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Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Speaker:

Enclosed for introduction and referral to the appropriate committee is a legislative
proposal, entitled

To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for the United States Coast Guard,
and for other purposes.

This legislative proposal contains provisions that, if enacted, would significantly
enhance the organization and operations of the Coast Guard and, by extension, the maritime
safety and security of the United States. Particularly, enactment of—

= Section 201 (Vice commandant; vice admiral) would permit the Coast Guard to
increase alignment with the other armed forces and ensure greater organizational
flexibility than the existing, geocentric command structure provides.

» Title VII (Maritime Alien Smuggling), modeled after the Maritime Drug Law
Enforcement Act (46 U.S.C. §§ 70501-70507)), would enable the United States to
improve the security of the U.S. ports-of-entry and coast against unlawful entry by
those who seek to enter the United States without official permission or lawful
authority, and would deny smugglers the use of maritime routes. Like the Maritime
Drug Law Enforcement Act, this proposal would address the shortcomings of
existing law that impede the prosecution of maritime smugglers.

The Office of Management and Budget advises that, from the standpoint of the
Administration’s program, there is no objection to the submission of this legislative
proposal for the consideration of Congress and that enactment would be in accord with the
program of the President.

If I can provide further information or assistance, please feel free to call me.

Enclosures: Identical letter to the President of the Senate
Draft Bill (bill text, comparative type, and section-by-section analysis)
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Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed for introduction and referral to the appropriate committee is a legislative proposal,
entitled

To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for the United States Coast Guard, and
for other purposes.

This legislative proposal contains provisions that, if enacted, would significantly enhance
the organization and operations of the Coast Guard and, by extension, the maritime safety and
security of the United States. Particularly, enactment of—

= Section 201 (Vice commandant; vice admiral) would permit the Coast Guard to increase
alignment with the other armed forces and ensure greater organizational flexibility than
the existing, geocentric command structure provides.

* Title VII (Maritime Alien Smuggling), modeled after the Maritime Drug Law
Enforcement Act (46 U.S.C. §§ 70501-70507)), would enable the United States to
improve the security of the U.S. ports-of-entry and coast against unlawful entry by those
who seek to enter the United States without official permission or lawful authority, and
would deny smugglers the use of maritime routes. Like the Maritime Drug Law
Enforcement Act, this proposal would address the shortcomings of existing law that
impede the prosecution of maritime smugglers.

The Office of Management and Budget advises that, from the standpoint of the
Administration’s program, there is no objection to the submission of this legislative proposal for
the consideration of Congress and that enactment would be in accord with the program of the
President.

If I can provide further information or assistance, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Enclosures: Identical letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives
Draft Bill (bill text, comparative type, and section-by-section analysis)



