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NATIONAL PROPANE GAS ASSOCIATION

February 25, 2014

The Honorable Bill Shuster

Chairman, Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
U.S. House of Representatives

2209 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Shuster,

On behalf of The National Propane Gas Association (NPGA), I write to share our strong support
for your legislation, H.R. 4076, the Home Heating Emergency Assistance Through
Transportation (HHEATT) Act of 2014.

NPGA is the national trade association of the propane industry, having a membership of about
3,000 companies, with 39 state and regional associations representing members in all 50 states.
The single largest group of NPGA members is retail marketers of propane gas who deliver the
fuel to the end user for space heating, water heating and agricultural crop drying, among other
applications. NPGA membership also includes propane producers, transporters and wholesalers,
as well as manufacturers and distributors of associated equipment and containers. While NPGA’s
membership covers a broad cross-section of categories, more than 90 percent are designated as
small businesses.

As you know, this winter Americans have faced severe supply disruptions in many areas of the
country. A convergence of conditions — late wet grain harvest, closed pipeline infrastructure,
limited railcars due to alternate service demands — have caused difficulties in delivering propane
to consumers during one of the most extreme winters on record.

While the overall supply of propane in the United States is sufficient to meet demand, the
propane industry is facing challenges with distribution and transportation. According to the U.S.
Energy Information Administration, the U.S. has more than 42 million barrels of propane
presently in stock, located predominantly in Mont Belvieu, Texas, where the largest propane
storage facility in the world is located. Overcoming the distribution challenges has been most
greatly alleviated by temporary emergency declarations issued by the Federal Motor Carrier
Administration which provide relief from certain federal motor carrier safety regulations for the
Midwest, Eastern, Southern, and portions of the Western Service Centers. Unfortunately, these
emergency declarations can only last 30 days at a time which creates uncertainty for our propane
suppliers and distributors.
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Chairman Shuster, we thank you for your leadership on this bill, and trust Congress will take
swift action to pass this important regulatory relief. Thank you.

Sincerely,

(Vs f e

Richard Roldan
President & Chief Executive Officer
National Propane Gas Association
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