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Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman Oberstar and Ranking Member Mica:

On behalf of the more than 140,000 members of the American Society of Civil Engineers we
offer our strong support for the National Highway System Bridge Reconstruction Initiative (H.R.
3999).

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), approximately 74,000 U.S. bridges
are classified as structurally deficient. Furthermore, the U.S. DOT estimates it would cost $65
billion to fix alt existing bridge deficiencies.

This proposal is an important step toward addressing the problem of our nation's crumbling
infrastructure. It makes constructive improvements to the current system by outlining bridge
inspector gualifications and improving federal oversight of state inspections. Any bridge safety
program should be based on providing for public safety first.

Successfully and efficiently addressing the nation’s failing infrastructure, bridges and highways
and other public works systems, will require a long-term, comprehensive nationwide strategy—
including identifying potential financing methods and investment requirements. For the safety
and security of our families, we, as a nation, can no longer afford fo ignore this growing
problem. We must demand leadership from our elected officials, because without action, aging
infrastructure represents a growing threat to public health, safety, and welfare, as weli as to the
economic well-being of our nation.

Once again, ASCE is grateful for your leadership on this most important problem. I we can be
of any assistance in this matier, please do not hesitate to contact Brian Pallasch, ASCE
Managing Director of Government Relations & Infrastructure iitiatives, at (202) 789-7842 or at
bpallasch@asce.org .

Sincerely yours,

Pavid G. Mongan, P.E., F. ASCE
President




