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Our transportation system, once the envy of the world, is losing its battle against 
time, growth, weather, and wear; and the existing Federal surface transportation programs 
and policies, crafted over a half-century ago, are no longer well-suited to address today’s 
needs or tomorrow’s challenges. 

 
Today, we advance a bill that will transform Federal surface transportation from 

an amalgamation of prescriptive programs to a performance-based framework for 
intermodal transportation investment designed to achieve specific national objectives: 
 Reduce fatalities and injuries on our nation’s highways; 
 
 Unlock the congestion that cripples major cities and the freight transportation 

network; 
 
 Provide transportation choices for commuters and travelers; 
 
 Improve the interconnectivity and access of communities; 
 
 Limit the adverse effects of transportation on the environment; and 
 
 Promote public health and livability. 
  
 
REFOCUSING THE FEDERAL ROLE 

The bill restructures highway and public transit investment by consolidating or 
terminating more than 75 programs.  The majority of highway funding will be distributed 
through four, core formula programs designed to: 
 Bring our highways and bridges to a state of good repair; 
 Improve highway safety; 
 Develop new and improved capacity; and 
 Reduce congestion and greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality.  

 
The majority of transit funding under this proposal would be consolidated into 

four core categories designed to:  
 bring urban and rural public transit systems to a state of good repair;  
 provide specific funding to restore transit rail systems;  
 provide mobility and access to transit-dependent individuals; and  
 plan, design, and construct new transit lines and intermodal facilities.     

 



 2

The Surface Transportation Authorization Act also restructures the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT) to require intermodal planning and decision-
making; ensure that projects are planned and completed in a timely manner; and ensure 
that DOT programs advance environmental sustainability and the livability of 
communities.   Furthermore, the bill requires transparency, accountability, and oversight, 
which together will provide taxpayers with a better, more measurable return on their 
investment in the nation’s infrastructure. 

 
PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

Today, there are no requirements for States, cities, and public transit agencies to 
develop transportation plans with specific performance objectives, nor does DOT ensure 
that States are meeting specific performance objectives.  DOT and state departments of 
transportation focus on funding eligible projects, not whether the projects achieve the 
expected benefits.   

 
To address this lack of outcome-based investment, the bill establishes program-

specific performance standards and measures that will hold funding recipients 
accountable for their choices on projects and the impact that those choices will have on 
meeting national objectives.  Performance standards include: 
 Reducing the number of people killed and injured in motor vehicle crashes; 
 
 Restoring the highway, bridge, and public transit systems to a state of good repair; 

and 
 
 Ensuring that motor carriers and commercial motor vehicle drivers comply with 

Federal motor carrier safety laws and regulations.   
 

Moreover, States will be held accountable for their decision-making.  If they don’t 
meet specific performance targets outlined in the legislation or set by the Department of 
Transportation, DOT will work with them to revise their plan to ensure that they achieve 
the national objectives of this legislation. 
  
 INTERMODALISM 

The Department of Transportation, in consultation with the States, cities, and 
public transit agencies, will develop and implement an integrated National Transportation 
Strategic Plan for addressing the long-term needs of the surface transportation network.  
The bill creates an Office of Intermodalism within DOT to break down the modal silos, 
require the Administrators to meet monthly to focus on the job of moving people and 
goods, and not simply the parameters of their agency’s individual programs.   

 
EXPAND MOBILITY AND ACCESS FOR PEOPLE AND GOODS 
Expanding mobility and access for people and goods is critical to the nation’s 

economic competitiveness as well as access to work, medical care, education, and 
recreation.  Passenger and freight mobility are important to rural, suburban, and 
metropolitan communities alike.  The bill: 
 Creates Metropolitan Mobility and Access to provide significant, dedicated 

funding to help major metropolitan regions address the congestion that is 
crippling their economic productivity and undermining quality of life; 
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 Focuses Projects of National Significance to target high-cost projects designed 
to enhance U.S. global competitiveness by facilitating goods movement and 
freight mobility; 

 
 Creates the Freight Improvement highway formula program to provide States 

with the necessary to resources to finance freight and goods movement projects; 
 
 Streamlines several public transit programs into a consolidated Coordinated 

Access and Mobility initiative that provides access to the elderly, disabled, and 
individuals trying to move from welfare to work; 

 
 Advances the Committee’s and President Obama’s vision for high-speed rail, 

and provides funding to develop the 11 authorized high-speed rail corridors 
linking major metropolitan regions throughout the nation.   

 
 

IMPROVE LIVABILITY OF COMMUNITIES 
This bill ensures that surface transportation investment improves mobility of all 

users and enhances our quality of life.  Expanding access to sustainable modes of 
transportation, and incorporating long-term mobility needs into the community planning 
process will yield significant benefits for public health and the environment.  

 
To provide national leadership for the creation of livable communities and the 

development of sustainable transportation choices, the Surface Transportation 
Authorization Act creates an Office of Livability within the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).  This Office will be a focal point within FHWA to advance 
environmentally sustainable modes of transportation, and promote efforts linking land 
use and transportation planning and support the creation of livable communities.   
 

EXPEDITING PROJECT DELIVERY 
The Surface Transportation Authorization Act will significantly reduce the time 

and administrative burden for projects in the approval process.  It will also restructure 
key functions and offices within the Department of Transportation to institute reforms 
and processes that foster greater collaboration and efficiency.   

 
The bill significantly restructures transit New Starts and Small Starts to speed 

project delivery; ensure that all of the benefits of the proposed projects are fully 
evaluated; and provide a level playing field for local decision-making. 

 
This legislation also creates offices within FHWA and the Federal Transit 

Administration to improve the project delivery process by eliminating duplication in 
documentation and procedures and expedite the development of projects through the 
environmental review process, design, and construction. 
 

CONCLUSION 
This transformative bill would not be possible without the extraordinary 

partnership and hard work of Ranking Member Mica, Chairman DeFazio, and Ranking 
Member Duncan.   

 



 4

The challenges facing the nation’s surface transportation system cannot be 
addressed by making simple alterations to the existing set of surface transportation 
programs.  We must move from highly prescriptive programs to a performance-based 
framework for intermodal transportation investment.  The Surface Transportation 
Authorization Act provides a bold new vision, greater accountability, a forward-thinking 
approach, and the investments necessary to ensure that Americans have a surface 
transportation system to meet their needs in the 21st Century.  

 
 


