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Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
#H.S. Bouse of Representatives

BWashington, BL 20515
Sam Erabes Rick Larsen
Chairman Ranking Flember
Jack Enddy, Stalf Dinecior Ewiberine W. Dedrick, Democratic 52l Drector

March 5, 2025

Her Excellency Jovita NeliupSiené

Ambassador

Delegation of the European Union to the United States of America
2175 K Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Madam Ambassador:

The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure (Committee) has serious concerns
regarding the recent Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) filing on behalf of the European
Union (E.U.), which describes E.U. efforts to lobby United States lawmakers and policy officials
in an effort to secure modifications to the Jones Act (46 U.S.C. § 55102), an important American
national and economic security law.! The Committee urges the E.U.’s halt efforts to bypass
traditional diplomatic channels and undermine American public trust in Federal law and policy.

The FARA filing was required by the E.U.’s financing of a United States firm to create
“one or two funny but informative”? TikTok-like videos to criticize the Jones Act.> In the FARA
filing, the TikTok-like videos were described as part of a broader, multi-faceted, multi-phased
lobbying and public relations campaign financed by the E.U. to challenge the Jones Act. That
broader lobbying campaign to challenge the Jones Act was outlined in detail in a document
included in the FARA filing and is also attached to this letter. We understand that the E.U.
lobbying document was removed from the FARA filing shortly after its existence was publicly
disclosed.

The lobbying efforts by the E.U. raise significant concerns. In response to media reports
about the filing, a spokesman for the E.U. stated that “the European Union has long conducted
outreach in the United States on the question of market access for various maritime services,”*
citing previous trade negotiations.> However, the activities described in the attached lobbying

! StorySquad Media, LLC, Initial Registration Statemen, U.S. Dep’t of Justice, Foreign Agents Registration Act
Filing (Oct. 17, 2024), available at https://efile.fara.gov/docs/7476-Exhibit-AB-20241017-1.pdf.

21d.

S1d.

4 gCaptain, EU Delegation’s Campaign to Dismantle Jones Act Exposed in Government Filing (Dec. 12, 2024),
available at https://gcaptain.com/eu-delegations-campaign-to-dismantle-jones-act-exposed-in-government-filing/.
S Id.
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campaign document go far beyond trade negotiations. Rather it appears, that the E.U. is seeking
to influence United States policy on the Jones Act not through diplomatic means, but instead
through an advocacy campaign, including collaboration with previously undisclosed United
States organizations and social media influencers.

Constructive dialogue and collaboration, not TikTok videos, is a far better way for the
E.U. and the United States to address international matters of concern, while respecting the
sovereignty and security interests of both parties. The Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure has a significant interest in understanding why the E.U. is attempting to employ
social media to sway Federal policy. We encourage you to utilize traditional diplomatic channels
and direct engagement with United States lawmakers to discuss any proposed modifications to
the Jones Act.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your response and to the
continued strong relationship between the European Union and the United States. If you have
any questions, please contact John Rayfield, Republican Staff Director, Subcommittee on Coast
Guard and Maritime Transportation, at John.Rayfield@mail.house.gov or (202) 225-9446, or
Matt Dwyer, Democratic Staff Director, Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime
Transportation, at Matt. Dwyer@mail.house.gov or (202) 225-4472.

Sincerely,
S Dy

Sam Graves Rick Larsen
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Transportation Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure and Infrastructure
Mike Ezell Salud Carbajal
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Subcommittee on Coast
Maritime Transportation Guard and Maritime

Transportation

Enclosure
Attachment A: StorySquad FARA Filing
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