erative Procurement Schedule pursu-
22 ant to section 3019 of the FAST Act
23 (Public Law 114-94); and
24 “(II) such cooperative procure-
25 ment schedule ensures the procure-
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ment complies with applicable Federal
procurement laws and administrative
policies, including subsections (j) and
(u) of this section; and

“(1) the cooperative procurement

schedule described in clause (1)—

“(I) allows a recipient to select
from a State-developed schedule of
standardized vehicle models;

“(II) reduces or eliminates vehi-
cle customization options for the re-
cipient, except for vehicle modifica-
tions based on performance specifica-
tions (as defined under section
5325(f)(3)); and

“(IIT) in the estimation of the re-
cipient, reduces the per unit cost of
bus rolling stock for the combination
of propulsion type and vehicle length
being procured below what such re-
cipient would otherwise expect to pay

through a standalone procurement.

“(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall provide technical assistance to a

State that seeks to develop a State Cooperative
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1 Procurement Schedule pursuant to section 3019
2 of the FAST Act (Public Law 114-94).

3 “(C) JOINT PROCUREMENT CLEARING-
4 HOUSE.—The Secretary shall maintain an up-
5 dated list of State Cooperative Procurement
6 Schedules that comply with the requirements
7 under subparagraph (A) on the joint procure-
8 ment clearinghouse established pursuant to see-
9 tion 3019(b)(4) of the FAST Aect (Public Law
10 114-94).

11 “(x) ADVANCED PAYMENTS FOR BUS ROLLING
12 STOCK.—

13 “(1) INn GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any provi-
14 sion of this chapter or part 200 of title 2, Code of
15 Federal Regulations, or any successor regulation, a
16 recipient may use assistance made available under
17 this chapter to make an advance payment on a bus
18 rolling stock vehicle without the transit vehicle man-
19 ufacturer obtaining a performance bond or similar
20 financial arrangement.
21 “(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR ADVANCED PAY-
22 MENT.—A recipient may make an advance payment
23 under paragraph (1) only if—
24 “(A) such recipient has a signed purchase
25 order and executed contract with a transit vehi-
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| cle manufacturer that includes advance pay-

2 ment provisions;

3 “(B) the grant with respect to which such

4 payment is being made has received preaward

5 authority pursuant to subsection (m); and

6 “(C) in the case of an advance payment for

7 bus rolling stock, such model meets the require-

8 ments of section H318(e).

9 “(3) LIMITATION ON ADVANCED PAYMENT.—A
10 recipient may not make an advanced payment under
11 paragraph (1) that is more than 20 percent of the
12 total purchase order value.”.

13 (b) REASONABLE ACCESS STANDARD.—
14 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
15 after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
16 retary shall establish and make publicly available a
17 reasonable access standard to ensure recipients of
18 assistance under chapter 53 of title 49, United
19 States Code, comply with the requirements of sec-
20 tion 5323 of such chapter.
21 (2) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this sub-
22 section, the Secretary shall consult with, and solicit
23 feedback from, industry stakeholders and recipients
24 of such assistance, including representatives from—
25 (A) public transportation agencies;
g:\VHLC\051726\051726.005.xml (1062876110)
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1 (B) private intercity bus operators;

2 (C) charter operators;

3 (D) federally funded public transportation
4 facilities; and

5 (E) other stakeholders the Secretary con-
6 siders appropriate.

7 (3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
8 publishing the standard required by this subsection,
9 the Secretary shall brief the Committee on Trans-
10 portation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
11 resentatives and the Committee on Banking, Hous-
12 ing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate on the contents
13 of such standard.

14 SEC. 3014. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION EMERGENCY RELIEF
15 PROGRAM.

16 Section 5324 of title 49, United States Code, is
17 amended—

18 (1) in subsection (¢)(1) by striking “to carry”
19 and inserting ‘“or otherwise made available to
20 carry’’; and

21 (2) by adding at the end the following:

22 “(2) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY.—

23 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Any amounts made avail-
24 able to an applicant after the date of enactment of
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| the BUILD America 250 Act to carry out a project
2 under this section—

3 “(A) shall remain available for not more
4 than 5 fiscal years after the fiscal year for
5 which the amount is made available; and

6 “(B) that remain unobligated at the end of
7 the period described in subparagraph (A) shall
8 be recouped by the Secretary to remain avail-
9 able for future applicants.
10 “(2) EXTENSION.—The Secretary may extend
11 the period of availability under paragraph (1)(A) if
12 an insurance claim made by an applicant related to
13 a project that has received funding under this sec-
14 tion has not been settled within the period provided
15 under paragraph (1)(A).”.

16 SEC. 3015. CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.
17 Section 5325(f) of title 49, United States Code, is

18 amended—

19 (1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and

20 (B) of paragraph (1) as clauses (i) and (i1), respec-

21 tively;

22 (2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as

23 subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

24 (3) by striking “A recipient” and inserting (1)

25 IN GENERAL.—A recipient”’; and
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1 (4) by adding at the end the following:

2 “(2) PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS IN COM-
3 PETITIVE PROCUREMENT FOR BUS ROLLING
4 STOCK.—A recipient of financial assistance under
5 this chapter that enters into a contract pursuant to
6 paragraph (1)(B) for purposes of procuring bus roll-
7 ing stock shall, to the maximum extent practicable,
8 utilize performance specifications in the procurement
9 process to acquire bus rolling stock.

10 “(3)  PERFORMANCE  SPECIFICATIONS DE-
11 FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘performance
12 specifications’—

13 “(A) means specifications—

14 “(1) based on the function and per-
15 formance of bus rolling stock under speci-
16 fied conditions, and such specifications
17 may include useful life, reliability in terms
18 of average intervals between failure, and
19 capacity; and
20 “(1) that comply with the procure-
21 ment process referenced 1n paragraph
22 (1)(B); and
23 “(B) may include additional criteria as the
24 criteria described in subparagraph (A), as de-
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1 termined by a recipient of Federal assistance in
2 a competitive procurement process.”.
3 SEC. 3016. TRANSIT ASSET MANAGEMENT.
4 (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5326 of title 49, United
5 States Code, 1s amended to read as follows:
6 “§5326. Transit asset management
7 “(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall maintain—
8 “(1) a national transit asset management sys-
9 tem for purposes of monitoring and managing public

10 transportation capital assets to enhance safety, re-

11 duce maintenance costs, increase reliability, and im-

12 prove performance of public transportation systems;

13 and

14 “(2) objective standards for measuring the con-

15 dition of capital assets of recipients, including equip-

16 ment, rolling stock, infrastructure, and facilities, for

17 purposes of determining state of good repair.

18 “(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out subsection

19 (a), the Secretary shall require a transit provider to—

20 “(1) develop a transit asset management plan;

21 “(2) not less frequently than once per fiscal

22 yvear in which the transit provider receives Federal

23 assistance—

24 “(A) establish performance targets with re-

25 spect to the state of good repair standards pre-
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seribed by the Secretary under part 625 of title
49, Code of Federal Regulations (or any suec-

cessor regulation);

“(B) submit to the Secretary a data report

that details—

“(1) condition information for all as-
sets of the public transportation system of
such provider; and

“(i1) the performance targets estab-
lished pursuant to subparagraph (A) for
the subsequent fiscal year; and

“(C) submit to the Secretary a narrative

report that—

“(1) describes any change in the con-
dition of the public transportation system
from the year immediately preceding the
yvear for which the report is submitted; and

“(i1) deseribes the progress made dur-
ing the period covered by the report toward
meeting each performance target estab-
lished by the transit provider pursuant to
subparagraph (B) with respect to such pe-

riod; and

“(3) report any additional information the Sec-

retary determines appropriate to demonstrate com-

(1062876110)
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pliance with the state of good repair standards pre-
seribed by the Secretary under part 625 of title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any successor regu-
lation).

“(¢) TRANSIT ASSET MANAGEMENT FOR CERTAIN

For purposes of complying with

the requirements under subsection (b), a tier II provider
may, at the discretion of the Secretary, coordinate with
a Sponsor.

(((d)

SUPPORT TooLS AND TECIHNICAL ASSIST-

ANCE.—In carrying out this section, the Secretary shall—

“(1) develop an analytical process or decision

support tool for use by a transit provider subject to

the requirements of subsection (b) that—

“(A) aids in estimating the amount of cap-
ital investment needed for a public transpor-
tation system over time;

“(B) assists  with asset investment
prioritization within a public transportation sys-
tem; and

“(C) enables continuous monitoring of cap-
ital assets and the real-time performance of
such assets;

“(2) provide technical assistance to such pro-

viders; and

(1062876110)
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1 “(3) maintain, and periodically update, a tran-
2 sit asset management system guide to foster consist-
3 ency In transit system asset management practices
4 by such providers.

5 “(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

6 “(1) SPONSOR.—The term ‘sponsor’ means a
7 State, a designated recipient, or a direct recipient
8 that develops a group transportation asset manage-
9 ment plan on behalf of at least 1 tier II provider.
10 “(2) TIER 11 PROVIDER.—The term ‘tier II pro-
11 vider’ has the meaning prescribed by part 625.5 of
12 title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
13 cessor regulation.

14 “(3) TRANSIT ASSET MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.—
15 The term ‘transit asset management system’ means
16 a strategic and systematic process of operating,
17 maintaining, and improving public transportation
18 capital assets effectively throughout the life cycle of
19 such assets.
20 “(4) TRANSIT PROVIDER.—The term ‘transit
21 provider’ means a recipient or subrecipient of Fed-
22 eral financial assistance under this chapter that
23 owns, operates, or manages capital assets used in
24 providing public transportation.”.
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(b) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—The amendments made by

section to section 5326 of title 49, United States

Code, shall not be construed by the Secretary to—

(1) require any updates to the regulations pro-
mulgated in part 625 of title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, (or any successor regulation) for pur-
poses of administering such section, as amended;
and

(2) impose any requirements on a tier II pro-
vider (as such term is prescribed by part 625.5 of
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation) that is in addition to the require-
ments imposed on such a provider under such part,
as of the date of enactment of this Act.

3017. PROJECT MANAGEMENT OVERSIGHT.

Section 5327 of title 49, United States Code, is

17 amended—

18 (1) in subsection (a)(12) by striking ‘“‘quar-
19 terly”” and inserting ‘“‘annually’’; and
20 (2) in subsection (d)—
21 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking “‘section
22 5338(f)” and all that follows through the semi-
23 colon and inserting ‘“‘section 5338(c) that ex-
24 cludes—
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“(A) a project to maintain or rehabilitate
a vehicle; or
“(B) a project with an estimated total cost
of less than $1,000,000,000 except if the Sec-
retary determines project management over-
sight will benefit the Federal Government or
the recipient;”’; and
(B) by striking “quarterly’” in each place it
appears and inserting “annual’’.
SEC. 3018. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SAFETY PROGRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5329 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended—
(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the
following:
“(a) DEFINITION OF RECIPIENT.—In this section,

the term ‘recipient’ means a State or local governmental

17 authority, or any other operator of a public transportation

18 system, that receives financial assistance under this chap-

19 ter.”;

20 (2) in subsection (b)—

21 (A) in paragraph (1) by striking “create

22 and implement”” and inserting ‘“‘maintain’’;

23 (B) in paragraph (2)—

24 (i) in the matter preceding subpara-

25 eraph (A) by striking “include’;
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(i1) in subparagraph (A) by inserting
“include” before ‘“‘safety performance cri-
teria’’;

(111) by striking subparagraph (B) and
inserting the following:

“(B) consider transit asset management
plans, including the state of good repair of cap-
ital assets, as such plans relate to the safety
performance of public transportation systems;”’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C) by inserting
“include” before “minimum safety per-
formance’’;

(v) in subparagraph (D) by inserting
“provide information sources on’’ before
“precautionary and reactive’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (K) by inserting
“establish voluntary’” before ‘“‘minimum
safety standards to ensure’;

(vii) in subparagraph (F') by striking
“a publi¢” and inserting “provide informa-
tion sources on the publi¢”’; and

(viii) in subparagraph (G) by striking
“consideration, where appropriate, of”” and
inserting “‘encourage, where appropriate,’”’;

and

(1062876110)
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1 (C) in paragraph (3) by striking “‘under
2 paragraph (1) as necessary’ and all that fol-
3 lows through the period at the end and insert-
4 ing ‘“‘described in paragraph (1) at least once
5 every 5 years.’’;

6 (3) in subsection (¢) by striking “establish’” and
7 all that follows through the period at the end and
8 inserting “maintain a public transportation safety
9 certification training program and curriculum for
10 “(1) Federal and State employees, or other des-
11 ignated personnel, who conduct safety audits and ex-
12 aminations of public transportation systems; and

13 “(2) employees of public transportation agen-
14 cies directly responsible for safety oversight.”;

15 (4) 1 subsection (d)—

16 (A) in paragraph (1)—

17 (1) in the matter preceding subpara-
18 eraph (A) by striking “Each recipient or
19 State, as described in paragraph (3), shall
20 certify that the recipient or State” and in-
21 serting “Except as provided in paragraphs
22 (2) and (3), each recipient shall certify
23 that such recipient”;
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(i) in subparagraph (B) by striking
“cooperation” and inserting ‘“‘consulta-
tion”’; and

(111) in subparagraph (I)—

(I) by redesignating clauses (i)
and (i1) as subclauses (I) and (II), re-
spectively;

(IT) by striking ‘“‘operations to
improve safety by reducing” and in-

“operations to—

serting

“(1) 1mprove workplace safety for
frontline employees by reducing”’;

(ITIT) in subclause (II), as so re-
designated, by striking the period and
iserting a semicolon; and

(IV) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(i1) improve passenger safety system-
wide, including through a reduction in the
number and rates of assaults and other
violent crimes on transit passengers while
onboard public transportation vehicles and
in public transportation facilities, including
intercity bus portions of such facilities and

joint-use facilities where appropriate; and

(1062876110)
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1 “(ii1) mitigate fare evasion system-
2 wide, to the greatest extent practicable.”;

3 (B) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and
4 inserting the following:

5 “(2) PTASP DRAFTING AND CERTIFICATION
6 FOR SMALL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS.

7 A State shall draft and certify an agency safety plan
8 deseribed in this subsection on behalf of any small
9 public transportation provider (as defined in part
10 673.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations) that
11 1s in that State unless such small public transpor-
12 tation provider notifies the State of intent to draft
13 and certify an agency safety plan specific to such
14 provider.

15 “(3) CERTAIN EXEMPT OPERATORS.—This sub-
16 section shall not apply to an operator of a public
17 transportation system that—

18 “(A) only receives Federal financial assist-
19 ance under section 5310 or 5311; and
20 “(B) does not operate a rail fixed guideway
21 public transportation system.”’; and
22 (C) in paragraph (4)—
23 (i) by striking “rolling average of”’
24 and all that follows through the period at
25 the end and inserting “rolling average of—
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“(i) the data submitted by the recipi-
ent to the national transit database under
section 5335; and

“(i1) any other data related to system
operations and revenues, as such data per-
tains to the safety of the transit system,
captured by the recipient.”;

(i) in subparagraph (B) by striking
“0.75 percent” and inserting ‘1 percent’’;
and

(ii1) in subparagraph (D) by striking
“including modifications to rolling stock
and de-escalation training.” and inserting
“including modifications to—

“(1) rolling stock;

“(11) farebox infrastructure; and

“(i11) de-escalation training.”’;

) in subsection (e)(3) by striking “In order to
oblicate funds apportioned under section 5338 to
carry out this chapter, effective 3 years after the
date on which a final rule under this subsection be-
comes effective’”” and inserting “For purposes of obli-

cating Federal assistance pursuant to this chapter’;

(1062876110)
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(6) in subsection (i) by striking “‘consult with
the” and inserting “obtain the concurrence of the’.

(b) REGULATIONS; GUIDANCE.—Not later than 36
months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall issue or update such regulations and guidance
as may be necessary to implement the amendments made
by this section.

SEC. 3019. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

Section 5334 of title 49, United States Code, is
amended in subsection (h)(4)(B)(11)(II)(bb) by striking
the period at the end and inserting ““, except the recipient
may retain such amounts if the recipient or a subrecipient
certify to the Secretary that the amounts will be used in
a capital project under section 5307, 5308, 5310, or
5311.7.

SEC. 3020. NATIONAL TRANSIT DATABASE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5335 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:

“§$5335. National transit database

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall maintain a
reporting system, using a uniform system of accounts, to
help meet the needs of individual public transportation
systems, the Federal Government, State and local govern-

ments, and the public, as such needs relate to having ac-
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I cess to adequate information on which to base public
2 transportation service planning.

3 “(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—The reporting sys-
4 tem described in subsection (a) shall—

5 “(1) use uniform categories to accumulate pub-
6 lic transportation—

7 “(A) financial information;

8 “(B) operating information;

9 “(C) geographic service area coverage in-
10 formation; and

11 “(D) asset condition information; and

12 “(2) contain appropriate information, as deter-
13 mined by the Secretary, to aid Federal, State, or
14 local governmental authorities in making a public
15 sector investment decisions.

16 “(¢) REQUIRED REPORTERS.—The Secretary shall
17 subject a recipient of Federal financial assistance pursu-
18 ant to sections 5307 and 5311, and any person receiving
19 benefits directly from such assistance, to the requirements
20 of this section.
21 “(d) DATA REQUIRED TO BE REPORTED.—The Sec-
22 retary shall, at a minimum, require a recipient described

N
W

in subsection (¢) to report for inclusion in the national

o
=~

transit database the following information:
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| “(1) Information relating to a transit asset in-
2 ventory or condition assessment conducted by the re-
3 cipient.
4 “(2) Data on assaults on transit workers of the
5 recipient.
6 “(3) Data on fatalities that result from an im-
7 pact with a bus.
8 “(4) Information relating to a public transpor-
9 tation system’s revenue loss because of fare evasion
10 for each mode.
11 “(5) Data on assaults and other violent crimes
12 on transit passengers while onboard public transpor-
13 tation vehicles and in public transportation facili-
14 ties.”.
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