


I. GSA Green Building and Construction 
 
 GSA has an impact not only on the real estate industry, but also on the energy industry 
through the consumption of energy in Federal facilities.  Energy efficiency and conservation 
promote a healthy environment and help to protect our limited natural resources.  The Federal 
approach to energy efficiency and conservation incorporates many “green” building concepts, such 
as heating and cooling, use of solar panels, cold-climate windows, warm-climate windows, 
landscaping, weatherization, compact fluorescent bulbs, use of energy star products, and outdoor 
lighting.  All of these measures impact the consumption of energy and have a significant impact on 
energy policy. 
  
II. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
 
  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) (P.L. 111-5) appropriated 
$5.55 billion for GSA construction and alteration projects, with a focus on “green” building 
initiatives.  On March 31, 2009, the GSA Public Building Service Spending Plan was released and 
highlighted the spending in the Recovery Act that was dedicated towards transforming Federal 
buildings into high performance green buildings.  The total amount allocated was $4.3 billion to over 
200 projects across the country.  The purpose of these funds is to make Federal buildings more 
energy efficient and, where possible, to use renewable energy generation. 
 
 The Public Building Service Spending Plan includes both full and partial modernization 
projects.  The array of projects being deployed by the Public Building Service include the installation 
of meters for electricity, water, and steam; photovoltaic roofs; cool roof membranes; building tune 
ups and re-commissioning; heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC) retrofits; water 
conservation projects; and other energy projects. 
 
 As GSA moves towards a more “green” building inventory, the Subcommittee will continue 
to examine GSA’s ability to manage and operate these newly modernized buildings.  Today’s hearing 
will also examine how the Recovery Act is encouraging training for new “green” jobs and how the 
new “green” economy will potentially affect the commercial real estate market. 

 
 

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE AND OVERSIGHT ACTIVITY 
 

The Subcommittee has previously held several hearings specifically on sustainability and 
green buildings.  On May 11, 2007, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure held a 
hearing on “Administration Proposals on Climate Change and Energy Independence”.  Acting 
Architect of the Capitol Stephen Ayers and Chief Administrative Office Daniel Beard testified at 
this hearing regarding energy efficiency and climate change mitigation initiatives in the Capitol 
Complex.   

 
On June 20, 2007, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure ordered reported 

H.R. 2701, the “Transportation Energy Security and Climate Change Mitigation Act of 2007”.  The 
bill included several provisions to promote energy efficiency of the U.S. Capitol Complex and in 
Federal buildings under GSA’s jurisdiction, custody, and control.  The following provisions from 
H.R. 2701 were incorporated into EISA:  sections 431 through 441 are devoted to High 
Performance Federal Green Buildings; section 436 specifically directs the Administrator of General 
Services to establish in GSA an Office of Federal High-Performance Green Buildings and to 

2  



3  

develop more energy efficient “green” commercial buildings;  section 421 creates the Department of 
Energy Commercial Office of High-Performance Green Buildings; and section 422 established a 
zero energy commercial building initiative. 

 
On April 1, 2008, the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and 

Emergency Management held a hearing on the Capitol Complex Master Plan (Plan) and the Capitol 
Visitor Center, with a focus on transportation, security, greening initiatives, energy, and 
maintenance.  The Plan contains a sustainability component that calls for implementing sustainable 
operations practices and procedures to reduce the environmental and carbon footprint of the 
Capitol Complex using renewable and alternative forms of energy, like photovoltaic, wind power, 
and fuel cells.  In addition, the Plan would create and implement policies to encourage green 
purchasing.  Within the Plan, the Sustainability Framework Plan also calls for energy, water, and 
waste audits for the facilities of the Capitol Complex to promote efficiency, while also pursuing 
cleaner sources of fuel to reduce the Capitol Complex contribution to air pollution in the 
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. 

 
 On April 17, 2008, the Subcommittee held a hearing on greening initiatives for Washington, 
D.C. and the National Capital Region.  The hearing focused on current trends and future initiatives 
regarding facility management, which increasingly includes concepts of sustainability and how 
“green” buildings contribute to sustainability.  The hearing also focused on all aspects of the “green” 
building process, including construction, renovation, alteration, operation, and maintenance.  Finally, 
the hearing examined several recently constructed “green” buildings in the Washington, D.C. 
metropolitan area. 
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