December 7, 2016

The Honorable Bill Shuster

Chairman

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Bob Gibbs
Chairman

Subcommittee on Water Resources
and Environment

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Peter DeFazio

Ranking Member

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Grace Napolitano
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Water Resources
and Environment

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Shuster, Ranking Member DeFazio, Chairman Gibbs, and Ranking Member Napolitano:

On behalf of the membership of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association, | would like to thank you
for your efforts on the Water Resources Development Act of 2016. Investing in our nation’s water and
navigation infrastructure is critical to our regional and national economy, and our members are
extremely appreciative of your leadership on this important legislation.

In addition to returning WRDA to a biennial timeframe, we thank you for so many provisions benefitting
all those who rely on ports for their livelihoods. In particular, we would like to highlight permanence for
the small port set-aside, language increasing HMTF authorizations at least 3% annually, and further
refinement of provisions to address the needs of our donor ports. These changes will help the Corps
and our ports keep navigation channels and berthing areas dredged and our jetties maintained, in turn
increasing the reliability and safety of our ports and waterways. We also greatly appreciate inclusion of
the Columbia River Basin Restoration Act, a grant program to help clean up toxins in the Columbia River
Basin. This new program will help protect people and wildlife from exposure to hazardous contaminants
and avoid costly environmental cleanups and economic loss.

The membership of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association fully supports the passage of WRDA
2016. Our ports and waterways are key drivers of local and regional economic growth, and are vital to
the economic vitality of our entire nation.

Sincerely,
Kristin Meira

Executive Director
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

telephone: 503-234-8551
fax: 503-234-8555

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association
516 SE Morrison Street, Suite 1000
Portland, OR 97214



Advanced American Construction
Almota Elevator Company
American Waterways Operators
Anchor QEA

Apollo Mechanical Contractors
Barney & Worth

Bell Buoy Crab Co.

Bellingham Cold Storage
BergerABAM Engineers, Inc.
Bergerson Construction, Inc.
BNSF Railway Company
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Central Washington Grain Growers
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Columbia Basin Development League
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David Evans and Associates
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Dunlap Towing

East Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Ecological Land Services
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Gibbs & Olson, Inc.

Global Partners LP
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Great Lakes Dredge & Dock
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J-U-B Engineers, Inc.

Kalama Export Company
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Lampson International, LLC
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Landau Associates
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Louis Dreyfus Company

Marine Industrial Construction
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Millennium Bulk Terminals

Miller Nash Graham & Dunn
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Normandeau Associates, Inc.
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OBEC Consulting Engineers

OR Public Ports Association
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PNGC Power
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Port of Bellingham
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Port of Camas-Washougal
Port of Cascade Locks
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Port of Chinook

Port of Clarkston

Port of Columbia County
Port of Coos Bay

Port of Everett
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Port of Gold Beach

Port of Grays Harbor
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Port of Lewiston
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Port of Newport
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Port of Port Angeles
Port of Portland
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Port of Seattle

Port of Siuslaw
Port of Skagit

Port of St. Helens
Port of Sunnyside
Port of Tacoma
Port of Toledo

Port of Umatilla
Port of Umpqua
Port of Vancouver
Port of Walla Walla
Port of Whitman County

Port of Willapa Harbor

Port of Woodland

PROCESS, Inc.

Puget Sound Pilots

Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt
Scoular Company

SDS Tug & Barge

Shaver Transportation Company
Stoel Rives LLP

Summit Strategies

Teevin Bros.

TEMCO

Tidewater

United Grain Corporation

USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council, Inc.
Vancouver Energy

Van Ness Feldman

WA Association of Wheat Growers
WA Council on International Trade
WA Grain Commission

WA Public Ports Association

WA State Potato Commission
Westwood Shipping Lines
Willamette Falls Locks Working Group




